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The Magnolia Forester is published semi-
annually by the Mississippi Society of 
American Foresters.

The MS and LA SAF 
annual meeting in Natchez 
was a huge success this 
year with over 163 people in 
attendance.  

The Homochitto Chapter 
sponsored the event that 
included 12 exhibitors and 17 
sponsors.  

The meeting included 
10 keynote speakers that 
spoke about 25 x 25 and 
the emerging technology of 
producing energy, especially 
as related to forestry.  A 
group of farm leaders first 
envisioned the goal of 25 x 
25 and it quickly gained the 
support of a broad cross-
section of leaders.  The vision 
of the group is by 2025, 
America’s farms, forests, 
and ranches will provided 
25% of the total energy 
consumed in the United 
States, while continuing to 
produce safe, abundant, 
and affordable food, feed, 
and fiber.  Speakers at the 
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meeting included Mark Rey, 
USDA Natural Resources and 
Environment; Fred Deneke, 
Renewable Energy Working 
Group; John Scahill, Project 
Manager, Department of 
Energy; John McMahon, 
President, Society of 
American Foresters; Gary 
Young, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; Daniel Botkin, 
Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Cal-Santa 
Barbara; Dick Carmichael, 
General Manager of The Price 
Companies, Inc.; Matthew 
Smith, Director of Land 
Management FORECON; 
Lance Puckett, Project 
Manager of Ergon, Inc.; 
and Bill Wieger, consulting 
forester.  The annual meeting 
committee members included 
Jeff Rogers, Tim Evans, Chad 
Smith, Steve Templin, Bill 
Wieger and Rick Jacob.

See the list of sponsors, 
exhibitors, and award winners 
on page 10 and 11. 
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from the Chair...
I have been your MS SAF 

Chair for six months now and it 
has been a great experience for 
me.  I hope I have served the 
State Society and its membership 
well.

We have had a number of suc-
cess stories this year.  One was 
the MS SAF/LA SAF annual state 
meeting which came off without a 
hitch.  Some have said it was the 
best meeting we’ve ever had.   As 
I have often said, I was the ben-
eficiary of an excellent planning 
effort that had been carried out 
since early 2006.  Again, I can 
never thank enough those who 
helped make this meeting go so 
well.  In particular, a special thanks 
to Jeff Rogers along with Chad 
Smith, Tim Evans, Steve Templin, 
and Bill Wieger.  A special thanks 
also go to Karen Brasher, Tammy 
Coleman, Treasurer Bob Heinz, 
Professional Recognition Chair 
Bruce Burnham, and Past MS 
SAF Chair Mike Wiseman who 
helped with the meeting in ways 
too numerous to mention.  Forgive 
me if I left someone out.  Also, I 
want to thank those who attended 
the meeting as attendees, exhibi-
tors, and speakers, for you com-
plimented the planning efforts with 
your participation.  In the past, we 
have had some profitable meet-
ings which allowed us to contribute 
to various projects (e.g., Walk in 
the Woods, SAF pins for years of 
membership).  While this meeting 
may not have been as profitable as 
past meetings, it certainly brought 
forward more than we could have 

expected that accentuated those 
intangibles like good friendship, 
professional development, educa-
tional perspectives on forestry and 
energy issues, and social interac-
tion, just to name a few.

When I look forward to the sec-
ond half of the year I’m reflecting 
on the new spirit that has over-
taken the MS SAF membership.  
At the past MS SAF Executive 
Committee meeting we had numer-
ous reports on Chapter meetings 
that had taken place.  I’m also 
thinking about the successes of 
the SAF Student Chapter under 
the guidance of Dr. Don Grebner.  
Don has told me that the Student 
Chapter just submitted their appli-
cation for this year’s Outstanding 
Student Chapter Award.  Hopefully, 
we can realize more of their past 
successes at the SAF National 
Convention in Portland, Oregon.  I 
look forward to supporting student 
activities during the rest of the 
year.  

I also want to remind the elect-
ed membership that our third MS 
SAF Executive Committee meeting 
will be on August 24 at the Farm 
Bureau Building in Jackson.  Once 
again, MS SAF will provide lunch.  
I look forward to seeing everyone 
there and I will make e-mail con-
tacts with everyone involved up 
until the time of the meeting.  

In closing, I am confident the 
rest of 2007 will be as successful 
as the first part.  I hope you are 
looking forward to it as much as I 
am.  
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from the Chair-Elect...
The MS Society of American Foresters 

has been an important part of my professional 
career.  I first got involved in the SAF as a 
student member at MSU.  After graduation, 
I let my membership lapse for a year or so 
out of sheer inertia.  I rejoined after my good 
friend, Mr. Bob Jones, the County Forester 
for Clarke County, asked me to go with him to 
the meetings.  Mr. Jones was a genuinely nice 
person—with a real independent spirit.  We 
would argue about forest management ethics 
or Mr. Jones would share reminiscences of 
his early career or plan forestry programs 
on those trips.  Being active in the MS SAF 
fostered our friendship and enhanced our 
forestry service activities.   

Mr. Jones wasn’t my only buddy in the 
Magnolia Chapter.  At the time, my old 
classmate Jim Walley of JCJC was an officer 
who was planning some great meetings.  I 
made a lot of great friends going to those 
meetings.  We had a fun time—good 
speakers, good food, and good fellowship. 

After I moved to Jackson, I started going 
to the Capitol Chapter.  It was fun being in 
the same Chapter as my pop, Bill Gaddis.  
I’m lucky to have my dad to ask for career 
guidance, but sometimes I needed some 
additional advice.  When I was thinking about 
leaving industry to go back to school, I needed 
to talk to someone in academia.  The first 
person I went to was my Capitol Chapter 
friend, Stephen Dicke. He really was a big 
help—with encouragement, good counsel, and 
some great contacts with policy scientists.     

Being a forester requires more than 
technical skills—we are part of a community of 
professionals and we need the comradeship of 
our peers. Sometimes I think we forget about 
that aspect of our SAF meetings.  We focus 
on getting the perfect program with a great 
speaker and interesting topic.  The social 
aspect of the program is just as important as 
the technical, regardless of the topic.  

How can we use the MS SAF to develop 
that community of professionals?  The 
first step is to hold regular and consistent 
meetings.  Chapter officers should be so 
dependable the members don’t ask ‘if’ a 
meeting is being held, but ‘when and where’.

The second step is to make sure the 
meeting is connected with a good meal. Would 
you really go see Mama every Sunday if 
dinner was a peanut butter and jelly sandwich 
with a Wal-Mart soda?  Jim Walley taught me 
that good food is essential for a good meeting!  
Build in a social hour so that folks can visit 
and get to know each other.  

Third, we need to have good programs. 
Find interesting speakers.  If you need help 
finding a speaker, ask for help from more 
experienced folks.  Mix up your meetings with 
an occasional field trip.  Have one fun meeting 
a year with a program for spouses.   

Fourth, don’t forget hospitality.  Be a Bob 
Jones and mentor a young forester and take 
him or her to a meeting.  Each of us old hands 
should ensure that each and every newbie 
attending feels welcomed into the fellowship.  
Call up lapsed members and bring them back 
into the fold.  Let’s take as our MS SAF creed 
a poem of Edwin Markham titled “Outwitted.” 

He drew a circle that shut me out
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
But love and I had the wit to win.
We drew a circle to take him in.
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1.  Welcome and Introductions - Steve Grado

2.  Anti-Trust Statement - Mike Wiseman
 
3.  Minutes of August 24 Meeting-Andy Londo

4.  Financial Report-Bob Heinz

5.  Committee Reports:
2007 Joint Annual Meeting - Jeff Rogers
Executive Committee meeting will be held from 
10 -12 AM on Tuesday the 17th.  A heartfelt 
thank you to all those involved in putting on 
the meeting was extended.  Currently about 
150 are registered, 100 from MS, 50 from LA.  
Harry Haney called to let us know that due to 
illness he will not be able to attend or give his 
presentation.  Bruce Burnham has taken over 
the Professional Recognition post from Joe 
Spinks.

Policy-Legislative Committee - Les Shelby
The Policy Committee met March 14 in Fannin.  
Les Shelby, Joe Spinks, David Moody, Steve 
Emerson, and Don Williams were present.  
Major topics of this meeting were the recent 
changes in the foresters registration law, and 
possible changes to several policy state-
ments set to expire on 12/31/07.  Proposed 
changes to the “Herbicide Use, Registration 

of Mississippi Foresters, Clear Cutting, 
Private Property Rights, Estate Taxes, and 
Regeneration Harvesting and Forest Health on 
Mississippi National Forests” statements were 
provided to the committee by Les.  The MFC 
Executive Committee Report was very interest-
ing.  Bob Daniels recommended publishing or 
otherwise making this information available to 
all members.  Further, the MS SAF is called 
on to be a leading voice in calling for a revi-
sion of the MFC mission statement.  The MFC 
Executive Committee will meet again June 
12th.  Thanks to everyone for their support of 
the recent changes in the registered foresters 
law, as these efforts benefited the board tre-
mendously.

MSU Advisory Committee – Ken Booker
Will meet Nov. 23-24 with recommendations to 
the Department of Forestry to improve docu-
mentating its service work.

Public Affairs and Membership – Debbie 
Gaddis 
Debbie suggested providing more professional 
continuing education opportunities.  She pro-
posed a 2-day Leadership training course in 
Jackson for the fall.  Debbie also requested 
that Chapter reports be sent to Karen Brasher 
for the Magnolia Forester.  

Executive Committee Meeting
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Council Report – Bob Daniels 
SAF Council met March 24-25 in Bethesda, 
MD.  The year 2006 marked just the 3rd time 
that an annual report has been prepared and 
posted.  It’s a good reason for folks to go to the 
Web site and check it out.  SAF was in good 
shape at the end of 2006, Michael Goergen is 
doing a good job. Kudos to Les Shelby, Don 
Grebner, and the MSU Student Chapter for out-
standing work on the Forestry Challenge, and 
national recognition as a Outstanding Student 
Chapter.  The National Convention is scheduled 
for October 23-27 in Portland, OR.  This is a 
very active region for forestry issues as a result 
of environmental activism, the spotted owl 
wars, and the need to be innovative.  The last 
five SAF Presidents have come from the NW 
region.  Bob Daniels council term expires this 

Executive Committee Meeting
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year and he encourages anyone interested in 
furthering their knowledge of SAF to run for the 
position.  Membership is still a major concern, 
and new brochures are printed and available.  
They have been developed by SAF’s Marketing 
Director.  She has been on the job for just 
over a year, and is making strides to improve 
the membership situation.  Recommendations 
to council in this regard were to simplify the 
membership categories.  This was debated as 
many see SAF membership as a Professional 
credential.  Suggestions included installing a 
sliding dues scale, offsetting the mailing fees 
by making all Journal of Forestry subscriptions 
electronic ($25 for hard copy), and establish-
ing a flat local fee of $22 for all regions, and 
count student membership years towards total 
years.  Of course all of these items are sub-
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Executive Committee Meeting
ject to a vote by the membership, and State 
Societies can choose to subsidize some fees 
if they so choose.  All members are encour-
aged to make their opinions known on these 
subjects. The SAF Committee on Forest Policy 
has been extremely active.  The Task Force 
on Climate Change was established to assess 
and summarize available literature.  They will 
make their recommendations to the council 
December 31, 2007. 

7.  New Business
The New Forestry Challenge.  Participation is 
tough to encourage due to the amount of work 
students are already facing.  Thus the effort 
to do this should be commended.  Students 
should be encouraged to participate.  May look 
at expanding the program to include graduate 
students.  

The MS SAF annual audit will be held after this 
meeting, The business meeting will be tomor-
row, April 18.

Bob Daniels says we have not been heard 

Remembering Two Past SAF and LCFA 
Members

     The Four Lakes Chapter of the MS SAF 
recently sponsored a Memorial Tree Planting 
Ceremony for Ham Williston and Don Gerred 
at the Forest Hydrology Laboratory on 
February 8 in Oxford. 
     A loblolly pine was planted in memory of 
Williston who served as first chairman when 
LCFA was organized in 1992 and he was a 
member of SAF for 60 years.
     A red maple was planted in memory 
of Gerred, a pioneer forester—who was 
recognized as a honorary member of LCFA 
in 2004 and he was a member of SAF for 72 
years.
     These two foresters enhanced our natural 
resources, besides serving as role models for 
many young foresters.

from enough at the National Level, and encour-
aged all to make their feelings and opinions 
known more widely.



Chapter NEWS
Four Lakes

The Four Lakes Chapter held a meeting 
on April 12 at the Provine Helicopter service. 
Members got a close look at the equipment 
used to aerially apply herbicides for site prep 
and release. Representatives from DOW, 
DuPont, and BASF were also on-hand and 
advised attendees on using “branded” versus 
“unbranded” herbicides.  A business meeting 
was held after dinner. The Chapter passed 
a motion to pay the registration and lodg-
ing expense for the Chapter chair to attend 
the annual meeting if the chair’s expenses 
were not already paid by his/her employer. 
The Chapter also passed a motion to spon-
sor a student to attend the Natural Resources 
Summer Camp at Mississippi State University.   

Magnolia
The Chapter’s first quarterly meeting was 

held on April 5, 2007.  During this meeting Mr. 
Jonah Myrick from the NRCS and Mr. Randy 
Lowery from the FSA office explained all the 
programs they had available to the public.  
The second quarterly meeting will be held on 
July 24th in which Mr. Don Bales will demon-
strate the use of infrared-triggered cameras 
and their uses for game and timberland man-
agement. 

Capitol
 The Capitol Chapter met on April 5 with  
18-20 members present.  Charlie Morgan, 
recently appointed State Forester, discussed 
the current state and future of the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission.

Northeast
The Northeast Chapter held a meeting 

on February 12.  The meal was sponsored 
through a grant from the USDA Forest Service 
and MSU on bark beetle prevention. The 
Chapter will try sponsoring another Forest for 
Humanity house.  Norbord regularly donates 
for every Habitat for Humanity (HFH) house 
built in Tupelo. Randy Boyd will initiate contact 
with the Weyerhaeuser mill in Bruce for a 
donation of materials.  The Chapter would 
like to have two donors before approaching 
HFH.  At the spring meeting, the Chapter will 
have a speaker from MIFI.  The fall meeting 
will feature a tour of the new charcoal plant in 
Glen.  

Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter held a meeting 

on April 12.  The guest speaker was 
David Conroy from LandMark Systems in 
Tallahassee, FL.  David gave a presentation 

on the Resource Decision Support (RDS) 
program that LandMark is developing for 
Anderson-Tully.  The RDS incorporates a 
growth and yield model using ATCO’s 40 
years of CFI data.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for August. 

Longleaf
 The Longleaf Chapter held a meeting 
on April 12 at Sawmill Restaurant in 
Wiggins. Robert Smistik, the newly 
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Chapter NEWS
elected chair, spoke on the collaboration 
efforts on Motorized Vehicle Use Management 
currently underway on the DeSoto Ranger 
District and throughout the National Forests 
in Mississippi. Robert also spoke about the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act District-wide 
project currently being proposed for gopher 
tortoise and red-cockaded woodpecker habitat 
improvement involving thinning and longleaf 
restoration.  Another District-wide project 
was discussed for gopher tortoise and red-
cockaded woodpecker habitat improvement 
through the use of herbicides.

Loblolly
The Loblolly Chapter will be meeting July 

10 in Louisville.  Dr. T. Evan Nebeker will 
present an update on current forest insect 
populations, conditions, and projections for 
insect and disease outbreaks.  

Homochitto
The Homochitto Chapter held a meeting on 

February 15.  The guest speaker was Lincoln 
County Extension Service Director, Rebecca 
Bates.  Bates updated the group on her new 
role and how it affects the agency’s personnel, 
mission, and future.   The Chapter also held 
a meeting on March 29.  Lee Dunnam spoke 
about recent and future timber sales for this 
year.  Tim Slone talked about the Okhissa 
Lake project, and gave us information on 
where they were in regards with the lake 
project.

JCJC Student Chapter
The JCJC Student Chapter had a great 

spring semester, involved with a tree sale 
on Arbor Day.  The Forrest-Lamar County 
Forestry Association allowed the Chapter to 

help with their annual golf tournament.  The 
students were able to network with members 
of forest industry and landowners while at the 
same time they worked to raise money for the 
JCJC Foundation Scholarship Fund. 

MSU SAF Student Chapter
The Student Chapter has had an active 

year thus far.  The Chapter prepared for 
the 2007 Annual Southern Forestry School 
Conclave with a spring field day.   At 
Conclave, Mississippi State came in seventh 
place.  The students fared well in the 
individual competition.  Daniel Nicholson and 
Mike Strange placed second in the Wildlife 
Identification event.  Landis Herrin placed first 
in archery and second in the knife throwing 
competitions.  Ben McDonald placed first in 
the compass and pacing competition.  Eric 
Ezell and Kiki Hilton placed third in the Jack & 
Jill crosscut competition.  

The Student Chapter has assisted the 
College with numerous activities.  Additionally, 
the Chapter has had numerous guest 
speakers including Mike Kuypers, Florida 
Division of Forestry; Jonathan Lowery and 
Benjamin Pinkelton, Westervelt Company; and 
Johnny Thompson, LandMark Systems. 

The Chapter has been involved in service 
projects.  The Chapter picked up trash along 
Highway 25 south of Starkville as part of their 
commitment to the Adopt-A-Highway program. 
The Chapter sponsored Project Learning Tree 
activities for the Third Grade at the Overstreet 
School in Starkville.  Members of the Chapter 
attended the Joint Louisiana –Mississippi SAF 
Annual Meeting at Natchez Convention Center 
in Natchez, MS.  The Chapter also sponsored 
two high school students to attend the Natural 
Resource Summer Camp sponsored by 
Mississippi State University.  



PoLICY sCoreBoArD

Whenever there are forestry issues that 
could adversely affect us as professionals, 
and those we serve, a certain process evolves 
(or should evolve) that allows us to counter 
any or all aspects of the issue to preserve or 
dictate what we believe to be in the best inter-
est of all who may be affected.  Sadly, this 
process is not as strong as it could be.  The 
process requires positive input from several 
sources.  It takes time and requires us to think 
beyond the shallow edges and get deep into 
the matter, where it counts.  The process will 
flounder unless taken seriously and when and 
if it does fail, we all pay, sometimes with little 
or no control over the consequences.  The 
process is called policy.

In recent months, the Mississippi Board 
of Registration for Foresters proposed a 
sweeping change related to forest policy—
Mississippi’s Foresters Registration Law of 
1977.  Seemingly, since the law was enacted 
in 1977, much of the public (and many regis-
tered foresters) thought the law would prevent 
those who were not registered, from practicing 
forestry for compensation, unless exempted 
under the law.  It did so, only if the one prac-
ticing forestry claimed to be a registered for-
ester.  The board proposed changing the lan-
guage to make it unlawful to practice forestry, 
unless exempted under the law.  The MS SAF 
Policy Committee, Association of Consulting 
Foresters (ACF), and their lobbyist and many 
individuals in our profession came together to 
be part of the process that changed the law in 
a positive way.  

Much of the commentary in the last issue 

The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities.  Please express your 
opinion on any or all of the positions of  the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Les Shelby, Policy 
Committee Chair at lsforcon@aol.com or call 601.829.1002.
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of the Magnolia Forester related to changes 
occurring within the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission and how the MS SAF could be 
involved in that process.  Since that time, the 
Policy Committee was represented at the April 
meeting of the MFC Board of Commissioners 
meeting and had the opportunity to offer input 
and voice our concerns that have developed 
over the last few years, especially our efforts 
to improve communications between the MFC 
and other forestry interests.  To improve com-
munication with MS SAF members, we invited 
them to contribute an article to the Magnolia 
Forester related to changes within the agency 
and how those changes may affect us, or oth-
ers with forestry interests.  The first in this 
series is included in this edition.  

MS SAF has a position statement (among 
others) that warrants the continued existence 
of a State forestry agency (MFC).  These 
positions can be viewed at MS SAF’s Web 
site.  At present, the Policy Committee is in 
the process of reviewing some of the 14 posi-
tion statements that will expire on December 
31, 2007, unless re-adopted with or without 
revisions.  Those positions include the need 
for hardwood forest management research, 
Mississippi Institute for Forest Inventory, and 
the timber severance tax.  

Do you have any burning forestry related 
issues you believe worthy of discussion and 
debate within our organization?  If so, please 
contact me or other members of the Policy 
Committee.  Don’t hesitate to be part of the 
process – we need you.     
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award winners

In 2007, the national election will be 
electronic via the SAF Web site. SAF is 
creating a voting system that is blind, ensures 
that each member can vote only once, ensures 
that only voting members have an opportunity 
to vote, and offers another method for those 
members without electronic access. All of these 
items must be in place for all SAF elections. 
If not, the election is considered void since it 
does not follow the DC Nonprofit Corporations 
Act.

The new Internet based system will also 
be available to all SAF units interested in 
conducting their 2007 elections electronically. 
This system will ensure that elections follow the 
DC Nonprofit Corporations Act. 

To defray costs, there will be an annual flat 
rate for state societies interested in electronic 

voting.  This fee includes electronic voting for 
all units within a state society including division 
and Chapter elections.  The flat fee is based on 
the membership number of the state society. 
The flat rate is significantly lower than mailing 
ballots and will be a substantial savings for all 
SAF units. The system can be used for election 
of officers, membership referendums, and will 
include candidate bios and photos. 

According to the national SAF, they have 
e-mail addresses for 80% of Mississippi SAF 
members.  Those without e-mail would receive 
a ballot from the state society or from us. If the 
state society does send the paper ballot, we 
will give the appropriate person the contact 
information for those who need to receive a 
paper ballot.  The system is designed so the 
individuals that receive paper ballots will not be 
able to vote online.

SAF Electronic Voting

Steve Grado (left photo) and Maurice E. Mitchell (right photo) are new fellows of the Society of American 
Foresters.  Presenting the award is John McMahon, President of the Society of American Foresters.  Grado 
is a member of the Loblolly Chapter and Mitchell is a member of the Longleaf Chapter.  Both have served 
as Chair of the MS SAF.  
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award winners

Tim Traugott (r) received the 
Distinguished Service Award.  

Jeff Rogers (r) received the 
Outstanding Young Forester 
Award. 

Roger Tankesly (r) received the 
Student Chapter Leadership 
Award. 

Mike Wiseman (r) received 
special recognition for serving as 
Chair during 2006.  

Thanks to the Sponsors 
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Weyerhaeuser Company

Silver
Louisiana Forestry Association
Timberline Forest Products

Bronze
Bowater
First South Farm Credit
Louisiana Consulting Foresters
The Magnolia Forester
Templin Forestry
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CellFor Corporation
DuPont
First South Farm Credit
Forestry Suppliers, Inc. 
Haglof, Inc. 
International Forest Company

International Paper Company
Land Banks of Mississippi
LandMark Systems
Meeks Farms and Nursery
Mississippi Forestry Commission
Weyerhaeuser
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features
A Walk in the Woods

by Harold Anderson
“A jug of wine, a loaf of bread and thou be-

neath the bough singing in the wilderness.  Ah, 
wilderness, is Paradise enow?” was the poet’s 
quandary at the conclusion of a perfect day.

There was no jug of wine, but there was 
singing, feasting, and cause for celebration at 
the conclusion of a fine spring day last March 
30.  For what can be more satisfying to a group 
of teachers than spending a beautiful spring 
day walking through the woods with a bunch 
of foresters, learning nature’s secrets from true 
experts, and cementing that knowledge by 
actually doing activities from the famed Project 
Learning Tree Activity Guide.  Then taking the 
400-page Activity Guide, along with an arm 
load of other “goodies” back to the classroom 
to share with students – and all for free?  The 
answer to this lengthy question is:  “Nothing!”

Thanks to the combined efforts of Mississip-
pi SAF and Mississippi Project Learning Tree, 
17 educators enjoyed the day described above.  
The event was the second combined MS SAF 
“Walk in the Woods/PLT Educator Workshop.”

Here’s how it worked:  A circular “hiking 
trail” was laid out through the woods around 
the conservation center with three legs and a 

PLT station at the conclusion of each.
Following introductions and an ice-breaker 

inside and the activity “the Earth as an Apple,” 
led by Cliff Daniel and Preston Padgett, the 
group “hit the trail.”  The first leg was “Forest 
Management” led by Marc Measells and Misty 
Booth, with the foresters explaining the benefits 
of proper thinning to forest health.  At the PLT 
station, Ed Brown led the PLT activity “Every 
Tree for Itself,” where teachers pretended to 
be trees in a stand competing for scarce re-
sources – sunlight, water, and nutrients -- rep-
resented by red, white, and blue poker chips 
scattered among them.  Trees not retrieving a 
“balanced diet” of elements in the few seconds 
allotted were “thinned” from the stand—an ac-
curate representation of forest management.

The next leg of the hike was “Tree Identifi-
cation,” led by Debbie Gaddis and David Ev-
ans, who pointed out native trees.  At the PLT 
stop Harold Anderson and Hunter Hornbeak 
led the PLT Activity “Leaf Hunt Relay.”  Teach-
ers were divided into two single-file teams. 
Paper bags, each containing identical mounted 
leaves, were placed 20 feet in front of each 
team.  The facilitator pulled a leaf from his bag 
and pointed out the “brief recognition features.”  
At the “go” signal the lead person in each line 
had 10 seconds to run to his team’s bag and 
find the correct leaf.  

The final leg of the hike was led by Noxu-
bee National Wildlife Refuge forester Richard 
Smith, who told the history of the Refuge and 
Preston Padgett, who explained how forests 
conserve soil and protect water quality.

Box Conservation Center Director Beverly 
Smith led the PLT Activity “Water Wonders.”  
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Three teams of teachers pretended to be water 
drops taking a journey through the water cycle.  
They then presented  a song, poem, or skit 
about their experience.

PLT Coordinator Harold Anderson handed 
out the PLT Guides and instructed the group in 
their use. Everyone then enjoyed a sandwich 
lunch arranged by Andrew Couch.

During the afternoon session, three teams 
of teachers each selected a PLT activity from 
the Guide and presented it to the group.  

Special assistance was also provided by 
John Guyton and Jonathan Peeples, MSU 
Wildlife and Fisheries Extension personnel.  
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Jason Kutak suffered a stroke on March 22.  
He is at home now with family taking care 
of him.  He can walk and feed himself so 
physically he is pretty good.  He is in good 
spirits but I know he would appreciate a 
card or letter.  His address is:

200 S. 24th Avenue
Hattiesburg, MS 39401
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture named 

Gail Kimbell the next Chief of the USDA 
Forest Service, the 16th Chief since the 
agency’s inception in 1905. 

 Kimbell has been an active member of 
the Society of American Foresters (SAF), 
a professional society of more than 15,000 
forestry and natural resource professionals, 
for more than 30 years. She is a well-known 
and respected leader throughout the natural 
resource and forestry community. Our 
members have personally experienced Gail’s 
sound judgment and leadership through her 
involvement at the local and national level.            

“We are thrilled to have Gail Kimbell in 
the top Forest Service leadership position,” 
says Michael Goergen, SAF’s Executive Vice 
President. “Gail is an amazing woman who 
has consistently shown strong leadership 
throughout her career and in SAF as well. 
Our Society has greatly benefited from her 
expertise and professionalism.”

“The Forest Service continues to be a true 
leader in conservation, and at the same time 
is faced with unprecedented forest health 
problems, wildfires, and the need to recover 
forests after catastrophic events,” says 
Goergen. “Gail will be a tremendous asset to 
the Agency, with her on-the-ground experience 
and her ability to energize people.”

Outgoing Chief, Dale Bosworth, has 
also been also been a respected, longtime 
member of SAF. His commitment to the 
Forest Service and his leadership within the 
profession has resulted in innovative solutions, 
the revitalization of restoration efforts in the 
Forest Service, and the strengthening of the 
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profession due to his commitment to ethics, 
continuing education, and communication.

Kimbell has served as regional forester in 
Missoula, Montana for the past four years and 
in numerous other federal leadership positions 
in her career. Kimbell has a bachelor’s degree 
in forest management from the University 
of Vermont and a Master’s degree in forest 
engineering from Oregon State University. 

IN MEMORY

Leon McKee, 55, died December 16, 2006, 
at home in Meridian.  Leon worked with the 
Leaf River Lumber Co., and Weyerhauser 
from 1973-1978. He joined the Molpus 
Company in Philadelphia in 1978 as 
logging supervisor. In 1983 he became 
the president and manager of Molpus 
Forest Products and served as a long-time 
member of the board of directors of the 
company.  McKee was a member of the 
Loblolly Chapter. 
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Governor Barbour Commends Forestry Commission for 
Efficient Reorganization

Governor Haley Barbour today publicly 
commended the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission (MFC) and its employees for their 
ongoing agency reorganization and efficiency 
improvements.  

“Forestry has an annual economic impact 
of more than $13 billion in our state, and 
I’m pleased the Forestry Commission has 
improved its operations to better serve this 
important industry,” Governor Barbour said.  
“The chief job of the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission is protecting Mississippi’s valuable 
forestlands against fire, and during a very 
dry season the agency and its dedicated 
employees have done an exceptional job.”

Under the leadership of State Forester 
Charlie Morgan, the MFC began to 
reorganize during Fiscal Year 2006.  As a 
result, the commission has taken a business 
management approach to agency operations, 
including utilizing a cost-accounting system, 
enacting new organizational and operational 
changes, utilizing technology to streamline 
operations, and establishing a Leadership 
Team to meet monthly on budget reviews, 
agency operations, and other business 
considerations.  Additionally, the MFC has 
a new centralized “State Dispatch” which 
allows radio communication to span across all 
government communications networks.

“The MFC is dedicated to providing quality 
service to the landowners and citizens of 
Mississippi in a cost effective manner,” said 
State Forester Charlie Morgan.  “Hurricane 
Katrina created incredible wildfire protection 
and forest recovery challenges. Our agency 
has worked extremely hard in overcoming 
these challenges. I’m proud of the MFC’s 
employees and their dedication to caring for 
the state’s valuable timber resource.”

After Hurricane Katrina, millions of blown 
down trees resulted in a record amount of 
fire fuel across the Gulf Coast and South 
Mississippi; as a result, wildfire activity 
increased five times in this region of the state.  
Under a new, more efficient structure, the 
MFC was able to successfully respond and 
extinguish the record number of fires, thus 
protecting thousands of acres of precious 
forestlands.  

The MFC has also effectively utilized $11.8 
million in federal funds for Hurricane Katrina 
Forest Recovery through facilitating reinventory 
of public forestlands damaged by Katrina, 
having an increased capacity to provide wildfire 
protection through fire fighting equipment, and 
providing $1.32 million of funding to 34 cities 
and communities for urban forest recovery.

The Mississippi Forestry Commission 
provides wildfire protection on nearly 19 million 
acres of Mississippi’s forestland, which is 
nearly two-thirds of the state’s total land area. 


