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The College of Forest Resources is a unit in the Division of 

Agriculture, Forestry, and Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi 

State University. 

The mission of the College of Forest Resources is to promote, 

support, and enable the management, conservation, and utili 

zation of forest and other natural resources to beneft the stake 

holders of Mississippi, the nation, and the world. 

Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. 

Discrimination in university employment, programs or activi 

ties based on race, color, ethnicity, sex, pregnancy, religion, 

national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation, genetic 

information, status as a U.S. veteran, or any other status pro 

tected by applicable law is prohibited. Questions about equal 

opportunity programs or compliance should be directed to 

the Offce of Compliance and Integrity, 56 Morgan Avenue, 

P.O. 6044, Mississippi State, MS 39762, (662) 325 5839. 

CFR BY THE NUMBERS 

602 
STUDENTS (FALL 2018) 

480 
UNDERGRADUATES (FALL 2018) 

77 
MASTER’S STUDENTS (FALL 2018) 

45 
PH.D. STUDENTS (FALL 2018) 

49 
FACULTY (FISCAL YEAR 2018) 

103 
DEGREES AWARDED (2017/2018) 

98 
FRESHMEN (FALL 2018) 

25.5 
AVERAGE FRESHMEN ACT SCORE 
(FALL 2018) 

$8,474,555 
GIFTS (FISCAL YEAR 2018) 

$194K 
SCHOLARSHIPS (2017/2018) 

30,729 
ACRES IN THE BULLDOG FOREST 
(FISCAL YEAR 2018) 

ON THE COVER: SmartThumper App. (Photo by David Ammon) 

C F R . M S S TAT E . E D U  

https://CFR.MSSTATE.EDU


  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

FROM THE DEAN 

I
t is a great time to be a Bulldog and an alumnus 
of the College of Forest Resources. We have a rich and proud 
legacy of natural resource leadership found in our students, 
faculty, staf, and alumni. Our students continue to receive 
national and international accolades for their scholarship 

and service. Our alumni infuence conservation at the regional, 
national, and international level. And, our renowned faculty have 
a world-class reputation for their instruction, research, service, and 
developing future leaders. 

Te 2018 CFR student body of 602 students represents 480 
undergraduates and 122 graduate students. A freshmen class of 98 
students joined our college this fall. And we graduated 103 students 
in 2017/2018 with placement at nearly 100 percent. 

Our Mississippi State University student chapter of the Society 
of American Foresters placed frst as the best student chapter in 
the U.S. For 20 consecutive years, the student chapter has been 
ranked as one of the top three in the nation. Likewise, our MSU 
student chapter of the International Forest Products Society, 
ranked frst in the nation. Additionally, our wildlife, fsheries 
and aquaculture students swept the recent Southeastern Deer 
Study Group competition. Students in all four majors are excel-
ling and bringing national and international prominence to our 
programs. It is an honor for me to serve as dean to these future 
natural resource leaders. 

Ensuring student success is one of our most important tasks in 
the College of Forest Resources. Trough numerous programs 
and initiatives, we strive to give students the tools they need to 
succeed. One of the avenues that is so important to ensuring future 
success is Professional Experience gained through summer intern-
ships, summer jobs, and cooperative education. Tank you to the 
many alumni who hire our students and allow them to gain this 
professional experience prior to graduation. Another successful 
program is the Undergraduate Research Scholars program. Each 
year, we have more students interested in participating and more 
faculty willing to mentor students. Allowing students to work 
alongside a professor as a junior colleague allows them to discover 
new knowledge, enhance their discipline-specifc expertise, and 
gain critical thinking skills. Te opportunity also lets students 
contribute to vital conservation research. 

Scholarships are so important to help us recruit the best and 
brightest students. Tanks to our alumni and friends, we awarded 
$194,000 in scholarships during 2017-2018. We also continue 
to grow the Bulldog Forest, which provides opportunities for 
research, teaching, and outreach on university forests; funds 

student internships on these forests; and provides scholarships. 
Te Bulldog Forest currently includes 40 forests across almost 
32,000 acres. Tis year, we were able to add the Triplett Forest to 
the properties. 

Trough a generous gif from the Taylor family, we were able 
to name Dr. Steve Demarais as the Taylor Chair in Applied Big 
Game Research and Instruction. Tis gif will ensure applied 
research conducted by the MSU Deer Lab will remain in perpe-
tuity. We also named Dr. Robert Grala as the James R. Moreton 
Fellow in Forestry, due to the generosity of the St. John and Morton 
families. Tese gifs are so important and allow us to recruit and 
retain the best faculty. 

In this issue of Renew, we feature an alumnus and student who 
have been serving abroad in the U.S. Armed Forces. I am sure 
there are many of our alumni who have served our country. We 
are so thankful to each of you for your service. We also report 
on an alumnae with the job of recruiting for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. On the cover, and in the magazine, is a feature 
on three MSU alumni who have developed an app for non-de-
structive testing of lumber. You will want to read the story and 
download this innovative app. I hope you enjoy the features we 
have prepared on prominent alumni expanding our infuence in 
conservation and beyond. 

Tank you for helping the College of Forest Resources at 
Mississippi State University become one of the best natural resource 
programs in the nation. I appreciate your support. Please stop by 
and visit next time you're on campus. 

George M. Hopper 
Dean 
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OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 

2018 ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR 

Tony L. Tooke 

T ony L. Tooke of Bristow, Virginia is the 2018 
College of Forest Resources Alumnus of the Year.  A 
1983 forestry graduate, Tooke is former chief of the 

U.S. Forest Service. Prior to his retirement, he served 
in numerous roles within the agency including regional 
forester for the Southern Region of the USDA Forest 
Service based in Atlanta, Georgia, and Forest Service chief 
of staf and associate deputy chief for the National Forest 
System. His resume also includes work throughout the 
Forest Service Southern Region comprised of Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, and Mississippi. He grew up 
in Detroit, Alabama, and began work with the USDA 
Forest Service at age 18. 

2018 ALUMNI FELLOW 

Craig F. Blair 

C raig F. Blair is the 2018 Alumni Fellow. Blair 
received his master’s degree in forestry in 1982. He 
has enjoyed a successful 36-year career with Resource 

Management Service (RMS), LLC. Te Fort Smith, 
Arkansas native has a wealth of forest products industry 
experience in acquisitions, resource planning, forest 
management, and wood procurement. Blair now serves 
as president and CEO of RMS and chairman of the 
company’s board of managers and investment 
committee. He leads an expe-rienced team of forestry 
and fnancial professionals that manage a global 
portfolio of more than $4 billion in tim-berland 
investments. 
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BULLDOG 
LEADS MS 
FORESTRY 
COMMISSION 
Forestry alumnus named 
Mississippi’s 13th State 
Forester 

SUBMITTED BY MISSISSIPPI  FORESTRY 

COMMISSION 

T
he Mississippi Forestry Commission’s Board of 
Commissioners announced the appointment of RUSSELL 

BOZEMAN to serve as Mississippi’s 13th State Forester, efec-
tive December 15, 2018. 

“On behalf of the Mississippi Forestry Commission’s 
Board of Commissioners, I am pleased to announce Russell 
Bozeman’s appointment as State Forester. Te Mississippi Forestry 
Commission is very fortunate to have him in this role. Mr. Bozeman’s 
dedication, background in forestry, leadership skills, and institu-
tional knowledge make him highly qualifed to fll his new role 
as State Forester,” said Board Chairman Ken Martin. “He has 
already proven to be a valuable asset to the agency, and the Board 
of Commissioners looks forward to his continued success serving 
the State of Mississippi.” 

Te State Forester oversees the state agency’s leadership team 
in the areas of forest protection, forest management, wildland fre 
management, forest inventory, and forest information distribution. 

Bozeman began his career with the agency as director of forest 
protection and information. More recently, Bozeman served the 
agency as interim state forester (October 2018) and assistant state 
forester (2015). Some of his responsibilities included supervision of 
the agency’s wildfre response eforts, public outreach and education 

division, and urban forestry division. He also engaged in strategic 
planning activities, budget oversight, and new program develop-
ment to ensure healthy and productive forests for the people of 
Mississippi. In addition, Bozeman acted as liaison to state and 
federal agency partners, forestry membership associations (on the 
state, regional, and national levels), and the state’s elected ofcials. 

“I am humbled and honored to accept this appointment as 
Mississippi’s next State Forester,” said Bozeman. “Our employees’ 
passion for protecting the state’s natural resources and serving the 
people of Mississippi is inspiring. I look forward to continuing the 
agency’s forward momentum in this new capacity.” 

Bozeman holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Forestry with 
a concentration in forest management from Mississippi State 
University and is a registered forester. He is a member of the 
Southern Group of State Foresters, National Association of State 
Foresters, Society of American Foresters, Mississippi Forestry 
Association, and Hinds County Forestry Association. Bozeman 
lives in Raymond with his wife and two daughters. In his spare 
time, he enjoys hunting, fshing, and serving as an active member 
of Raymond United Methodist Church. 🍁 

More about the MS Forestry Commission at www.mfc.ms.gov. 

www.mfc.ms.gov


C F R . M S S TAT E . E D U  6 CFR  

 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

O U TS TA N D I N G  A LUM N I  

SMART 
THUMPIN’ 
Sustainable bioproducts alumni 
develop new app 
BY ALAINA DISMUKES 

S
ustainable bioproducts alumni, DR. FREDERICO 

FRANÇA and SONGYI “MAY” HAN, have teamed up with pro-
fessor DR. DAN SEALE, in the Forest and Wildlife Research 
Center, to develop a new app to determine the stifest piece 
of lumber in a given stack. Stifness and strength are related. 

Smart Tumper uses soundwave and vibration to determine 
the stifness of lumber pieces. It will help carpenters, contractors, 
architects, engineers, lumber mill personnel, and can be particu-
larly benefcial for the do-it-yourself market. 

França, the app’s co-developer, received his doctoral degree in forest 
resources with a sustainable bioproducts concentration in 2017. He is 
now an assistant research professor in the Department of Sustainable 
Bioproducts. França frst envisioned the app when he discovered 
that the equipment designed to test lumber costs around $8,000. 

“Te goal was to make something cheaper, and more readily 
available, to give consumers and stakeholders broader access to 
nondestructive testing equipment,” França said. “Now anyone 
with a smartphone can download the app to help pick out the 
stifest lumber pieces for whatever they are building.” 

His love of physics, along with the desire to create something 
less expensive, fueled his idea for a smartphone app that would 
render lumber values through the use of soundwave and vibration. 

“With this app, I can show you which lumber is stifer and hence 
stronger,” França explained. “Tis can’t always be done through 
visual inspection. You need vibration or you need sound.” 

Lumber mills use both visual and mechanical means to grade 
all types of dimensional lumber. Pieces are tested for strength 
and stifness and then assigned a score. Te scores are placed in 
an algorithm to determine the grade. 

“Tis app can help further evaluate lumber within established 
grades, potentially optimizing the longevity and cost efciency 
of wood structures by selecting stifer pieces for situations that 
demand higher performance,” França said. 

Han, an English literature graduate from Fudan University 
in Shanghai, China, earned her master’s degree in sustainable 

bioproducts at MSU. She assisted with code development and 
completed her thesis on how to market the smartphone app. She 
plans to begin her doctoral degree in the department in 2019. 

Afer receiving her bachelor’s, she worked at a company for fve 
years in marketing and management sectors before coming to 
Starkville with her husband who was starting his Ph.D. program. 
Trough friends in the Department of Sustainable Bioproducts, 
Han met her advisor Dan Seale, MSU Warren S. Tompson 
Professor of Wood Science and Technology. Her experience in 
marketing compelled her to apply her knowledge to a new feld 
of study and apply to MSU as a graduate student. 

“Te Smart Tumper was merely an idea when I started,” Han 
said. “Making an app not only required coding, but also designing 
and coordinating with mechanical resources for the core function 
of the app.” 

She was in charge of communicating with the app coding experts, 
designing the icon and app fow, and consolidating and managing 
resources. Han said that those aspects of the project are now ful-
flled, but she will continue the process of marketing for the app. 

“Te use of smart phone or mobile phone apps is not common 
in the forest products feld,” Han said. “Tis pioneering work has 
been rewarding for myself and my department, and I believe it has 
a great potential to grow as a business as well.” 

Seale led the team of graduate students on the app development. 
“Tis app is the frst non-destructive lumber testing technology 

available to consumers at a reasonable cost,” Seale said. “It utilizes 
the same technologies that are being employed in lumber mills 
but at ‘consumer speeds’ rather than mill speeds that can exceed 
150 pieces per minute. It should beneft engineers, architects, car-
penters, DIY (do-it-yourself ) projects, as well as quality control 
personnel in mills.” 🍁 

Te app is available for download in the Apple Store. Visit https://itunes. 
apple.com/us/app/smart-thumber/id1436858557?mt=8. Find out more 
by visiting smartthumper.fwrc.msstate.edu. 

https://smartthumper.fwrc.msstate.edu
https://itunes


Dan Seale, Songyi “May” Han, and Frederico França demonstrate Smart Thumper. (Photo by David Ammon) 
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O U TS TA N D I N G  A LUM N I  

A PEOPLE 
PERSON 
CFR alumnae recruits U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife’s most vital resource 
BY VANESSA BEESON 

S
HARON FULLER-BARNES manages one of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s most important resources—people. 

As one of seven national recruiters, Fuller-Barnes is a 
diversity workforce specialist in the Ofce of Diversity 
and Inclusive Management for the agency. While her job 

encompasses reaching everyone interested in learning more about 
working for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, her emphasis is 
on recruiting more minorities and women into careers focused on 
protecting some of America’s most treasured landscapes. 

Fuller-Barnes was born and raised in Austin, Texas. It was her 
grandparents’ farm in east Texas, however, that fueled her love 
of the outdoors. 

“My mother was the youngest of 16 children and I would spend 
summers on my grandparents’ farm. I remember helping my 
grandmother with the animals and with planting vegetables and 
sitting on the porch for hours listening to the sounds of nature,” 
Fuller-Barnes said. 

As Fuller-Barnes grew up, she thought she wanted to become 
a veterinarian so she worked for a vet in high school. Ultimately 
though, she decided she wanted to do something on a larger con-
servation scale. Tat ambition brought her to Texas Tech Univer-
sity where she graduated with a wildlife and fsheries management 
degree in the university’s College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources in 2003. 

While Fuller-Barnes’s love of the outdoors was ingrained in 
her as a child, her passion for people happened later, afer she 
had graduated from Texas Tech and was working as a wildlife 
biologist at the Black Bayou Lake National Wildlife Refuge in 
Monroe, Louisiana. She was conducting an outreach program for 
children from a local elementary school. 

“Te local community is approximately 60 percent African 
American,” Fuller-Barnes explained. “Afer I fnished presenting 
to the students, two African-American girls came up to me and 
said, ‘We didn’t know that someone that looks like me could get 
a job doing this.’ Tat was when I saw frsthand how imperative 

it was that our agency refect the communities that we serve.” 
Afer that, Fuller-Barnes started her master’s degree focusing 

on human dimensions of wildlife management in the Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture at Mississippi State. She 
worked under the direction of Professor DR. KEVIN HUNT in the 
Human Dimensions Lab, graduating in 2006. 

“Te overall goal of my master’s thesis was to learn how we can 
be better communicators of conservation across all demograph-
ics. Specifcally, I was interested in understanding possible dif-
ferences between African-American and Anglo male hunters in 
Mississippi,” Fuller-Barnes said. 

She said understanding how diferent local communities use 
recreational resources is a frst step in efective education and out-
reach, which ultimately increases engagement and investment in 
these beloved spaces. 

She explained that a critical component in achieving a higher 
level of community engagement and education requires the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to strive on increasing the agency’s 
diversity of cultures and experiences. 

“To protect the land for future generations, it is imperative to get 
local communities engaged today. Tat happens when communi-
ties are represented throughout our workforce,” Fuller-Barnes said. 

She encourages minorities and anyone seeking a career in the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to seek out internships and other 
opportunities to get involved in feld work. 

“It’s a competitive career track so it’s important to go afer those 
experiences that give you an opportunity to get your hands on the 
land, whether that’s an internship or volunteering to help with feld 
work at your university,” Fuller-Barnes said. “As someone who has 
been with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for seventeen years, 
my advice to those starting out in this feld is to stay encouraged, 
keep up the momentum, and follow your passion.” 🍁 

Te U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is a bureau within the Department 
of the Interior. To learn more, visit www.fws.gov. 

www.fws.gov


Sharon Fuller-Barnes is a USFWS education specialist and workforce recruiter. (Photo by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
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SCOT T  EDWA R DS  &  CH A N D L ER  G UY  

RISING
 TO 
THECALL 

Bulldogs protect and serve 
in the U.S. Armed 
Forces 
BY VANESSA BEESON 

M
ississippi State University alumni and 
students have a long standing history of serving in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Many of those servicemen 
and women have been a part of the College of 
Forest Resources. Tis includes CAPTAIN SCOTT 

EDWARDS, a CFR alumnus, and SERGEANT CHANDLER GUY, 
a current CFR student. Both servicemen took a moment 
to refect on both their military service and ties to MSU. 
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CAPTAIN SCOTT EDWARDS 

CAPTAIN EDWARDS IS A 
CHAPLAIN FOR THE 2-114TH 

FIELD ARTILLERY REGIMENT, 
WHICH IS A PART OF 

THE 155TH ARMORED 
BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM. 

EDWARDS RETURNED 
FROM DEPLOYMENT 

AT CAMP BUEHRING, 
KUWAIT IN APRIL 2019. 

A STARKVILLE NATIVE 
AND MSU ALUMNUS, 
EDWARDS EARNED A 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN FORESTRY WITH A 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
CONCENTRATION IN 
2001 AND A MASTER 

OF SCIENCE IN WILDLIFE 
SCIENCE IN 2004. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR MILITARY CAREER. 

I was commissioned in November 2015 as 
a chaplain and graduated from the Army 
Chaplain Basic Ofcer Leader Course in 
2016. I joined as a chaplain because I felt God 
leading me to do so. I love soldiers and want 
to help them succeed in all aspects of life. 

HOW HAS YOUR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

INFORMED YOUR MILITARY EXPERIENCE 

AND VICE VERSA? 

Te CFR courses are very feld-oriented, 
so that naturally helps with confdence 
in an austere feld environment. Te CFR 
curriculum was also very helpful in fos-
tering development of problem solving 
skills, focused writing, and confdence in 
public speaking. 

HOW DOES YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

AT MSU INFLUENCE YOUR MILITARY 

CAREER AND VICE VERSA? 

I worked for 12 years as a wildlife biolo-
gist with the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks before joining 
the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Aquaculture in 2017. I am now a training 
coordinator for the Wildlife Services 
National Training Academy. Many of our 
soldiers are hunters, fshermen, and general 
outdoorsmen, so I am always getting ques-
tions about conservation topics which helps 
build rapport so that I can help them with 
other aspects of life. Teaching is a core com-
ponent of both my NTA and chaplain roles, 
and practical experiences in each serve to 
strengthen them both. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR ROLE AS CHAPLAIN. 

Te military employs chaplains to ensure 
that soldiers have religious freedom and 
the opportunity to worship when the 
military takes them from the communi-
ties in which they would normally worship. 
To become an Army chaplain, I earned a 
Master of Divinity degree from Liberty 
Baptist Teological Seminary in 2016 and 
became an ordained minister. Te core 
competencies of a chaplain are to nurture 
the living, care for the wounded, and honor 

the fallen. I spend a majority of my time 
counseling soldiers with emotional, family, 
work environment, and spiritual issues that 
they encounter. I advise my battalion com-
mander about troop morale, welfare, and 
morals. I also lead worship services in feld 
and garrison environments so that soldiers 
have opportunities to worship. What I 
love most about being an Army chaplain is 
getting to see soldiers make positive changes 
in their lives. 

TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT THE SACRIFICES 

YOU HAVE TO MAKE IN ORDER TO SERVE. 

HOW DO YOU HANDLE THOSE SACRIFICES 

AND WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR 

OTHERS? 

Te greatest sacrifce is being away from 
family for extended periods, such as this 
deployment. Life goes on back home and 
we miss it all. Coming back to “normal” can 
be challenging as well. For Guardsmen, the 
balance between military and civilian jobs 
can be a tremendous challenge, especially 
with increasing operations tempos across 
the world stage. Military life, although 
rewarding, is not easy. Soldiers frequently 
work 12+ hours a day, seven days a week, 
with poor food, in all types of weather, live 
out of backpacks, and sleep on cots. But 
the bond of shared sufering and sacrifce 
creates a brotherhood that very little else in 
life can match. Te support of loved ones 
in your immediate family and extended 
family, such as MSU has been to me, is 
critical to making for a successful deploy-
ment and re-entry to the civilian life. Te 
honor to serve my God, family, and country, 
and fellow Mississippians is an incredible 
motivator and blessing to me. 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO ADD? 

I am beyond blessed by my wife, Lydia, and 
our three boys for always being by my side, 
even when separated by 7,000 miles. I could 
not do this without her! My MSU family 
in the NTA has been incredibly supportive 
as well, and I look forward to getting back 
to work with them. 



2018 ALUMNI NEWSLET TER 13   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

SCOT T  EDWA R DS  &  CH A N D L ER  G UY  

SERGEANT 
CHANDLER 
GUY 
TELL US ABOUT YOUR MILITARY CAREER. 

I joined the military at the age of 19, afer 
my freshman year here at MSU. Considering 
another branch never crossed my mind. As 
a kid, I remember seeing a United States 
Marine for the frst time: wearing Dress 
Blues, standing tall, and portraying a clear 
image of integrity, strength, and exceptional 
character. I knew then that I wanted to 
embrace the Marines’ core values of honor, 
courage, and commitment, and serve my 
country to the best of my ability. 

HOW HAS YOUR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

INFORMED YOUR MILITARY EXPERIENCE 

AND VICE VERSA? 

I attribute much of my success throughout 
my military career to the knowledge and 
skills I developed as a student. Tese include 
public speaking, research skills to better 
understand all perspectives, recognizing 
academic goals that I may set for myself or 
my Marines, critical thinking skills, and 
much more. In addition, my military experi-
ence has complemented my academic expe-
rience by combining an intense educational 
experience with real-world training, pro-
viding me with diverse perspectives and 
a sense of mission accomplishment, and 
testing my resiliency, leadership, and ded-
ication to others before self. 

TELL ME A LITTLE ABOUT THE SACRIFICES 

YOU HAVE TO MAKE IN ORDER TO SERVE. 

HOW DO YOU HANDLE THOSE SACRIFICES 

AND WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR 

OTHERS? 

Student veterans, who are actively serving, 
face numerous sacrifces. For me, those have 
included things like having to set aside class 
so that I may fulfll my monthly duties, and 
then having to tackle six fnal exams in four 
days, or postponing graduation when our 
nation called upon us to serve. I handle these 
sacrifces by constantly reminding myself of 
why I started this journey: to be a part of 

something bigger than myself. I think of 
what the late 1st Lt. Travis Manion said, “If 
not me, then who?” My advice to students 
interested in the Armed Forces is to not be 
afraid to act on what you feel pulled to do. 
You will be challenged and there will be suf-
fering, but the highs outweigh the lows and 
you will have tapped into fuel for the rest 
of your life. Tis only scratches the surface 
in illustrating the camaraderie between us 
Marines—the experiences we’ve had, the 
things we’ve seen, and the immense, silent 
pride that flls us are things we carry with 
each step we take in any given location in 
this world. 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO ADD? 

I cannot begin to emphasize enough my 
gratitude for the support I have received 
from MSU, the College of Forest Resources, 
and the countless friends I have made 
between fellow students, faculty, and staf. 
Being forged in profound adversity and 
becoming a United States Marine com-
pletely transformed who I am and my life 
for the better. When I refect upon the 
pain experienced in boot camp, the amount 
of sleep lost trying to balance my duties 
and school, and the dangers we faced in 
Afghanistan, I wouldn’t change a thing 
and would do it all again without hesita-
tion. Hail State and Semper Fidelis! 

SERGEANT CHANDLER 
GUY IS AN INFANTRYMAN 
SQUAD LEADER IN THE 
U.S. MARINE CORPS. THE 
SUMMIT NATIVE IS A 
SENIOR FORESTRY MAJOR 
IN THE COLLEGE OF 
FOREST RESOURCES. WITH 
ONLY ONE SEMESTER 
LEFT, SERGEANT GUY 
WAS CALLED TO SERVE 
IN AFGHANISTAN. THE 
DEPLOYMENT, WHICH 
SPANNED AN ACADEMIC 
YEAR, RECENTLY ENDED 
AND SERGEANT GUY HAS 
RETURNED TO MSU TO 
FINISH HIS DEGREE. 

We’d like to take a moment to thank 
all CFR alumni and students who 
serve for their dedication and sacrifce. 
We’d love to hear your story of service. 
Email Renew editor, Karen Brasher, at 
Karen.brasher@msstate.edu and tell 
us your story along with a photo to be 
included in an upcoming CFR Serves 
segment on social media. 

mailto:Karen.brasher@msstate.edu
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DEVELOPMENT 
LONGTIME FACULTY 
MEMBER, WIFE 
HONOR MSU WITH 
BEQUEST 
BY ADDIE MAYFIELD 

F
or DR. GLOVER TRIPLETT and his late wife, IMOGENE, 
a signifcant bequest is a culmination of their deep appre-
ciation of Mississippi State University and their desire to 
advance education in their home state. 

Before her passing in 2013, Imogene explained, “We want 
to know what we have accumulated will be entrusted to the care 
of someone who can manage these resources wisely, in this case 
Mississippi State University.” 

Te bequest creates endowments in two academic units—the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and the College of Forest 
Resources and associates the Triplett name with the university’s 
Bulldog Forest. Proceeds generated from the Triplett Forest, estab-
lished with their 864-acre gif, supplement endowments for two 
professorships, fve scholarships, three funds for excellence and 
an assistantship. 

Glover attended then Mississippi State College and earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 1951. Afer a tour of duty in Korea, he returned 
to Mississippi State on the G.I. Bill and completed a master’s degree 
with an assistantship. Later, he earned a doctorate in agronomy 
from Michigan State University before embarking on a career in 
teaching and research at Te Ohio State’s Agricultural Research 
and Development Center in Wooster, Ohio. 

Since retiring from Ohio State, Glover has continued his ground-
breaking research in the areas of no-till farming and forage crop 

research with the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
Station at Mississippi State. 

Imogene also attended Mississippi State College, and later 
Ohio State University’s Agricultural Technical Institute. She was 
actively involved with the Starkville-MSU community and the 
Garden Clubs of Mississippi for many years. 

Te couple’s bequest is not their frst signifcant gif to the 
university. Tey earlier created the frst fully endowed chair in 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Te Dr. Glover B. 
Triplett Endowed Chair provides leadership in agronomy educa-
tion and research, as well as outreach to agronomy-based industry. 

Te Tripletts have taken great care to create a lasting legacy for 
Mississippi State, not only through Glover’s eforts as a longtime 
faculty member and Imogene’s volunteerism, but through their 
investment in the quality of education and research. 

“Te Bulldog Forest allows us to provide an accessible student 
and faculty laboratory in close proximity to campus,” Glover said. 

“Also by establishing endowed positions and scholarships, we can 
help others do what they love for years to come,” he added. 🍁

Find out more about the Bulldog Forest at bulldogforest.msstate.edu. 

https://bulldogforest.msstate.edu
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By establishing endowed positions and scholarships, Glover 

and Imogene Triplett have created a lasting legacy at 

Mississippi State University. (Photo by Russ Houston) 
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D E VELO PM EN T  

MSU PROFESSOR NAMED 
JAMES R. MORETON 
FELLOW IN FORESTRY 
BY VANESSA BEESON 

A
forestry professor has earned a prestigious 
fellowship in Mississippi State University’s College of 
Forest Resources. 

Professor DR. ROBERT GRALA has been named the 
Department of Forestry’s first James R. Moreton 

Endowed Fellow. Professor Dr. Dan Seale earned the inaugural 
accolade in the Department of Sustainable Bioproducts last year. 

The James R. Moreton Fellow in Forestry was established 
in 2012 through a gift from James Reginald Moreton, a 1956 
mechanical engineering alumnus. A Brookhaven resident, 
Moreton was founder and president of First Federal Savings 
and Loan before starting an industrial access mat company. He 
was heavily engaged in the timber business, which provided the 
raw material for his company’s mats. 

“We are grateful to Mr. Moreton for establishing this fellow-
ship to honor a professor who embodies the land-grant mission 
of teaching, research, and service,” said Dr. George Hopper, 
dean of the College of Forest Resources. 

Hopper added that it is fitting to honor Robert Grala as 
the inaugural James R. Moreton Fellow in the Department 
of Forestry. 

“Dr. Grala, as a leading forest economist, is part of a nationally 
recognized research program. As a faculty member for 14 years, 
he’s an invested student mentor, serving as faculty adviser of the 
MSU student chapter of the Society of American Foresters for 
more than a decade,” said Hopper, who also pointed out that 
the MSU SAF Student Chapter has placed in the top three 

nationally for the last 20 years, garnering first place chapter 
honors this past year. 

Grala, who teaches core courses in the department’s forestry 
program and directs graduate students in research-driven 
master’s and doctoral programs, said the honor has special 
meaning and that he is proud to be a part of MSU’s academic 
and research community. 

“I am grateful for those who nominated me, fellow faculty, 
staff, my graduate students, members of the Society of American 
Foresters Student Chapter, and my wife, Kate. This award would 
not be possible without their continuous support,” Grala said. 

“I also extend my gratitude to Mr. Moreton for founding this 
award and look forward to future work toward improving student 
learning and contributing to the success of the Department of 
Forestry, College of Forest Resources, and MSU.” 

Grala earned a master’s degree in forestry from the Warsaw 
University of Life Sciences, a master’s in environmental sciences 
and policy from Central European University, and a Ph.D. in 
forestry from Iowa State University. 🍁

Find out more about the Department of Forestry in the College of 
Forest Resources, visit cf.msstate.edu/forestry. 

https://cfr.msstate.edu/forestry
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M O RE TO N  FE L LOW:  RO BERT  G R A L A  

Robert Grala is pictured with a plaque commemorating his 

designation as a James R. Moreton Fellow during the CFR/ 

FWRC Advisory Board Meeting Luncheon and Awards on 

November 8, 2018. (Photo by David Ammon) 
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D E VELO PM EN T  

MSU PROFESSOR NAMED 
TAYLOR CHAIR IN APPLIED 
BIG GAME RESEARCH AND 
INSTRUCTION 
BY VANESSA BEESON 

A
longtime Mississippi State faculty member has 
been named the Taylor Chair in Applied Big Game Research 
and Instruction in the College of Forest Resources. 

DR. STEVE DEMARAIS, a Dale H. Arner Professor of 
Wildlife Ecology and Management in the Department of 

Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture, is a leading white-tailed deer 
researcher who has been with the university for more than 20 years. 
In that time, Demarais has published more than 130 peer-reviewed 
publications and led numerous master’s and doctoral students in 
applied research programs. In 2018, Demarais received the pres-
tigious Deer Management Career Achievement award from the 
Southeastern Deer Study Group. Te award recognizes outstanding 
contributions to white-tailed deer ecology and management. 

Demarais, who also holds a research appointment in the Forest 
and Wildlife Research Center, co-directs the Deer Ecology and 
Management Laboratory at Mississippi State alongside Dr. Bronson 
Strickland, the St. John Family Endowed Professor of Wildlife 
Management. MSU’s Deer Lab is one of the country’s leading 
deer research units, developing novel tools, including three smart 
phone applications, to improve landowners’ ability to manage their 
lands for deer and other big game. 

Demarais said support for applied research in big game manage-
ment is vital in Mississippi, pointing out that deer hunting brings 
in roughly $1 billion dollars annually to the Mississippi economy. 
He also noted that Mississippi State University has been a research 
leader for this particular economic driver. 

“Historically, the College of Forest Resources has been known for 
the applied nature of our research in big game ecology and manage-
ment,” Demarais said. “Tis gif will further the feld of ecology that 
applies to the management of our natural resources on the land.” 

He continued that the honor is a recognition of the research 
he has made his life’s work. 

“Tis honor is important to me because it recognizes what I 
have tried to do my whole career—conduct research that matters 

to landowners and biologists,” he said. “It’s impactful for the 
department because it ensures this applied research will be sup-
ported in perpetuity.” 

Te endowment was born out of a friendship between Patrick 
F. Taylor, founder and owner of Taylor Land & Cattle Company, 
and Harry Jacobson, professor emeritus in the College of Forest
Resources. 

“Dr. Jacobson, my predecessor, worked with the Taylors on two 
properties—one in Mississippi and another in New Mexico—con-
ducting research and providing advice on how to manage those 
properties,” explained Demarais, who also conducted research on 
the Taylors’ Mississippi property. “Te Taylors appreciated Dr. 
Jacobson’s contribution in helping them manage for big game and 
sought to support future research that landowners could apply to 
new management questions.” 

Dr. George Hopper, dean of the College of Forest Resources, 
said the gif promotes educational and environmental stewardship. 

“While Phyllis and the late Patrick F. Taylor have primarily 
focused their philanthropic eforts on education, their impact 
extends far beyond the classroom,” Hopper said. “With this gif, 
the Patrick F. Taylor Foundation ensures the training of tomor-
row’s leaders in wildlife biology while supporting meaningful 
research that helps landowners better manage their land for big 
game now and into the future.” 

Demarais earned his bachelor’s in wildlife biology at the 
University of Massachusetts. He earned a master’s in wildlife 
ecology and a doctoral degree in forest resources, both from 
Mississippi State. 🍁 

Find out more about the MSU Deer Lab at www.msudeer.com. 

www.msudeer.com
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TAYLO R  CH A I R :  S TE VE  D E M A R A IS  

Steve Demarais with a plaque commemorating his 

designation as Taylor Chair in Applied Big Game 

Research and Instruction at the CFR/FWRC Advisory 

Board Meeting Luncheon and Awards on November 8, 

2018. (Photo by David Ammon) 
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In Memoriam 

RODNEY 
FOIL 

LONGTIME VICE PRESIDENT for the MSU 
Division of Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Veterinary Medicine (DAFVM) passed 
away on February 4, 2018. Dr. R. Rodney 
Foil, who retired from Mississippi State 
in 1999 afer 30 years as an administrator, 
was 83 at the time of his death. 

At MSU, Foil also served as head of 
the Department of Forestry and dean 
of the School of Forest Resources. He 
was associate director of the Mississippi 
Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 
Station (MAFES) before being named 
director in 1978. MAFES research pros-
pered during his years of leadership. He 
was named DAFVM vice president in 1986. 

Te Bogalusa, Louisiana, native was a 
faculty member for 11 years at Louisiana 
State University before coming to MSU. 
He received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from LSU and was a doctoral graduate of 
Duke University. 

Dr. Foil is pictured with his wife, Rosalind.  He’s survived by his wife of 34 years, two children, and fve grandchildren. 
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 WARREN S. 
THOMPSON 
DR. WARREN S. THOMPSON, CFR dean 
emeritus, died on March 26, 2018, at the 
age of 88. 

Thompson began his career with 
Mississippi State in 1964 as professor 
and director of the Forest Products 
Utilization Laboratory. Te Mississippi 
Legislature created the laboratory to 
conduct research on wood and wood 
products, a major economic driver of the 
state economy. Tompson oversaw con-
struction of the facility and fostered its 
growth. In addition to research, the lab-
oratory included teaching and outreach 
in the Department of Wood Science 
and Technology (now the Department 
of Sustainable Bioproducts). 

In 1983, Tompson was named CFR 
dean. In 1993, the building that houses 
the dean’s ofce, Department of Forestry, 
and Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture was named Tompson Hall 
in honor of the longtime administrator. 

Born in Utica, Mississippi, Tompson 
completed his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees at Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
(now Auburn University) and his Ph.D. 
at the University of North Carolina. He 
was a veteran of the U.S. Army. 
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COLLEGE NEWS 
CARLTON OWEN 
SEMINAR 
CARLTON OWEN SEMINAR hosted two speak-
ers in 2018, one in the spring and another 
in the fall. 

Te spring seminar featured MSU alum-
nus and former U.S. Forest Service Chief 
Tony Tooke, who presented on his career 
in the U.S. Forest Service. 

Te fall semester featured Dr. Jef Kane, 
a renowned fre and forest ecology expert, 
who spoke about the ecological insights of 
litter fammability traits in southeastern 
U.S. tree species. 

Te Owen Lecture Series, established 
nearly two decades ago in MSU’s College 
of Forest Resources, is named for the Green-
ville, South Carolina, resident and 1974 
MSU graduate. Te program focuses on 
natural resource conservation issues. 

Tony Tooke Jeff Kane 

DR. GEORGE 
HOPPER NAMED 
HINDS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ALUMNUS 
OF THE YEAR 
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

honored Vicksburg native DR.

GEORGE HOPPER as the Alumnus 
of the Year as part of the annual 
Homecoming activities. 

A Hinds Community Col-
lege graduate, Hopper is dean of 
the College of Forest Resources 
and the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences at Mississippi 
State University. He also is direc-
tor of the Forest and Wildlife 
Research Center and the Mississippi Agri-
cultural and Forestry Experiment Station. 

Hopper took science-related pre-
requisites in 1972-73 at Hinds and 
attended MSU, where he earned a bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in botany 
and forestry, respectively. His Ph.D. in 
forestry is from Virginia Tech University. 

Dr. Hopper received the award from Dr. Clyde Muse, president 

of Hinds Community College, at the college’s alumni recognition 

dinner on October 18, 2018. 

He worked for 22 years at the University 
of Tennessee, serving as head of forestry, 
wildlife, and fsheries prior to joining MSU. 

“I’m honored and humbled by the rec-
ognition,” he said. “I’d like to think it’s not 
about me, but about all the alumni who 
have gone through Hinds and done well.” 

MSU WAS AGAIN 
NAMED A TREE 
CAMPUS USA 
MSU FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS 

planted 400 trees on February 21, 2018 in 
observance of Arbor Day. Hosted by the 
university’s Tree Campus USA Advisory 
Committee, the event celebrated MSU’s 
designation as a Tree Campus USA by the 
Arbor Foundation, a distinction held for 
four consecutive years. 
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WILDLIFE, 
FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE 
TURNS 50 
ON JULY 1, 1968, the Department of 
Wildlife Management was created with Dr. 
Dale H. Arner as head.  Prior to the forma-
tion of the department, wildlife and fshery 
courses were taught in the Department of 
Zoology. Just a year later, the department 
was renamed the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries. In 1970, an undergrad-
uate degree in fsheries management was 
approved and a year later, the master’s degree 
in wildlife ecology began. Management of 
wildlife habitat has always been a central 
theme within the department and continues 
today. Hundreds of students, faculty, and 
staf have contributed to the department, 
which is ofen recognized as one of the top 
applied fsh and wildlife programs in the U.S. 



SEPT 21-22, 2018 
JOHN W. STARR 
MEMORIAL FOREST 
STARKVILLE, MS 
WWW.MIDSOUTHFORESTRY.ORG 
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CO L L EG E  N E WS  

2018 
MID-SOUTH 
FORESTRY 
EQUIPMENT
SHOW 

BY THE NUMBERS 

7,048 
Attendees 

91 
Exhibitors 

1,110 
Continuing education 
participants 

4,191.5 
Credit hours earned 

$26,250.82 
Raised for Log-A-Load for 
Kids (major contributors 
include B&G Equipment, 
Stribling Equipment, 
TraxPlus, FMI, and sales/ 
rafes coordinated by 
the Mississippi Loggers 
Association.) 

$6,000 
Contribution fom Mid-
South Forestry Equipment 
Show, Inc. in memory of W. 
J. Bates, co-founder of B&G
Equipment 

https://26,250.82
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M I D -S O U T H  F O RES TRY  EQ U I PM EN T  SH OW  
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CO L L EG E  N E WS  

FACULTY/STAFF
AWARDS 

DR. DAVID EVANS 
CFR TEACHING AWARD 
Dr. David Evans, professor in the 
Department of Forestry, earned the CFR 
Teaching Award. As a central fgure in the 
forestry department’s spatial technology/ 
remote sensing curriculum, Evans teaches a 
dendrology course required of all forestry 
and wildlife, fsheries and aquaculture 
majors. He also serves as coordinator for 
the natural resource technology concen-
tration that is part of the natural resource 
and environmental degree. 

DR. MARCUS LASHLEY 
CFR EARLY CAREER 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Dr. Marcus Lashley, assistant professor 
in the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture, earned the CFR Early 
Career Achievement Award. In his three 
years at MSU, Lashley has published 28 
research manuscripts with an additional 12 
submitted and in review. He’s submitted 
33 grant proposals and received more than 
$1.68 million in outside research funding. 
He advises six master’s and two doctoral 
students. 

DR. DARYL JONES 
CFR/FWRC 
EXTENSION/OUTREACH AWARD 
Dr. Daryl Jones, extension professor in 
the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, earned the CFR Extension 
Award. As coordinator for Natural 
Resource Enterprises, Jones has helped 
landowners generate more than $2 million 
in revenue through recreational activi-
ties on their lands. His workshops have 
attracted more than 250 participants who 
collectively own over 100,000 acres of land. 
Jones also serves as extension coordinator 
for the department. 
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FACU LT Y/S TA FF  AWA R DS 

DR. STEPHEN DICKE 
CFR/FWRC FACULTY SERVICE AWARD 
Dr. Stephen Dicke, extension professor in 
the Department of Forestry, earned the 
CFR Service Award. Dicke serves on the 
Mississippi Forestry Association board of 
directors and is a trustee for the Mississippi 
Forestry Foundation. He also chairs MFA’s 
Project Learning Tree committee, an inter-
national award-winning environmental 
curriculum for school teachers. He also 
serves as regional chair for the Mississippi 
Tree Farm program, overseeing 20 counties 
in Central Mississippi. 

DR. GARRETT STREET 
FWRC RESEARCH AWARD 
Dr. Garrett Street, assistant professor in 
the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, earned the CFR Research 
Award. In his three years at MSU, Street 
has published 20 research manuscripts, 
included in such top tier journals as 
Ecology and Evolution. He’s submitted 
17 grant proposals and has received $1.8 
million in outside research funding. Each 
year, undergraduate scholars have con-
ducted research in his lab. He also advises 
four graduate students. 

DORIS LEE MEMORIAL 
STAFF AWARDS 
EDWARD ENTSMINGER, research asso-
ciate II in the Department of Sustainable 
Bioproducts, earned the Doris Lee 
Memorial Outstanding Professional Staf 
Award. Entsminger is engaged in research 
and outreach, including managing the 
Wood Magic Science Fair Mobile Unit, 
which reaches more than 10,000 secondary 
students each year around the state. 

CHRISTOPHER MCGINNIS, building main-
tenance technician II in the Department 
of Sustainable Bioproducts, earned the 
Doris Lee Memorial Outstanding Support 
Staf Award. McGinnis is responsible for 
infrastructure maintenance of a 10-acre 
complex with more than 90,000 square 
feet of foor space. 
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CO L L EG E  N E WS  

CFR 
PROFESSORSHIPS 

DR. ANDREW KOUBA 
DALE H. ARNER PROFESSOR 
OF WILDLIFE ECOLOGY AND 
MANAGEMENT 
Professor and Head Andrew Kouba, 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, was named the Dale H. 
Arner Professor of Wildlife Ecology and 
Management. He has restructured the 
department’s curriculum, adding more 
8,000-level courses and more options 
for Maymester classes. Kouba also assists 
in a Graduate Recruitment Assistance 
Grant from the MSU Office of the 
Graduate School to increase female and 
minority graduate student enrollment. 
He recently graduated from the Food 
Systems Leadership Institute ofered 
by the Association of Public Land Grant 
Universities. 

DR. RUBIN SHMULSKY 
WARREN S. THOMPSON PROFESSOR 
OF WOOD SCIENCE 
Professor and Head Rubin Shmulsky, 
Department of Sustainable Bioproducts, 
was named the Warren S. Thompson 
Professor of Wood Science. Shmulsky 
has served the Department of Sustainable 
Bioproducts, (formerly Forest Products) 
for nearly 15 years, earning his master’s 
and doctoral degrees from the program 
in the 1990s. He has served as principal 
investigator on several research projects, 
including a fve-year multi-state program 
focused on valuing Southern pine. He 
is involved in the International Forest 
Products Society, where he was a recent 
international conference chair and exec-
utive board member. 

DR. CHANGYOU “EDWIN” SUN 
GEORGE L. SWITZER PROFESSOR OF 
FORESTRY 
Professor Changyou Sun, Department of 
Forestry, was named the George L. Switzer 
Professor of Forestry. A faculty member in 
the MSU Department of Forestry for 15 
years, Sun has authored 55 refereed pub-
lications, taught nearly a dozen diferent 
courses in forestry, advises 10 undergradu-
ates each semester, and currently serves on 
fve graduate committees. He is associate 
editor of economics for Forest Science and 
is on the editorial board of International 
Forestry Review. His research focus is on 
forest policy and law, resource and envi-
ronmental economics, and international 
trade of forest products. 
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CFR  PRO FES S O RSH I PS  

DR. WES BURGER 
WILLIAM L. GILES DISTINGUISHED 
PROFESSOR 
Dr. Wes Burger has been designated a 
William L. Giles Distinguished Professor, 
one of the highest honors bestowed on 
MSU faculty. Based on distinguished 
scholarship demonstrated by a record 
of outstanding performance in research, 
teaching, and service, the Giles honor is 
conferred on a faculty member who has 
attained national or international status 
as verifed by external reviewers in the 
candidate’s specifc feld. Burger has ded-
icated his entire 25-year academic career 
to MSU. Along with serving as associate 
director of the Mississippi Agricultural 
and Forestry Experiment Station and the 
Forest and Wildlife Research Center, he 
is a professor of wildlife ecology in the 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture. 

OTHER AWARDS 

DR. HEATHER ALEXANDER, assistant 
professor in the Department of Forestry, 
received the faculty research award from 
the MSU Offce of Research and Economic 
Development. 

DR. STEVE DEMARAIS, professor in the 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, received the Deer Management 
Career Achievement award from the 
Southeastern Deer Study Group. The award 
recognizes outstanding contributions to white-
tailed deer ecology and management. 

DR. DON GREBNER, forestry professor, was 
awarded a Love of Learning Award from The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s 
oldest and most selective collegiate honor 
society for all academic disciplines. 

MR. BILLY HERRIN, forestry research 
associate II, received the research support 
staff award from the MSU Offce of Research 
and Economic Development. 

MS. ANGELA HILL, administrative assistant 
in the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, received the MSU Division 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary 
Medicine Stellar Staff Award in the support 
staff category. 

DR. KEVIN HUNT, professor in the Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture, won 
the Meritorious Service Award from the 
American Fisheries Society. The award is 
presented annually to an individual member 
for loyalty, dedication, and service to AFS. 

The Mississippi Wildlife Federation 
recognized DR. ADAM ROHNKE, senior 
extension associate, as Conservation Educator 
of the Year, and DR. DARYL JONES, extension 
professor, as Conservationist of the Year. 

DR. COURTNEY SIEGERT, assistant forestry 
professor, received the Regions Bank-MSU 
Division of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary 
Medicine Superior Faculty Award in Teaching. 
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CO L L EG E  N E WS  

CHANGING 
OF THE GUARD 

NEW FACULTY 

DR. SANDRA CORREA joined the 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture as an assistant professor. She 
received a bachelor’s in marine biology 
at Universidad del Valle, a master’s in 
zoology at University of Florida, and a 
Ph.D. in wildlife and fsheries sciences 
at Texas A&M University. Her research 
focus is on understanding the role of the 
temporal, spatial, and structural environ-
ment on biodiversity and fsheries pro-
ductivity in large rivers. 

DR. JOSHUA J. GRANGER joined the 
Department of Forestry as an assistant 
professor. He has two doctorates from 
the University of Tennessee, with one in 
natural resources and the other in bio-
metrics. His research interests involve 
forest ecology and quantitative silvicul-
ture, with emphases on forest regeneration 
and conservation of native plant commu-
nities and natural resources in the eastern 
United States. 

DR. KRISHNA POUDEL joined the 
Department of Forestry as an assistant pro-
fessor. He earned his bachelor’s in forestry 
from Tribhuvan University, a master’s 
in forest biometrics from Louisiana 
State University, and a master’s in statis-
tics and Ph.D. in forest biometrics from 
Oregon State University. At Oregon State 
University he developed quantitative tools 
to assess forest resources and model their 
dynamics in time and space. 
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CH A N G I N G  O F  T H E  G UA R D  

DR. JIA YANG joined the Department 
of Forestry as an assistant professor. He 
earned a bachelor’s in agricultural mete-
orology at China Agricultural University 
in Beijing and a Ph.D. in forest ecology at 
Auburn University. His research focus is 
on remote sensing, GIS, and ecosystem 
modeling in terrestrial ecosystems. 

RETIREMENTS 

DR. ANDREW EZELL, George L. Switzer Professor of Forestry 
and head of the Department of Forestry, retired afer 30 years 
of service. Ezell conducted hardwood research and served as an 
extension and research professor before becoming head in 2009. 
He earned his doctorate in silviculture and wood quality from 
Louisiana State University, his master of forest science in silvi-
culture and forest ecology from Yale University, and his bach-
elor’s in forest management from the University of Tennessee. 

DR. HAMID BORAZJANI retired as a professor in the Department 
of Sustainable Bioproducts. Borazjani began working in 1983, 
afer completing his master’s and doctoral degrees at MSU in 
pest management and plant pathology, respectively. A native 
of Iran, Borazjani taught environmental issues related to the 
forest products industry, and he conducted research in biore-
mediation of organic and inorganic wood preservatives from 
contaminated soil, water, and treated wood wastes. 

DR. STEPHEN DICKE retired as extension professor in the 
Department of Forestry afer 29 years of service. Dicke served 
as extension forestry specialist for southwest Mississippi with 
a statewide expertise in Christmas trees, arboriculture, and 
forest income taxation. He earned his doctoral degree in forest 
resources from MSU. Prior to that, he obtained a master’s in 
horticulture from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and a 
bachelor’s in forest management from the University of Missouri. 

DR. DAVID EVANS retired as Sharp Professor of Forestry afer 
23 years of service. Evans served as an expert in silviculture 
and remote sensing. He earned his doctorate and master’s in 
forestry and his bachelor’s in forestry and wildlife manage-
ment from Louisiana State University. 

DR. SCOTT ROBERTS, forestry professor, retired afer 23 years of 
service. His areas of research included ecology and silviculture 
in southern forests and forest production ecology. He taught 
courses in forest ecology and fre. He earned his doctorate in 
forest ecology and silviculture and his master’s and bachelor’s 
in forest management from Utah State University. 

DR. GLENN HUGHES, extension forestry professor, retired afer 
22 years of service. He served as an expert in urban and coastal 
forestry. He earned his doctorate in wildlife ecology from Texas 
A&M, his master’s in range management from the University 
of Wyoming, and his bachelor’s in forestry from Mississippi 
State University. 
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STUDENT NEWS 

SEAMON SELECTED FIRST RMS FORESTRY SCHOLAR AT MSU 
SAMANTHA SEAMON, a junior forestry major from Prattville, 
Alabama, is the inaugural recipient of a $10,000 Resource 
Management Service, LLC (RMS) scholarship award. 

“Forestry is an important profession, one that can have a very 
positive impact on the world, and we are pleased Samantha Seamon 
is the frst recipient of our scholarship at Mississippi State and one of 
eight RMS recipients studying forestry at land-grant universities in 
the southern United States,” said Craig Blair, RMS president and CEO. 

Blair, who holds a 1982 MSU Master of Forest Resources degree, 
continued, “Foresters help society meet its needs through the sus-
tainable management of one of our most important renewable 
resources—our forests. Tis scholarship program is an efort to 
promote forestry as a career and to provide a pathway to the pro-
fession for deserving students like Samantha.” 

In particular, Seamon is majoring in forestry with a concentra-
tion in forest management and a minor in economics. She is the 
daughter of Shaun and Wanda Seamon. As the frst RMS scholar 

at MSU, she said she feels honored to pursue her dream of forestry 
with fnancial assistance. 

“My brother and I are both in college, and the expense that comes 
along with that adds up for our family,” said Seamon. “Gaining 
support from RMS is a big deal to me. By taking away the fnan-
cial burden of school, the company has encouraged and enabled 
me to completely focus on excelling in forestry.” 

Trough her time at MSU, Seamon has been involved with 
the MSU student chapter of the Society of American Foresters— 
serving initially as a freshman representative, then secretary, and 
now president of one of the nation’s most outstanding chapters. 
Seamon is also a College of Forest Resources Ambassador, rep-
resenting the academic unit by promoting forestry studies and 
assisting in recruitment of students. 

In addition to the scholarship, Seamon is eligible for an accom-
panying full-time, paid summer internship with RMS, which would 
occur between her junior and senior years of study. 



2018 ALUMNI NEWSLET TER 33   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

MSU TAKES ALL AT SOUTHEASTERN DEER STUDY GROUP COMPETITION 
STUDENTS IN Mississippi State University’s College of Forest 
Resources took top honors at the recent 41st annual meeting of 
the Southeastern Deer Study Group, marking the frst time in 
the conference’s four-decade history that one school has swept 
the competition. 

MSU graduate students in MSU’s Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture took frst, second, and third place in 
the annual student oral presentation competition. 

“Tese awards are a marker of the excellent science conducted 
on Mississippi State University’s campus, and the hardworking 
professors and graduate students who make it possible,” said DR.

STEVE DEMARAIS, Dale H. Arner Professor of Wildlife Ecology and 
Management. “Te Quality Deer Management Association stated 
aferwards that these awards show that the MSU 
Deer Lab is conducting some of the best research in 
the nation. I have to agree with that claim.” 

Te meeting annually draws 300-400 biologists 
and scientists, who present the latest fndings and 
host discussions on current topics in deer ecology 
and management. While historically the confer-
ence only included states from the Southeastern 
U.S., more recently it has drawn participants from 
as far away as the Pacifc Northwest. 

“Tis meeting has become the country’s premier 
event dealing with deer ecology and management,” 
Demarais said. 

Mississippi State students competed against a 
group of 18 graduate students from other universities. 

“Students are graded on the basis of the impor-
tance of the topic, the uniqueness of the research, 
the quality of the work, and the presenter’s public 
speaking skills. All three of the students who took 
top prizes are highly motivated, have a complete 
grasp of their research, and use their creativity to 
make their presentations stand out from the pack,” 
Demarais said. 

DAN MORINA, a graduate student from Raleigh, 
North Carolina, took frst place for his research 
presentation on mating preferences among white-
tailed deer. Morina conducted a study to see whether 
female deer are selective about their mates, and if so, 
which characteristics are important factors. 

Te second place winner, JORDAN YOUNGMANN 

of Hoosick Falls, New York, studies the genetic 
profle of deer to determine their origin. In the 1900s, 

deer populations were at an all-time low in the Southeast. In a suc-
cessful wildlife restoration efort, deer were imported from all over 
the country and released throughout Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Tennessee. Te study will determine if non-native deer are genet-
ically distinguished from native individuals. 

JACOB DYKES of Amory took third place for his research. Dykes 
studies how plant nutrients infuence diet selection in white-tailed 
deer. His research examines whether deer discriminate between 
forages based on their nutrient concentrations. He also looked at 
whether they selected or avoided certain nutrients in the foods. 

Te MSU Deer Lab is a unit of the university’s Forest and Wildlife Research 
Center and Extension Service. For more, visit www.msudeerlab.com. 

Dan Morina and Dr. Demarais with their awards at the event. 

www.msudeerlab.com
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S T U D EN T  N E WS  

MSU FORESTRY STUDENTS LEAD AS OUTSTANDING CHAPTER 20 YEARS RUNNING 
THE STUDENT CHAPTER of the Society of 
American Foresters at Mississippi State 
University is frst once again in the annual 
SAF Outstanding Student Chapter national 
competition for the 2017-2018 academic year. 

MSU President Dr. Mark E. Keenum con-
gratulated members of the MSU student 
chapter of the Society of American Foresters 
for 20 years of excellence. Pictured are, from 
lef, Associate Dean and Professor Dr. Ian 

Munn; senior forestry/environmental con-
servation major Marshall A. Callicott of 
Bryant, Arkansas; senior forestry/forest man-
agement major Darcey A. Collins of Bauxite, 
Arkansas; junior forestry/wildlife manage-
ment major Rachel E. Nation of Milton, 
Florida; Keenum; junior forestry/forest man-
agement major Samantha “Sam” Seamon of 
Prattville, Alabama; forestry doctoral student 
Tu Ya Kyaw of Starkville; and sustainable 

bioproducts master’s student William Grifn 
of Philadelphia. Back row, from lef, are soph-
omore forestry/forest management major 
Adam W. Lindsey of Purvis; senior forestry/ 
forest management major Jordan L. Childs 
of Grenada; senior forestry/forest manage-
ment major Matthew S. Harrison of Cherokee, 
Alabama; junior forestry/urban forestry major 
Adam C. McKnight of Milton, Florida; and 
Professor Dr. Robert Grala. 

MSU STUDENT CHAPTER 
FOREST PRODUCTS SOCIETY IS 
NATION’S LEADER 
THE MISSISSIPPI STATE student chapter of the Forest Products 
Society is the outstanding student chapter for the 2017-18 
academic year. Te international award is based on student 
involvement and participation, service, planned networking 
events, and fundraising, among other criteria. Te chapter 
currently has about 17 members. Sustainable bioproducts 
assistant professor Dr. Jason Street is the chapter advisor. 
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S T U D EN T  N E WS  

MSU SENIOR EARNS 
COMPETITIVE ARBORICULTURE, 
URBAN FORESTRY SCHOLARSHIP 
A SENIOR FORESTRY MAJOR in MSU’s 
College of Forest Resources has received 
a competitive scholarship from an inter-
national nonproft focused on advancing 
research and education in arboriculture 
and urban forestry. 

KATRINA HENN is one of three recipi-
ents of the $5,000 Robert Felix Memorial 
Scholarship, supporting college students 
studying arboriculture and urban forestry 
with the intention of entering the profes-
sion. Te scholarship was awarded by the 
Tree Research and Education Endowment 
Fund, or TREE Fund, a charitable trust 
afliated with the International Society of 
Arboriculture and the Tree Care Industry 
Association. 

Students from Brigham Young University 
and DePaul University also received the 
award. 

Henn is the daughter of Alan and Linda 
Henn of Starkville. She is pursuing an urban 
forestry concentration as well as minors in 
both geospatial and remote sensing, and 
computer science. 

Henn said while she started out as an 
MSU computer science major, her love of 
the outdoors drew her to forestry. 

“I like urban forestry because it’s like a 
puzzle you have to fgure out. All the trees in 
a city’s limits, whether on public or private 
property, make up the tree canopy and an 
urban forester’s job is to help manage the 
entire system—not just the trees, but also 
resource management, water fow, pollution, 
aesthetics, and wildlife,” Henn said. 

STUDENT AWARDS 

CAROLINE BARUZZI, wildlife, fsheries 
and aquaculture graduate student, is the 
recipient of the Graduate Student Award 
from the MSU Offce of Research and 
Economic Development. 

GABRIELLY BOBADILHA, a Ph.D. student 
in sustainable bioproducts, was featured 
in Universidade Estadual de Mato Grosso 
do Sul newspaper, where she previously 
attended. 

Wildlife, fisheries and aquaculture 
graduate students GIANCARLO COPPOLA 

and BRADLEY RICHARDSON both 
received frst place for oral presentations 
at the MSU Graduate Student Research 
Symposium. Both in the Life, Biological 
and Engineering Sciences section of 
the competition, Coppola received the 
master’s award and Richardson received 
the doctoral award. 

ISABELLA J. DURHAM, senior wildlife, 
fsheries and aquaculture major, and 
JUSTIN N. YOW, senior forestry major, 
placed second in the biological sciences 
and engineering categories, respectively, 
as part of the MSU Undergraduate 
Research Symposium. 

ALEXANDRA FIRTH, wildlife, fsheries 
and aquaculture master’s student, and 
NATASHA DROTAR, forestry master’s 
student, placed frst and third, respectively, 
in the Mississippi Water Resources 
Conference poster competition. 

Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
graduate student HUNTER HATCHER 

and undergraduate student ASHLEY 

SHANNON, placed first and third for 
the Best Student Paper competition at 
the Mississippi Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society meeting. 
Hatcher also received a scholarship 
award. Graduate student CHELSEA 

GILLILAND received the Excellence in 
Public Outreach award at the meeting. 

ZEIMA KASSAHUN, forestry master’s 
student, placed third in the poster 
competition at the 2018 Southern 
Hardwood Research Group Meeting. 

ANUSHA SHRESTHA, forestry doctoral 
student, placed first in the poster 
competition at the International Society 
of Forest Resources Economics meeting. 

Students in the MSU student chapter of The 
Wildlife Society participated in the 2018 
Southeastern Wildlife Society Student 
Conclave. JONATHAN SMITH, a senior 
wildlife, fsheries and aquaculture major, 
placed frst in the open category of the 
wildlife call competition. 

KASSANDRA STOUT, sustainable 
bioproducts master’s student, received the 
Composite Panel Association Scholarship, 
in memory of Robert E. Dougherty. 

STEVEN WOOD, forestry major, is the 
recipient of the Undergraduate Student 
Award from the MSU Offce of Research 
and Economic Development. 

ETHAN WOODYARD, wildlife, fsheries 
and aquaculture major, is the recipient 
of the Mississippi chapter of American 
Fisheries Society student research 
scholarship award. 

XUEFENG ZHANG, forestry doctoral 
candidate, placed third in the poster 
competition at the 2018 meeting of the 
International Society of Forest Resource 
Economics. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

JAMES TEAFORD (Forestry 1972) has pub-
lished “10 Square Chains: An Ecological 
Potpourri of Nature Notes,” a thought-pro-
voking e-book about nature and its mysteries. 

JIM DYKES (Forestry 1977) has six grand-
children. He is considering retirement but 
currently having too much fun. He resides 
in McComb. 

RON MCREE III (Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 1981) works for Hankins Lumber 
Company in Grenada, Mississippi. McRee 
is the proud grandfather of three boys. 

JOHN NOBLES (Forestry 1978) retired as 
the division chief of fre and aviation for 
the National Park Service. Nobles spent 
29 years with the U.S. Forest Service and 
six years with the National Park Service. 

BILL CANALE (Forestry 1983) celebrated 
his 30th anniversary of Canale Forest 
Management Company in 2018. Canale 
has been a consulting forester for 35 years. 

J. KELVIN TAYLOR (Wood Science and 
Technology 1985) is working for IKO 
Industries in the Residential Roofing 
Division, Sylacauga, Alabama. 

BEN VANDERFORD (Forestry 1992) is the 
regional forester for the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission, Region I. Vanderford has 
worked for the state agency since 2009, 
serving as hazard mitigation forester, county 
service forester, and assistant district forester. 

PAJE OWENS (Forestry 1997) returned to 
Mississippi in 2015 to work for Pepper 
Surveying and Mapping , LLC after 
residing on the island of Nantucket, 
Massachusetts for the previous eleven years. 

In Massachusetts, she worked for Blackwell 
and Associates, Inc. as a surveyor in training/ 
project manager. She obtained her Wetland 
Delineator Certifcation and Mississippi 
Professional Surveyor license in 2016 and 
brings 20 years of land surveying experience 
to her current role. 

WILLIAM MCKINLEY (Forestry 1997; Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 2002) is the Deer 
Program coordinator for the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks. McKinley has been with the depart-
ment since 2001 and entered the Deer 
Program in 2003. He served as the Deer 
Program leader and most recently was the 
Deer Enclosure Program coordinator. 

MATT GRAY (Wildlife and Fisheries Science 
1995) and DEBRA MILLER (Wildlife and 
Fisheries Science 1987) have received a $2.5 
million National Science Foundation grant 
to study an emerging pathogen that devours 
the skin of salamanders. Gray and Miller 
are faculty members in the University of 
Tennessee Institute of Agriculture Center for 
Wildlife Health within the UT Department 
of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries.  Te 
study includes scientists from Vanderbilt 
University, University of Massachusetts-
Boston, Texas Tech University, University of 
California-Santa Barbara and Washington 
State University. 

RAY BEESON (Forest Products 2000) was 
promoted to dry-end superintendent of 
Weyerhaeuser in Bruce, Mississippi, in 
March 2018. 

BEAU HOLLOWAY (Forestry 2002) is the Unit 
Manager for an Engineering Lumber facility 
in Castleberry, Alabama. Evergreen ELP, 
a division of Weyerhaeuser, manufactures 

microllam headers and I-joist products 
used in new home construction. Beau and 
wife Lucy Sellers Holloway have two sons, 
Briggs, aged 4.5 years old and Banks, aged 
2 years old. 

PETER C. SMILEY JR. (Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 2002) and Christian Lenhart 
edited “Ecological Restoration in the 
Midwest: Past, Present, and Future” from 
Bur Oak Books. He is a research ecologist 
for the USDA-ARS soil drainage research 
unit in Columbus, Ohio, and is co-founder, 
past president and at-large representative of 
the Midwest-Great Lakes Chapter of the 
Society for Ecological Restoration. 

JESSICA SMITH (Forestry 2004) is a registered 
nurse in same day surgery at Methodist 
Lebonheur Healthcare. 

ANDREW HOUSE (Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 2017) is a doctoral student at 
the University of Helsinki. Andrew received 
a Fulbright Scholarship for his Ph.D. in 
Finland. “A small town southern boy from 
Alabama living in Finland; I never thought I 
would be here. I am still amazed every single 
day that I received a Fulbright scholarship 
and am now a doctoral student. I am taking 
each day as it comes to achieve my goals. I 
am always chasing my dreams,” House said. 

MARK PORTER (Forestry 2018) interned with 
Resource Management Service LLC in 
summer 2018 and began a graduate program 
at the University of Georgia in fall 2018. 



2018 ALUMNI NEWSLET TER 37   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OBITUARIES 

CONNIE GLENN WILKERSON (Forestry 1958) 
Connie Glenn Wilkerson died on December 
29. 2017. Wilkerson was a veteran of the 
Mississippi Army National Guard, a forester 
with International Paper Company for 32 years 
and a Justice Court Judge of George County for 
12 years. He loved the good Lord, his family, 
deer hunting, his wife’s lemon pie, and Tim 
Tebow. 

CATALINO BLANCHE (Advisory Board 
Member; Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, 
Entomology and Plant Pathology 1980) 
Dr. Catalino Advincula Blanche died January 29, 
2018. He was born on November 25, 1947 
in Santa, Ilocos Sur, Philippines. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in Wood Science and 
Technology at the UP Los Banos (UPLB). He 
was recruited by the College of Forestry faculty 
to teach plant physiology and plant ecology 
classes immediately after graduation. During 
the time that he was teaching, he fnished a 
master’s degree in Agriculture at UPLB. He 
and wife Fe Celeste Bayta moved to the U.S. 
where he pursued a master’s in ecology/bio-
chemistry at the University of Georgia. He then 
obtained a doctorate degree in plant phys-
iology/crop ecology from Mississippi State 
University in 1980. After a post-doctoral job 
at MSU, Catalino took a faculty position at 
Southern University where he served as Director 
of the Urban Forestry Program. He eventually 
transferred to Arkansas to work for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural 
Research Service as staff scientist. He then 
accepted the position of National Program 
Leader for the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA), managing the McIntire-
Stennis Program and other projects. Catalino 
was an avid SEC college sports fan, cheering 
his favorite Dawgs: UGA and MSU through 
college football and basketball season. He 
also enjoyed gardening as well as traveling. 

ALICE KATHERINE “KATHY” WHITE 

LUNCEFORD (Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 1986) 
Alice Katherine “Kathy” White Lunceford of 
Smyrna, GA passed away at St. Mary Hospice 
House in Athens, GA on May 23, 2018. She 

was born January 25, 1956 in Yazoo City, 
MS. She is the daughter of the late Walter 
Aden White and Mildred Mitchener White of 
Yazoo City, MS. Kathy earned a B.S. in Biology 
and M.S. in Wildlife Ecology from Mississippi 
State University where she also graduated with 
honors. Kathy worked as a wildlife biologist for 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service in 
both Jackson and Starkville, as well as taught 
classes at Mississippi State. She was a pas-
sionate lover and defender of wildlife and all 
of nature. 

FRANK T. BONNER (Adjunct Professor) 
Dr. Franklin T. Bonner died on Nov. 24, 2018 
at OCH Regional Medical Center. Born in 
Memphis, Tennessee to George Williamson and 
Grace Thomson Bonner, he earned a bachelor’s 
from Louisiana State University, and master’s 
and doctorate degrees from Duke University. 
His career with the research division of the U.S. 
Forest Services spanned 38 years before his 
retirement in 1997. During these years he wrote 
numerous articles on the science of tree seeds 
culminating with the publication of The Woody 
Plant Seed Manual. He shared his expertise in 
37 sites around the world and with numerous 
graduate students at Mississippi State University 
where he was an adjunct professor. 

DR. STEVE HUNTER (Former Faculty) 
Dr. Steve Hunter died July 13, 2018 at a hospital 
in the Philippines. Hunter was a former faculty 
member in the Department of Sustainable 
Bioproducts. 

FERNANDO VIZCARRA (Wildlife, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture student) 
Fernando Vizcarra of Madison, Alabama died 
August 5, 2018. Vizcarra was a master’s student 
in the department working under the direction 
of Dr. Brian Davis. 
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