
The combined influences of a 
poor housing market and lingering 
effects of Hurricane Katrina kept 
the timber industry down in 
Mississippi, with the estimated 
value of forestry falling more than 
8 percent to $1.1 billion in 2007.

In 2005, the year Katrina hit, 
the state posted a record-high 
forestry value of $1.4 billion. 
That value dropped to $1.2 
billion in 2006 before falling 
further the next year. Despite the 
declines, timber retains its place 
as Mississippi’s No. 2 agricultural 
commodity, behind poultry.

“The Mississippi timber 
economy is continuing its 
downward trend,” said Marc 
Measells, a researcher with the 
Mississippi State University Forest 
and Wildlife Research Center. 
“Salvaged timber from Hurricane 
Katrina, which had been kept in 
wet storage, impacted markets the 
first quarters of the year, and the 
drought conditions across much 
of the state and the worst housing 

What’s Inside...

from the chair and chair-elect ....2

executive committee minutes ....4

chapter news .............................7

SAF news .................................10

policy scoreboard ....................11

features....................................13

www.cfr.msstate.edu/mssaf

market in 16 years has further 
hindered prices in the industry.”

Measells said the timber 
salvaged and stored after the 
hurricane was almost used up 
in 2007 as the housing market 
continued its slump.

“The housing market has to 
turn around to get timber prices 
back up,” he said. “Historically, 
the timber and forest industry 
economic outlooks lag behind the 
housing market. Once that market 
starts to increase, timber markets 
will move back up within a few 
months to a year.”

Glenn Hughes, forestry 
extension professor, said timber 
owners may wait a while for the 
housing industry to improve.

“They’re not predicting an 
uptick until 2009,” Hughes said. 
“It’s caught us at a terrible time. 
We’re coming out of the salvage 
business after Katrina, and people 
do have timber, but the market is 
really not great.”

Hughes said larger timber can 
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from the Chair...
As I write my last “Comments from 

the Chair” I am naturally reflecting back 
on the wonderful year it has been for 
the MS SAF.  It has also been a great 
experience for me and I hope I have 
served the State Society and its mem-
bership well.  Thank you for your par-
ticipation.

We have had a number of success 
stories this year and it can all be attrib-
uted to active member participation.  
One success, previously mentioned 
in the last Magnolia Forester, was the 
MS SAF/LA SAF annual state meeting.  
Again, I can never thank enough those 
who helped make this meeting go so 
well.  This year we have seen a great 
deal of early planning and organization 
on the part of Matt Raff and his assis-
tants for our 2008 MS SAF meeting to 
be held in Tunica, April 1-3.  It takes 
a lot of hard work, that can’t be left to 
the last minute, to make these meetings 
a success.  This year we were also able 
to contribute to several activities that 
represented money well spent.  Prime 
examples were the Walk in the Woods, 
the purchase of SAF service pins for 
the membership, and our contribution 
to the MSU Student Chapter to assist 
sending 18 students to the SAF National 
Convention in Portland, Ore.  We were 
also able pay for the transport costs 
to Portland, Ore. for a 5-foot sassafras 
swing made by Arel Simpson for the 
Foresters Fund made on behalf of MS 
SAF.  The sassafras wood was donated 
by Anderson-Tully Company and hard-
ware donated by Arel Simpson.  Thank 
you Arel!

One key to the success of MS SAF 
in 2007 is that we were able to field a 

full slate of officers for each Chapter in 
the State.  With this type of leadership 
you were then able to have a number of 
very successful chapter meetings, some 
of which I was able to attend through-
out the year.  I urge each Chapter to 
hold their officer elections as soon as 
possible so they can move forward into 
2008.  Already a number of chapters 
have asked for our new SAF Council 
member Jan Davis’s contact informa-
tion to have her attend their chapter 
meetings.  Jan works for the Texas Forest 
Service and can be reached at jdavis@
tfs.tamu.edu.  Another major step for-
ward was the revision and creation of 
new policies put forward under the 
Policy Committee’s Chair Les Shelby.  
Les and several other members have put 
in a lot of work in this area and MS SAF 
greatly benefits from having these policy 
positions current and relevant.  They 
have been, and will be, used in a num-
ber of ways to advance the cause of for-
estry in the State.  Also as we look back 
on 2007 we can’t forget the successes 
of the SAF Student Chapter under the 
guidance of Don Grebner.  The Chapter 
came in second for Outstanding Student 
Chapter and they once again won first 
place in the Web site competition.

Finally, I want to remind the elect-
ed membership that our new Chair, 
Debbie Gaddis has planned the first MS 
SAF Executive Committee meeting for 
January 16, 2008 at the Farm Bureau 
Building in Jackson.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone there as your ex-Chair.  
In closing, I am confident 2008 will be 
as successful as 2007.  I hope you are 
looking forward to it as much as I am.  
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from the Chair-Elect...
I suppose almost everyone has at least a little 

twinge of excitement for a new year.  There is just 
something about the possibility of starting anew 
that can generate plans for great achievement—that 
is, until the reality of limited time and resources 
get in the way.  I’m sure most of us have had that 
experience and are still feeling guilty and sad on the 
lack of achievement in past endeavors.

Hopefully, this won’t be the case with our MS 
Society of American Foresters.   We have an excellent 
record of our past leaders to uphold, so we can’t 
afford not to make a heartfelt effort to succeed.   
How do we make that effort?  A good place to 
start is to find ways to serve and do our share.  The 
SAF has a very useful publication called “Laying 
the Foundation” that outlines the duties of various 
officers.  Our executive committee will be reviewing 
their duties in our first executive committee 
meeting—but members need to know what to expect 
from their officers and how each member can help 
the officers succeed.   Here is a general summary of 
the duties of officers:

The chair is responsible for agendas for their 
executive committee meetings.  They preside over 
meetings and other functions.  They represent the 
chapter at state executive committee meetings and 
miss no more than one meeting per year.  They are 
responsible for informing the members of programs 
and other pertinent information.  They report as 
required to the state and national SAF.  They write an 
article for each edition of the state newsletter.  Finally, 
they hold quality meetings on a regular schedule.  
Chairs will be asking for member help because 
they appoint all standing committee members and 
designate the committee chairs.

The chair-elect is ready to step in for the chair if 
necessary.  He or she is to work to find and mentor 
new volunteer leaders.  The chair-elect serves as the 
program chair, arranging for speakers and scheduling 
good quality regular meetings.  He or she serves as 
the chapter advisor to assigned committees.

The cecretary/treasurer is in charge of chapter 
correspondence and financial record keeping.  He 

or she conducts all elections and referendums.  He 
or she keeps minutes of meetings and reports them 
to the state executive committee and to the state 
newsletter editor.  He or she prepares an annual 
report of the chapter’s activities, including an income 
and expense statement for presentation at the annual 
state meeting.  He or she also makes sure the books 
are audited at the end of the year and submits a 
report to the chapter chair.

All officers work to prepare an annual budget 
with the finance committee.  All officers are expected 
to attend the executive committee meetings and 
participate in leadership training provided.  

If you are willing and able to serve as a leader, 
I would encourage you to actually do something 
unusual for foresters—volunteer!  We have 
members who would be excellent leaders and 
willing to serve—but they are waiting to be asked.  
Unfortunately, sometimes we tend to think of the 
same few people when an opportunity is presented.  
We are not deliberately being exclusive—we just 
don’t know you well enough.  Help us out, folks—let 
us know you are willing to serve.  Nothing would 
please us more than having some new, younger faces 
to take up the cause.  Or maybe, now that you are 
retired, you finally have the time to get involved.  
Please, volunteer! 

 Many members are reluctant to accept a 
leadership role and I can respect that.  Not everyone 
is comfortable or able to serve as an officer—but 
there are opportunities to serve in many different 
ways.  We have several active committees on the 
state level that need new blood.  The nominating 
committee, policy committee, professional 
recognition/awards committee, auditing committee, 
and communications committee need active and 
involved members.  Please consider volunteering 
for one or more of these jobs because they are 
important.  If we each do just a little, the burden 
is lessened and the MS SAF will be much more 
successful.  It’s not just those with titles or official 
positions who serve the MS SAF.  
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1.   Welcome and Introductions - Steve Grado,  
  Chair

2.   Anti-Trust Statement - Mike Wiseman, Past Chair
 
3.   Financial Report - Bob Heinz, Treasurer

Tree City USA – SAF Grant deposited and dis-
bursed.

Les Shelby requested reimbursement for two 
Policy Committee lunches (August 1 and 
November 2 in the amount of $87.26).  Debbie 
moved to approve, Mike Wiseman seconded 
approved unanimously.

Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report by Gaddis, 
seconded by Raff, motion carried.

Bob Heinz reported on the transition from 
Tammy Coleman at the end of January to Tammy 
Heinz, and the filing of the 990 tax form.  Motion 
by Grebner to hire Tammy Heinz as Business 
Manager, seconded by Shelby.  Motion carried.

4.   Committee Reports:
2008 Annual Meeting - Matthew Raff
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Grand 
Casino Resort in Tunica at the rate of $69.00, 
March 2 is the release date for these rooms.

Recommended registration fee schedule:
  Members - $150
  Retirees - $125
  Non-Members - $175
  Late Registrants - $200

A spouse tour is being planned.

Professional Recognition - Bruce Burnham   

Nominations for awards are needed.  Bruce will 
form a committee for this.

Policy - Les Shelby 
The Policy Committee met on November 2.  The 
Fire Management position has been reconsidered 
to be updated with more detail, in light of the 
recent fire activity in the West and Southeast.

Grebner moved to have all position statements, 
set to expire December 31st, e-mailed to the 
membership for review and a vote.  Smistik sec-
onded, motion carried.

Once all position statements are reviewed and 
approved they will be published and bound, then 
presented to our legislators.

MS SAF has been represented at three of the last 
four Mississippi Forestry Commission meetings.  
Don Williams, Les Shelby, and Bob Daniels have 
all taken the time to attend.  Hopefully, this trend 
will continue. 

Council Report - Bob Daniels
The SAF Council met December 1-2 at Wild 
Acres in Bethesda, MD.  Daniels attended to rep-
resent District 11. These are the highlights and 
items of the meeting noteworthy for the member-
ship.

Bernie Hubbard, past SAF District 5 Council 
Representative and retired Michigan State 
Forester was elected Vice President of SAF. 
SAF is on a good financial footing. SAF has been 
“in the black” since 2004. New investment com-
mittee guidelines were adopted by Council for all 
of SAF funds. These include the General Fund, 
the Foresters Fund (FF), the Endowment Fund, 

Executive Committee Meeting
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the Mollie Beattie Fund, and the Science Fund. 
Through October 31, SAF 2007 revenues were 
$551,317 above budget. With some bills from 
convention still to pay SAF will be “well in the 
black for 2007.” The Foresters Fund, which in 
2005 did not have enough earnings to make FF 
grants available in 2005 has been fixed by a new 
investment strategy and guidelines. In 2006 and 
2007 grant funds approved to the membership 
were over $30,000 and from now on $40,000 
should be available each year. This is a great suc-
cess story and credit goes to Councilman Rick 
Barnes of District 2 for his able leadership on the 
Finance and Investment Committee. Now the ball 
is in the member’s court. There is a good supply 
of funds so think of projects to promote forestry 
in your area? Also, if your chapter has stopped 
contributing money to the Forester’s Fund please 
consider renewing your support.

The 2007 National SAF Convention was a suc-
cess, with 2,184 registered attendees; the larg-
est convention since the last Portland meeting in 
1999. There were 566 students in attendance, 
the largest student representation ever. District 
11 was well represented at the House of Society 
Delegates meeting and throughout the conven-
tion. I hope the state Chairs will report to you 

Executive Committee Meeting
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about their experiences at the Convention.
SAF Fellows were elected at the December 
meeting. Fellows named from District 11 were: 
Jimmie Yeiser and Michael Fountain of Texas, Ian 
Munn of Mississippi and Bill Wieger of Louisiana. 
Congratulations to each of you! A new time line 
for Fellows nominations was adopted which will 
require earlier nominations from the membership. 
Get your 2008 Fellows nominations ready now.

The electronic ballot for the National election, as 
well as some local elections was sent out several 
weeks ago. In 2007, there were 11,752 voting 
members and 4,124 voted or 35% of the mem-
bership. Over 3,200 members voted electronically 
and 923 voted by paper ballot.

The SAF Leadership Academy is being resurrected 
and should be offered again in 2008, probably 
in the Southeast. Council is working with the 
Leadership Academy Committee to schedule 
a 2008 date and location immediately. An SAF 
Leadership Academy was last held in 2006. 
I hope you will budget for the state Chairs to 
attend.

This was the second year in a row that District 
11 did not have a Presidential Field Forester 

Award nominee or an award at 
Convention. This award recognizes 
foresters who have dedicated their 
professional careers to the appli-
cation of forestry on the ground 
using sound, scientific methods, 
and adaptive management strate-
gies. Our lack of participation in 
this award is noticeable. We have 
many deserving foresters. Let’s 
make it a priority to have a nomi-
nee in 2008.
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Executive Committee Meeting
For those interested in the ongoing Renewable 
Natural Resources Foundation/SAF situation, it 
appears that there is very positive movement in 
the situation and some good news on that front 
should be forthcoming soon.

As you may know my term as District 11 Council 
Representative will end December 31. I’ve been 
honored to represent District 11 on Council and 
thank you for the opportunity. Jan Davis of Texas 
will replace me. Jan and I have consulted on the 
Council seat transition and you will be in fine 
hands with her. As I leave this post my advice 
to all members is to stay in touch with national 
affairs and speak clearly as a society. Policy work 
is essential because that is how we speak. I also 
encourage you to be bold, promote active for-
est management, and challenge yourselves to do 
more for forestry. Look at the SAF society news-
letters from around the country and see how 
much more active they are than we in District 11. 
I especially recommend the Northern California 
newsletter, the Western Forester (OR, WA and 
Inland Empire), Appalachian SAF Newsletter, and 
the New York SAF Newsletter. Best regards to all 
of you and I’ll see you in the trenches.

MSU Advisory Committee – Ken Booker
The MSU Advisory Committee will meet 
November 23-24.  Recommendations from 2006 
were to improve documentation of service work.

6.   New Business
MS SAF 2007 Elections for 2008 Officers.  Online 
voting is closed, Paper ballots mailed today.  Cost 
of paper ballots - $0.58 per envelope, $50 for 
78 ballots , plus miscellaneous preparation costs. 
Cost of electronic voting $0.08 per ballot.  Grado 
recommended that we begin to emphasize the 
need to include e-mail addresses on renewals. 

Steve Grado reported on the HSD report.  He 
also reported from Steve Emerson’s notes on the 
Mississippi Prescribed Fire Council.  Wiseman 
moved that this group become more involved 
with the Council, Grebner seconded.  Motion car-
ried

Maurice Mitchell reported on recent visit with 
Jason Kutak.  Jason is making a steady recovery.



chapter NEWS
Four Lakes

The Four Lakes Chapter held it June meeting at 
the Enid Lake Ranger Station. Arnulfo Zendejas from 
Plum Creek spoke to the group about real estate 
investment trusts and the difference between TIMO’s 
and REIT’s.  After the presentation, a dinner at the 
Country Catfish in Oakland was held.  The annual 
Christmas Party and Auction were held in Batesville.

Magnolia
The Magnolia Chapter met on November 1 

at Jones County Junior College.  Glenn Hughes 
presented an ethics program to fulfill the one hour 
requirement by the MS BORF for license renewal. 

Capitol
The Capital Chapter hosted a lunch meeting on 

August 28 at the Rankin County Extension Office.  
The luncheon was attended by 19 members and 
state chair-elect, Debbie Gaddis.  Robbie Fisher, 
State Director of the Nature Conservancy gave a 
very enlightening presentation about the Nature 
Conservancy in MS.  Robbie discussed their 
management activities and goal on many of their 
preserves across the state.  The Chapter also met on 
November 15.  Debbie Gaddis presented the Ethics 
in Professional Forestry presentation 

Northeast
The Chapter meeting on August 7 in Booneville 

at the campus of Northeast MS Community 
College had 17 people in attendance, the largest 
meeting to date. Plans to build a second Forest for 
Humanity house in Tupelo were put on hold until 
another donor is obtained.  (Since the meeting, 
Weyerhaeuser Foundation has indicated an interest 
in the project.)  A field tour of the new charcoal plant 
in Glen was arranged for October 18.  

We have had the privilege of two guest speakers 
this fall.  Wayne Tucker with the Mississippi Institute 
for Forest Inventory (MIFI) provided an update 

on the progress of the new forest inventory for 
the State.   The are using digital satellite imagery 
combined with ground truthing to estimate timber 
volumes.  Northern Mississippi should be completed 
by mid-2008.  In addition to the state inventory, 
MIFI is providing specific analysis on a regional 
basis.  Numerous estimates have been prepared 
for mills and a damage assessment from Hurricane 
Katrina have been completed.  Vince Few with the 
USDA Forest Service also spoke to the Chapter.  He 
provided insights to the Forest Inventory Analysis 
that the federal government is conducting.  The 
inventory in Mississippi is nearly completed, and 
should be finished by the end of this year.  The USFS 
assessments include forest health and inventory.    
USFS FIA worked jointly with MIFI in conducting 
an assessment of the hurricane damage on the Gulf 
Coast 2 years ago.

Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter held a meeting on 

November 15 at Stubb’s Restaurant in Yazoo City.  
Debbie Gaddis presented Ethics in Professional 
Forestry.  The Chapter has had an active fall.  On 
August 16, the Chapter met at Ciceros Restaurant in 
Leland.  Five members and three guests were present 
along with our state chair Steve Grado. Ms. Jan 
Davis CF, Staff Forester with the Texas Forest Service, 
Legacy and Heritage Forests was our guest speaker. 
Jan is a candidate for SAF Council representing 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.  She shared with 
us her thoughts and visions on the future of SAF.  
Chapter member Arel Simpson built a custom 5 foot 
swing made from Sassafras as a silent auction item 
for the SAF National Convention held in Portland. 
We would like to request consideration from the 
executive committee to pay shipping costs to 
Portland if no one from the state can bring the swing 
to the convention.  Chair Sam Jackson updated the 
membership on topics covered at the past meeting 
held in Vicksburg for those who couldn’t make it 
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chapter NEWS
as well as an overview of the state annual meeting 
held in Natchez. Treasurers report shows roughly 
$1,020 and change in the bank.  We’ve had one 
new member join our chapter since the last meeting. 
Sam encouraged the membership to help recruit new 
members whenever possible. 

Loblolly
The Loblolly Chapter held its summer meeting 

on July 10 at Lake Tiak O’Khata in Louisville. Twenty-
four members and guests enjoyed dinner, fellowship, 
and an update on issues of forest health presented by 
T. Evan Nebecker, Professor Emeritus of Entomology 
and Plant Pathology, Mississippi State University.

Homochitto
The Homochitto Chapter met on August 21.  

Guest speaker Tim Evans of Anderson-Tully Company 
spoke about the current state of Quality Deer 
Management in Mississippi.  Other agenda items 
included establishing dates, topics, and locations 
for future quarterly meetings.   The Chapter met on 
November 13 in Brookhaven.  Debbie presented an 
Ethics in Professional Forestry presentation.  Fifty-five 
dollars was raised for the student involvement fund.

Longleaf
 The Longleaf Chapter held its fall meeting in 
October with 15 in attendance. Debbie Gaddis 
gave an excellent presentation with much discussion 
afterwards on forestry ethics after a fine meal at the 
Sawmill Restaurant in Wiggins. Due to the lateness of 
the evening after the presentation, a business meeting 
was not held.   Robert Smistick was elected as the 
new Chapter Chair.  The next meeting is January 10, 
2008. The only old business at this time involves final 
approval for the Draft Longleaf Restoration Position 
Statement. 

JCJC Student Chapter
The JCJC student chapter had a very successful 

fall semester and are looking forward to a busy spring 
semester.  The chapter volunteered to cook at the 
”Treats in the Streets” celebration on Halloween 
with all proceeds going to the JCJC beautification 
fund. During the spring semester the chapter will 
participate in an Arbor Day tree sale in which all 
proceeds will go toward the JCJC scholarship fund, 
The Chapter will also host a skeet shot in the spring.

MSU SAF Student Chapter
The Student Chapter sponsored the annual 

summer program cookout again this year.  This was a 
great opportunity to expose young forestry students 
to the benefits of being a SAF member.  At least 20 
students were in this year’s summer camp. 

The students had an active fall.  The first 
general chapter meeting was held in September.  
The purpose was to promote SAF and seek the 
enrollment of new members.  The second meeting 
was co-sponsored with other students groups in the 
College with the special guest of Francis Lewis of the 
Weyerhaeuser Company.  Lewis was seeking summer 
internships and full-time employees for her company.  
The Chapter hosted several special guests during the 
semester including Christopher Nasca, Davey Tree 
Experts; and Charles Burkhart, school Forester. 

The Chapter helped organize the CFR Welcome 
Back Bar-Be-Que in front of Thompson Hall.  This 
effort was done in collaboration with the CFR Dean’s 
Student Council.  This activity gave new students 
a better chance to learn more about our Student 
Chapter and SAF.

Service has been an important component of 
the Student Chapters’ work this fall.  The student 
members picked up trash along Highway 25 south 
of Starkville as part of their commitment to the 
Adopt-A-Highway program.  Chapter member 
David Wilkinson along with Professor David Evans 
conducted a workshop for high school students on 
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chapter NEWS
GIS and remote sensing applications in forestry for 
National GIS day.  The USFS Stand Visualization 
System (SVS) was used to demonstrate some of the 
management options that foresters can use.  Also, the 
use of LiDAR was discussed on how it can be used 
to map current stand conditions.  There were 135 
students from the state of Mississippi that attended 
the workshop.  The Chapter also supported a local 
Habitat for Humanity project by sending 10 students 
to help.  The house is located at 579 Curry Street in 
Starkville.  The students were involved in completing 
the roof, putting on siding, putting up insulation, 
painting the porch ceiling, and picking up trash.  

The MSU SAF Student Chapter held their Fall 
Field Day on the John W. Starr Memorial Forest 
at Dorman Lake to prepare for the 2008 Annual 
Southern Forestry School Conclave at the Alachua 
County Fairgrounds in Gainesville, FL.  Activities 
include technical and physical events.  Technical 
events include DBH estimation, wood identification, 
dendrology, and timber estimation.  Physical events 
include chain throwing, knife and axe throwing, 
pole felling, men and women’s cross cut sawing, log 
rolling, and speed chopping.   

Students have been recruiting for the College also.  
Chapter member Lance Stewart visited the Hamilton 
High School in Hamilton Alabama.  Stewart talked to 
the students about careers in forestry and played the 
SAF forestry video titled “Foresters Growing Forests 
for Our Future.”  

Students have attended several events and hosted 
exhibits and booths during the fall.  These included 
the Noxubee Refuge Day and the Mississippi Forestry 
Association Annual Meeting.

Eighteen members attended the Society 
of American Foresters National Convention in 
Portland, Ore.  These members were responsible 
for maintaining an exhibit representing the Student 
Chapter and forestry at MSU.  Four members 
represented the Chapter in the SAF Quiz Bowl.  
Chapter members Jaysen Hogue and Eric Ezell 
attended the SAF Student Chapter Advisors and 
Faculty Representatives Breakfast Roundtable and 
gave insightful advice.  Jaysen Hogue also served as 
this SAF Region’s first student representative to the 
SAF Student Member Executive Council.  In addition, 
the Chapter received special recognition for achieving 
Second Place in 2006/2007 SAF Outstanding Student 
Chapter Award for the United States.  The Chapter 
received First Place for the Outstanding Student 
Chapter Web site during the same time period.  Sixty- 
six Student Chapters nation wide participated in both 
contests.  
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SAF news
Nations Academy announced their intention to 

purchase the 35-acre site that has been home to the 
Society of American Foresters and the Renewable 
Natural Resources Foundation since 1973.

Not only is the proposed deal a financial win for 
SAF, the buyer will be putting the land to an excellent 
use – creating the Washington, DC-area campus of a 
world class, global private school system, preserving 
forested views and parks for the community, and 
making the historic Gifford Pinchot Forestry Building 
the core of their quad of education buildings.

The sale will enable the Society of American 
Foresters to establish long-term financial security, 
including enhancing SAF’s reserves, and enabling the 
organization to focus resources and dues on our core 
mission.

The SAF Board of Directors has convened a Task 
Force to look into relocation issues as we strive to 
find a new home that will convey the right image – 
that SAF is a world-class, professional organization 
with much to contribute to the national debate and 
understanding of sustainable forestry and natural 
resource issues.  In the coming month the Task Force 
will solicit members for input, and we invite all of our 
members to participate in this exciting process as we 
start a new chapter in the history of the Society of 
American Foresters.

Statement by SAF Executive Vice President and 
CEO Michael Goergen 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
NEW STATE OFFICERS

Chair-Elect    Andy Londo
   
Treasurer  Robert (Bob) Heinz
 
Secretary  Timothy L. Evans

Dr. Grado and the Mississippi Society of 
American Foresters:

     On behalf of the Mississippi State 
University Society of American Foresters 
Student Chapter I would like to thank you 
for your generous financial support.  Your 
support allowed 18 of our student chapter 
members to attend the 2007 SAF National 
Conference in Portland, Oregon.  They 
gained valuable experience and got to 
visit a beautiful part of the country.  At the 
convention, our students had the chance 
to speak with potential employers, learn 
about different forestry practices across 
the United States, and visit Mt. St. Helens.  
While at Mt. St. Helens, we had the 
opportunity to witness the affects of the 
1980 eruption on the forested landscape.  
The vast extent of the damage was 
impressive.   Your contribution made this 
trip possible for many students who would 
have not otherwise been able to attend. 
You have given them a great opportunity to 
expand their horizons.

Eric Ezell
MSU SAF Student Chapter President
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POLICY SCOREBOARD

By the time you receive this message, Christmas 
will have come and gone and we will be well into 
the new year.  I hope all you foresters (and those 
who have a broad interest in forestry) and your fami-
lies had a good holiday season and that 2008 will 
bring prosperity and good health to you.  Since this is 
always a good time to reflect upon the past year, I’d 
like to take a little time to do just that, as it pertains 
to the MS SAF Policy Committee.

First, and perhaps most importantly, our 
Committee consists of a very few active members 
who are dedicated to serving the best interests of 
Mississippi’s professional foresters and our profes-
sion.  I want to publicly thank them for their hard 
work during the past year and look forward to serving 
with such a valuable group of individuals.  However, 
with 435 members (more or less), I can’t help but 
think there is a vast pool of those of you who could 
offer meaningful creativity, ideas, and insight, if you 
were involved with this Committee.  I hope some of 
you will be willing to serve in the same capacity as 
those who have faithfully done so during the past few 
years.

Most of our activities have involved revising a 
number of position statements before they expire on 
December 31, 2007.  These positions were changed 
to reflect more accurate, updated information that 
needed to be incorporated to strengthen MS SAF’s 
views on the various issues.  

MS SAF now has 15 position statements (includ-
ing the new Longleaf Restoration and Management 
position) and you can query the updated versions at 
the Web address, www.cfr.msstate.edu/mssaf/.   As 
soon as practical, we expect to publish another book-
let of positions to make them available to the chapter 
leadership, legislators, and others who need to know 

The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities.  Please express your opinion 
on any or all of the positions of  the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Les Shelby, Policy Committee 
Chair at lsforcon@aol.com or call 601.829.1002.

how we stand on the various issues.  The following 
are our positions and the expiration dates, unless 
revised and re-adopted:

Position Expiration
Longleaf Restoration and 
Management

12/31/2012

Regeneration Harvesting and 
Forest Health on Nat’l Forests

12/31/2012

Estate Taxes 12/31/2012
Fire Management 12/31/2012
Forest-Based Economic 
Development

12/31/2012

Multiple Use Management of 
Forestlands 

12/31/2012

Sixteenth Section Forestland 
Management

12/31/2012

Private Property Rights 12/31/2012
Registration of Mississippi 
Foresters

12/31/2012

A Professional State Forestry 
Agency

12/31/2012

Clearcutting 12/31/2012
Herbicide Use in Forest 
Management

12/31/2012

Mississippi Institute for Forest 
Inventory

12/31/2008

Timber Severance Tax 12/31/2008
The Need for Hardwood Forest 
Management Research

12/31/2008

continued page 12
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Changes are still occurring within the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission.  MFC has been, and is still, fine 
tuning their specific roles in managing Mississippi’s 
forests.  Although this covers a broad spectrum, 
including managing state owned lands, one of the 
most obvious relates to the forestry services they 
offer to “small” nonindustrial private forest owners 
and costs associated with those services. MS SAF’s 
Policy Committee, the Miss. Association of Consulting 
Foresters (MS ACF) and other groups and individu-
als are continuing to offer any assistance to make 
these positive changes toward improving the agency’s 
dedication and efficiency in serving the interests 
of landowners and advancing forestry.  The Policy 
Committee will continue to monitor their progress.  It 
is our hope that any proposed substantive changes 
will allow for a public “comment period” during 
which time any and all vested forestry interests can 
express their opinions concerning such changes.  We 
can all work toward making it one of the best state 
agencies anywhere.

If you have any national or regional issues related 
to forestry you think we, as a professional forestry 
society should be stakeholders, and as such, have a 
voice in how the issues evolve through time, please 
contact me or other members of the Committee and 
we will be glad to consider it.  Think—now really 
think, could the issue have an impact on forestry and 
what we do for a living?  In the past, we foresters 
have let a lot of issues advance to a point where we 
found ourselves defending a proven art and science.   
Let’s start off the new year with a proactive mind set.  
Get involved if you dare!   

The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities.  Please express your opinion 
on any or all of the positions of  the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Les Shelby, Policy Committee 
Chair at lsforcon@aol.com or call 601.829.1002.
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There may be light at the end of a long tunnel 
for southern U.S. tree growers currently struggling 
under depressed timber markets resulting from the 
housing slump. A new assessment of the South’s 
forest resources expects timber demand to increase 
in coming year, especially for lumber and building 
materials.

The study, an update of the landmark federal-state 
Southern Forest Resource Assessment published in 
2002, expects timber supplies to be adequate for the 
expected increase in timber demand.  But it raised 
questions about the long-term impact on Southern 
timber production resulting from the massive sell-off 
of millions of acres of industry-owned forest lands.

The new study was conducted by a three-person 
research team that included David N. Wear, a noted 
Southern forestry authority at the U.S. Forest Service 
Southern Research Station, Research Triangle, N.C., 
who was a co-leader of the 2002 Assessment. Other 
study authors were Douglas Carter of the University 
of Florida and Jeffrey Prestemon of the Southern 
Research Station.

The F&W Forestry Report fall edition 
contains one of — if not the first — media 
report on the new study and a commentary 
on the study’s findings by Marshall Thomas 
and William Miller, president and vice 
president respectively, of F&W Forestry 
Services, Inc.  F&W, based in Albany, Ga., 
is a leading U.S. forestry management 
and consulting firm with operations in 
13 southern and border states and South 

America.  Thomas and Miller are recognized leaders 
in southern forestry.

The study, “The U.S. South’s Timber Sector: A 
Prospective Analysis of Recent Change,” may be 
downloaded at           www.srs.fs.usda.gov/sustain/report/
update1.  The F&W Forestry Report along with 
highlights of the new forest assessment and comments 
by F&W’s Thomas and Miller are attached. 

features
A New and Favorable Assessment of Southern Forestry
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features
Dauterive Accepts Fire Chief Position with Forestry Commission

Dennis Dauterive from Winona, Mississippi, has 
accepted the position of Fire Chief of the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission’s Fire Services Division. As Fire 
Chief, Dauterive will be responsible for the overall 
management of several departments and federal 
grants providing fire support services to the agency as 
well as to volunteer fire departments. He officially as-
sumed the role as Fire Chief on December 1, 2007.

The Fire Services Division includes departments 
such as Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness, Aviation, 
Communications, Federal Excess Personal Property, 
Fire Law Enforcement, and the Forestry Commission’s 
State Coordination Center. In matters of fire manage-
ment, Dauterive will serve as the Forestry Commis-
sion’s liaison to the National Forests of Mississippi, 
USDA Forest Service (Region 8), and the Southern 
Group of State Foresters.

“The Fire Chief position represents a key leader-
ship role in regard to the agency’s responsibility of 
providing effective wildfire protection and service not 
only to the landowners of Mississippi, but also to other 
states when faced with a wildfire crisis,” said Char-
lie Morgan, State Forester of the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission. “I am confident in Dennis’s leadership 
abilities, and I’m sure he will be very successful in his 

new position as Fire Chief.”
Dauterive replaces Bill Lambert as the Mississippi 

Forestry Commission’s Fire Chief. Lambert will con-
tinue to serve the Forestry Commission in the area 
of Forest Protection Policy and Procedures and on 
special project assignments. Dauterive and Lambert 
will report to Kent Grizzard, Manager of the Office of 
Forest Protection and Information.

Dauterive’s career track with the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission includes serving as forester for 
Montgomery County (1990-93) and as Protection For-
ester for the agency’s Northwest District (1993-2007), 
under the supervision of District Forester Bobby 
Edwards.

Dauterive received a BS degree in Forestry from 
LSU in 1982. He is a registered forester in Missis-
sippi, licensed by the Mississippi Board of Registration 
for Foresters. Dauterive has completed training in a 
variety of Incident Command System courses related 
to fire suppression, management, prevention, and 
training.

Magnolia Forester 
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features

The planning for the 2008 SAF Annual meeting is underway! We are working hard to make the meeting a 
wonderful experience!  We have a great list of speakers that have already committed to participate. As most of you 
know, the Tunica area has a lot to offer. We anticipate a great turnout! We have blocked 100 rooms at the Veranda 
Hotel and we have negotiated an excellent rate for our attendees. We feel that the rooms are going to go fast.  
Please go ahead and start booking your rooms, by calling 1-800-HARRAHS. You must give them our group Code 
S04SOCI.

MS SAF Annual Meeting
Where:  Grand Casino Resort Tunica, MS
When:   April 1-3, 2008 (the meeting will begin April 1 at 12:00 p.m. and will adjourn April 3 at 

12:00 p.m.  There will be a MS SAF Executive Committee meeting at 10:00 a.m. before the 
meeting begins.

Topic:   Forestry Forecast “Changing Times”
Accommodations:   Grand Casino, Veranda Hotel, call 1-800-HARRAHS or go to their Web site   Our Group 

Code is S04SOCI 
 http://www.harrahs.com/CheckGroupAvailability.do?propCode=GTU&groupCode=S04SOCI  

Forestry Forecast “Changing Times”

Arel Simpson’s swing was one of the top three money items in the silent auction at the national 
convention.  Arel graciously made/donated the swing on behalf of the MS SAF as a silent auction 
item at the National Convention. The MS SAF paid for shipping the swing to the Convention. The 
high bid was $350.  Arel, thank you for making that great donation.

K U D O S
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State timber remains second highest 
agricultural commodity (continued from page 1)

be “banked on the stump,” or not harvested until 
prices improve.

“The trees are going to grow and result in maybe 
a 5 percent gain every year. Some people are in a 
position to take advantage of that growth and are 
waiting to sell when the markets improve,” Hughes 
said.

Others are still struggling to get their timber 
acreage cleared and replanted.

“There was so much land that had to be salvaged 
that in some cases, there were not enough people to 
do all the site preparation and clean out all the debris 
that remained,” Hughes said. “It has prolonged our 
regeneration efforts by a year or two.”

Hughes said landowners waiting to replant 
are losing at least $50 per acre per year. Seedling 
supplies, which often run out by winter, ran out early 
this year as demand was strong in the state for the 
young trees. Longleaf pine has been in high demand 
as this species fared better than other varieties in the 
hurricane’s winds.

“Landowners are not pleased with this situation, 
but there’s not a lot that can be done,” he said.

Pine sawtimber and poles account for more than 
60 percent of the state’s timber value each year. In 

2007, the stumpage price, which is the price the 
timber owner receives, for sawtimber averaged an 
estimated $312 per thousand board feet, down 
24 percent from 2006 prices. The stumpage price 
for poles was $442 per thousand board feet, a 19 
percent decrease from the previous year.

“It’s still a good price, but not like it was in 
the late 1990s when prices were extremely high,” 
Measells said.

Hardwood prices varied in 2007, with mixed 
hardwood prices rising an estimated 6 percent to 
$224 per thousand board feet. Hardwood sawtimber 
prices dropped to $266 per thousand board feet, 
down 12 percent from 2006. Hardwood sawtimber 
makes up about 12 percent of the state’s annual 
timber value.

Pine and hardwood pulpwood, which together 
account for about 25 percent of the state’s timber 
value, both increased in 2007. By late 2007, pine 
pulpwood averaged $7.59 a ton, up 12 percent from 
2006 levels, and hardwood pulpwood averaged 
$5.57 per ton, up 3 percent from the previous year.


