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Mississippi Society of American Foresters 2004 Annual Meeting
Bottomland hardwoods once covered
24 million acres of the Lower Mississippi
Alluvial Valley. Today, only about 4
million acres remain. This loss has
helped lead a renewed interest in
managing this forest type. In Mississippi,
bottomland hardwoods occupy 20 percent
of the state’s 18.5 million acres of
forestland. Over 100,000 additional acres

of marginal cropland has been replanted
to bottomland species under private and
government sponsored programs over the
last 20 years. The purpose of this
meeting is to describe the changing face
of bottomland hardwoods - the current
status of the resource, ongoing issues
and policies that affect the resource, and
recent advances in managing the
resource.
Set in beautiful Vicksburg on March
3-4, this year’s annual meeting promises
to be informative and exciting.
Participants will earn 6.5 continuing
forestry education hours. The sporting
clays and spouses tour events offer
something for everyone. With over 11
speakers, the program is broken into two
main sessions: The history and
current status of Mississippi’s
bottomland hardwoods and
Establishment and management of
today’s bottomland hardwood
stands.
The keynote address will be given by
National SAF Vice-President, Dr. John A.
Helms.
This issue of the Magnolia Forester
will cover information on the speakers,
the agenda, location, lodging, and a
registration form. Please don’t delay,
register today for this exciting annual
meeting.
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Well I've taken on a new challenge
recently. I have always wanted to learn
how to play chess, and thanks to my
great wife, I now have a novice gameboard to teach me. My six year old
daughter and I play a game almost every
night, and she has gotten pretty good.
She knows how to set up the pieces, and
she has mastered the proper moves that
each piece can allowably make.
Keeping ourselves challenged is vital
for remaining alive. I have witnessed
some people who have missed this
concept. They go to the same job they
have had for years if not decades and
they seem so comfortable. It takes a lot
of courage to move out of the comfort
zone. I have purposely attempted difficult
tasks just because I felt a need to be
challenged. Experiencing failure is not
the worst thing. The worst thing is when
we never attempt to succeed in trying
something difficult. Speaking in public is
not my forte, but I purposely accept
opportunities to do so, because I want to
overcome this fear. Complacency and
mediocrity are thieves of ambition.
Without ambition there is no innovation.
In 1965 a Yale college professor told
his student, Fred Smith, that his business

idea was poor, and he graded the mock
business plan with a C. In 1973 Fred
Smith launched his business plan into a
successful venture that many of us use
today. Federal Express is a billion dollar
company, and it exists because a guy
moved out of his comfort zone. He had
courage along with persistence and
determination.
Setting realistic goals can help you
funnel your ambition and make wise
decisions. It is wise to heed the maxim;
you can't take aim without a target.
Realistic goals will help us to honestly
evaluate what we can accomplish. Not
everyone should be a leader. Good
followers are equally as important. So
stay alive, set goals, and challenge
yourself. Progress involves risk, and
nothing worthwhile is ever easy.
I hope to see many of you attend the
annual meeting in Vicksburg, and I hope
you will participate in the sporting clays
event. My greatest desire is for more of
our members to become active. The
Mississippi Society of American Foresters
will only be as strong as you make it.
"If you try to fail, and succeed, which have
you done?"- Author unknown

sgrado@cfr.msstate.edu
Tammy Coleman, Business Mgr.
662.325.2946

Newly Elected Officers

tcoleman@cfr.msstate.edu
Karen Brasher, Editor

Chair - Maurice Mitchell

662.325.8530
kbrasher@cfr.msstate.edu

Vice-Chair - Bryant Myatt
Secretary - Scott Payne
Treasurer - Steve Grado
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Comments from the Chair
I have been told that it is not a wise approach to
begin an article or speech with an apology but will do
so anyway. I wish to apologize to the members of the
Mississippi Society of American Foresters for my three
and a half month absence this past summer. But
before any of you say "Were you gone somewhere?" I
would like to pass along to you what transpired.
Early last January I found a site on the Internet
where one could apply for
government jobs. Having
toyed with the idea of
serving as a fire lookout, I
commenced to fill in all of
the details and lo and
behold a few weeks later
I received an approval
notice for a possible
location in one of several
western states that I had
applied for. Never having
had a reply to any of my
many applications to the
U.S. Forest Service as a recent graduate many years
ago, I promptly forgot about the application. However,
fate sometimes enters into our lives.
Sometime during the first week of June, the phone
rang and to my surprise it was an employee of the
U.S.F.S. calling to tell me he had a lookout position
open and asked if I was still interested. He said the
lookout was called Table Rock and it was located about
10 miles southwest of Unity, Oregon. After a careful
and thoughtful consideration of about two seconds, I
replied "Yes. When do you want me there?" Now let
me explain the situation. Out of the many lookouts in
the several states I had applied for, this was one that I
had ridden a snowmobile to when I lived in Oregon.
Plus I have close relatives and many friends within fifty
miles of that location. How is that for a paid summer
vacation in a mountainous wilderness area at 7,800 feet
with lodging furnished?
The summer was rather uneventful in terms of the
local fires. I was overlooking two national forests and
only spotted five fires on one of the forests. Lightning
caused four of these fires while a campfire accounted
for the other one. I haven't decided whether this was a
good or a bad situation. On the one hand it was good
that the fires were neither numerous or large but on the
other hand it makes you feel like you were not
accomplishing anything.
There were two old wildfire areas within the

wilderness area, one from 1988 and one from 2002. I
never found out how many acres were in the 1988 fire
but the 2002 fire was somewhere around 26,000 acres.
It is interesting to note that by being in a wilderness
area neither fire could be attacked using mechanized
equipment and therefore was probably much larger
than necessary. Also, by being in a wilderness, no
attempt was made to salvage any of the burned
material. White
skeletons, mostly
standing, with an
understory of regeneration
outlined the 1988 fire.
The 2002 fire area was
intermingled green trees
and dead trees with
brown or no needles.
Thus it has become a
good example of the
relationship of spacing in
the reduction of wildfire
damage. Could this be
an example of what is addressed in the "Healthy Forest
Restoration Act of 2003" by our current administration?
All in all, it was a very good summer experience.
And this was despite the numerous thunderstorms (did
you ever try to pinpoint a lightning strike when you were
the highest point within 20 miles?), two snowstorms in
September, and 2½ days of not being able to see
beyond the outhouse. Also, I could not understand why
some of my visitors felt that it was their sworn obligation
to inform me of the size of the bears in that area or that
the mountain lions were becoming so numerous that
they were beginning to stalk humans. But all in all it
was a fine summer and I recommend it to all you
retirees as a way to get back into the "action" and have
a delightful summer as well.
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SPEAKERS
Mr. James Cummins, Executive Director
Mississippi Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Dr. Andy Ezell, Professor, Silviculture
Mississippi State University
Dr. Emile Gardiner, Research Forester
USFS, Center for Bottomland Hardwoods Research
Dr. Stephen Grado, Assoc. Professor, Forest Economics
Mississippi State University
Dr. John Hodges, Professor Emeritus
Mississippi State University
Mr. Alan Holditch, State Forester
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Mr. Gary Kaster, Forester
American Electric Power
Dr. Sammy King, Unit Leader
USGS LA Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit
Dr. Steve Meadows, Research Forester
USFS, Center for Bottomland Hardwoods Research
Mr. Mike Staten, Wildlife Biologist
Anderson-Tully Company
Mr. Rodney Wishard, Block Manager
Anderson-Tully Company

LOCATION AND LODGING
The Mississippi SAF Annual Meeting will convene
at the Vicksburg Convention Center in Vicksburg, MS.
Directions to the Vicksburg Convention Center (VCC) –
take exit 1A and head north on Washington Street for
2½ miles. Turn left on Veto Street. Go one block to
Mulberry Street and turn left. The VCC is at 1600
Mulberry Street.

4
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A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Ameristar Casino-Hotel Vicksburg at the special rate
of $55.00 per night. To guarantee this special rate
please call 601-638-1000 and mention that you will be
attending the MS SAF Annual Meeting. Other accommodations are available in the area. Directions to the
Ameristar Casino-Hotel Vicksburg, take exit 1A and
head north on Washington Street. The Ameristar
Casino-Hotel Vicksburg is immediately on the right.

Sporting Clays at Tara Wildlife
Lunch and a sporting clays event will be hosted
by Tara Wildlife on Wednesday, March 3. Lunch will
be served at 11:00 a.m. After lunch, groups of five
will be escorted through the sporting clays stations,
50 shots total, (shells will be provided by Tara
Wildlife). Participants will need to bring their
own guns! Transportation to and from Tara Wildlife
will be on your own. Tara Wildlife is located about 30
minutes northwest of Vicksburg. From I-20 travel
north on Highway 61. Go 11.5 miles, turn left on
Highway 465 for 14 miles, look for the cotton gin on
the left, turn onto Eagle Lake Shore Road, and follow
5 miles of paved road and 2 miles of gravel until you
reach Tara. A map to Tara Wildlife can be found at
their website: www.tarawildlife.com/map.htm

Spouses Tour
Spouses tour will leave the Vicksburg Convention
Center at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 4, for a tour
of two of Vicksburg’s finest antebellum homes, Cedar
Grove Mansion-Inn and Anchuca Historic Mansion-Inn.
A luncheon will be served at Anchuca Historic
Mansion-Inn. The afternoon will be spent shopping
and strolling Historic Washington Street in downtown
Vicksburg. In addition to the numerous antique
shops, gift shops, boutiques, and other speciality
stores, be sure and see the Biedenharn Museum of
Coca-Cola Memorabilia where Coca-Cola was first bottled in 1894 by the Biedenharn Candy Company.

A n nu al Me e t i n g
Agenda

Wednesday, March 3
9:30 a.m.
MS SAF Executive Committee meeting
11:00 a.m.
Sporting Clays at Tara Wildlife
5:00 p.m.
Registration
6:30 p.m.
MSU Alumni Reception/Social (Vicksburg Convention Center)
Thursday, March 4
7:30 a.m.

Registration
(Exhibits and Silent Auction open)

8:00 a.m.

Call to Order
Mr. Glynn Brown, 2004 Annual Meeting Chair

8:15 a.m.

Keynote Address
National SAF Vice-President, Dr. John A. Helms
The History and Current Status of Mississippi’s Bottomland Hardwoods
Dr. Brian Roy Lockhart, Moderator

9:00 a.m.

History
Dr. Sammy King

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Current Status
Dr. Andy Ezell
Spouses tour departs
Break
Issues and Change - Social Structure
Dr. Stephen Grado

10:45 a.m.

Issues and Change - Wildlife Recreation
Mr. Mike Staten

11:45 a.m.

Issues and Change - Land Use and Land Trusts
Mr. James Cummins
Lunch (on your own)
Establishment and Management of Today’s Bottomland Hardwood Stands
Dr. Brian Roy Lockhart, Moderator

1:00 p.m.

Afforestation
Dr. Emile Gardiner

2:00 p.m.

Carbon Sequestration
Mr. Gary Kaster
Break
Farm Bill
Mr. Alan Holditch

2:15 p.m.

4:30
4:45
6:00
7:00

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Hardwood Regeneration
Mr. Rodney Wishard
Hardwood Intermediate Treatments
Dr. Steve Meadows
The Future of the Hardwood Resource and Hardwood Management
Dr. John Hodges
Technical sessions end - Break
Business Meeting
Social - cash bar
Awards Banquet
Magnolia Forester/February 2004
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CHAPTER NEWS
Four Lakes
The Four Lakes chapter held its annual Christmas
party and auction on December 4th at the Taylor
Grocery in Taylor, MS. (Thacker Mountain Radio fans
will recognize Taylor Grocery as the home of the
Taylor Grocery Band). Approximately 30 members
and guests enjoyed eating Taylor Grocery's famous
catfish and reading the grafitti-covered walls. Chairelect Charles Dismukes added new-MSU football
coach Sylvester Croom's name to one of the walls
which will surely cause indigestion for the many Ole
Miss students who hang out at the Grocery.
Our auctioneer, SAF Councilman Don Bell, did his
usual terrific job of entertaining the group while
separating us from our money. By the end of the
evening $374 was added to the treasury, some of
which will go towards helping pay first year SAF dues
for a couple of young foresters. Officers for 2004 are:
Chair-Charles Dismukes (Vaiden Timber Co.); ViceChair-Bobby Edwards (Mississippi Forestry Comm.);
Secretary/Treasurer-Damon Blakley, (Corps. of
Engineers, Grenada Lake).
Capitol
A joint field day was held with the Rankin County
Forestry Association on Dr. Ozier’s property. The
chapter had a shrimp boil and tour of Dr. Ozier’s
forestland. New chapter officers have been elected.
Trey DeLoach is the Chair, Ken Booker is the ViceChair, and Rich Nicholas is the Secretary/Treasurer.
Northeast
The last meeting was held in September. Tom
Morgan was elected the new Chapter Chair. Jeff Ware

is the Secretary/Treasurer for the chapter. At the next
meeting, a Vice Chair will be elected.
Broadleaf
The last meeting of 2003 was held at Shoney's in
Vicksburg. Twelve members and 1 guest were
present. The evenings presentation was by Buddy
Irby, Sales Manager for Anderson-Tully Company.
Buddy presented an interesting and enlightening
program to all present on the current status of the
hardwood industry and ATCO from the perspective of
the non-forester, and gave us all something to think
about. At Ted Leiningers' request, Dr. Robert Louis
was nominated for the Delta Council Outstanding
Contribution to Hardwood Forestry Award. Dr. Louis
has headed the USFS research from 1997 to his
retirement in 2003, and has been a diehard
proponent of the research labs at Stoneville. We will
be soliciting a new Vice-Chair at the January meeting,
be thinking of possible candidates. Members of the
annual meeting planning committee have been
meeting and discussing issues related to the meeting
and have hammered out a tech session. Lockhart will
be contacting speakers. We will have a sporting clays
shoot the first day instead of the usual golf outing.
All technical sessions will take place on the second
day. The meeting will be held at the Convention
Center in Vicksburg, and there is a lot to do,
volunteers are welcome. Sponsor and vendor
contacts are right around the corner, volunteers to do
this would be welcome.
Loblolly
The Loblolly Chapter of the SAF toured the Barge

Mississippi Society of American Foresters Chapter Chairs
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CHAPTER NEWS
timberlands on October 16, 2003. The tour, arranged
by David Barge and his father, Richard, highlighted
both the past and current natural pine management
practices of the company, and allowed members to
observe the benefits and drawbacks of various
silvicultural procedures. After a provided luncheon, Dr.
Debbie Gaddis gave a one hour ethics training
session. The meeting was attended by over 50
people, including 12 students from EMCC.
Longleaf
Glenn Hughes is the new Chapter Chair.
JCJC Student Chapter
The Student Chapter has purchased an oak tree for
an Arbor Day Celebration at South Jones Elementary
School on February 12, 2004. Students will lead the
program with the history of Arbor Day and the
importance of trees. One hundred forty copies of "My
friend the forester" will be distributed to the students.
On February 13, 2004, the student chapter will sell
dogwood, red bud, red maple, and sawtooth oak
trees to help fund the Jones County Forestry
Association's forestry scholarship program.
MSU Student Chapter
Eleven members of the Mississippi State University
Student Chapter attended the National Convention in
Buffalo, NY. These members were responsible for
maintaining an exhibit representing the Student
Chapter and forestry at Mississippi State University.
In addition, the Chapter received special recognition
for achieving third place in 2002/2003 SAF
Outstanding Student Chapter Award for the United
States. The Chapter received 1st place for the
outstanding student website. Five students attended
the Mississippi Forestry Association Annual Meeting in
Philadelphia. The students set up a display

representing SAF and assisted with the Awards
Banquet. Students attending had a great opportunity
to network and learn about current forestry issues
relevant to Mississippi. Six chapter members helped
maintain a joint SAF/CIF/ISTF/NAPFSC booth at the
12th World Forestry Congress in Quebec City, Quebec,
Canada. There were over 4,000 registrants at this
event from all over the world.
The MSU SAF Student Chapter will be hosting the
47th A.S.F.C. Conclave in Starkville at the Equipment
Show site on the John W. Starr Memorial Forest from
March 25-27, 2004. Mississippi State University was a
prior host for Conclave in 1990 and in 1976. At
Conclave, students from 14 southern forestry schools
will participate in both physical and technical events.
Technical events include wood identification,
dendrology, wildlife identification, compass and
pacing, pole classification, timber estimation,
photogrammetry, and DBH estimation. Physical
events include competitions such as speed chopping,
log rolling, archery, log birling, pole felling, men's and
women's cross-cut sawing, men's and women's bow
sawing, pole climbing, knife and axe throwing, and
chain throwing. We anticipate that over 300 students
from other universities will attend this event. In
addition, STIHL, Inc. will be hosting the STIHL®
TIMBERSPORTS® Collegiate Invitational Qualifier as a
non-point event and is the "Official Chain Saw" and
sponsor of this year's Conclave. On March 12, 2004,
the Chapter intends to continue its commitment to
the Mississippi Adopt-a-Highway program by picking
up trash along route 25 next to the John W. Starr
Memorial Forest. On March 3-4, 2004, the Chapter
intends to host an exhibit at the MS SAF Annual
Meeting in Vicksburg.

In Memory
Memorial services were held October 13, 2003 at University Baptist Church for Patsy Howell Kutack, 50, of
Hattiesburg, who died October 10, 2003 at Forrest General Hospital. She was a member of University Baptist
Church, an artist and homemaker, and a graduate of William Carey College. Survivors include her husband,
Jason Noel Kutack of Hattiesburg, her parents, Carolyn and J. D. “Pat” Howell of Hattiesburg; and one brother,
Joe D. Howell of Jacksonville, FL. Memorials may be made to University Baptist Church, William Carey College or
the Kidney Foundation.
Magnolia Forester/February 2004
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NATIONAL SAF NEWS
Helms Elected Vice-President of the
Society of American Foresters
Three Council Members and 53 Fellows
Also Elected
John A. Helms of Orinda, California, has been
elected vice-president of the Society of American
Foresters. After serving SAF as vice-president in 2004,
Helms will assume the SAF presidency—the
organization’s top volunteer leadership post—on
January 1, 2005.
Helms, one of the nation’s leading experts in
silviculture, is professor emeritus at the University of
California–Berkeley. He served as professor of
silviculture at the university from 1964–94 and chaired
the Department of Forestry from 1989–93. Helms
holds a PhD in silviculture (1963) and a master’s in
forest management (1960) from the University of
Washington. He also holds a diploma of forestry
(1953) from the Australian Forestry School and a BS
in forestry (1953) from the University of Sydney,
Australia.
“I am privileged to be elected vice-president
because forestry in the United States, and indeed
worldwide, is at a threshold of opportunity and
believe I can make a difference,” says Helms. “Rapid
change in public attitudes toward forest resources
makes the potential role of SAF increasingly
important. I want to strengthen SAF so it is fully
recognized and respected for its mission to serve
employers and the public and to enhance professional
forestry.”
The 2003 SAF elections also resulted in the
election of three new representatives on the SAF
Council, the organization’s governing body. The newly
elected representatives include Gary M. Nakamura of
Redding, California, an area forestry specialist with
the University of California Cooperative Extension.
Nakamura will represent Voting District 3 (Hawaii,
Northern California, and Southern California SAFs.)
Leo C. Laferriere, CF, of Waitsfield, Vermont, a
consulting forester, will represent Voting District 6
(New England and New York SAFs.) Robert J.
Cunningham, CF, of West Plains, Missouri, regional
supervisor of the private land services division of the
Missouri Department of Conservation, will represent
Voting District 9 (Great Plains, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky-Tennessee Missouri, Ouachita,
and Ohio SAFs.)
8

Fifty-three SAF members were also elected SAF
Fellow. Fellows are SAF professional members who
have been identified by their peers as having
rendered outstanding service to forestry and the
Society. The 2003 Fellows will be announced later this
month after they have been notified.

2004 PRESIDENTIAL FIELD FORESTER
AWARDS
It is appropriate that SAF recognize those
members of our profession who actively practice
professional forestry in the field. Practitioners are the
true foundation of our profession, yet we do not have
any national recognition for the outstanding efforts
and the accomplishments of this large segment of our
Society. Practitioners often operate in nearly complete
anonymity, yet their actions are the single most
important contribution to the viability and
understanding of our profession. This is where
forestry truly happens and it is important that we
recognize those who perform the art and science of
forestry each and every day.
There is a large number of field foresters who
should be recognized for their talent and
accomplishments. These deserving individuals can be
found in all regions of the U.S. Using presidential
prerogative, 11 members -- one from each of the
eleven SAF districts -- will be selected to receive an
outstanding field forester achievement award in 2004.
This will assure that each region of the U.S. will be
able to recognize an outstanding field forester.
Information on the Presidential Field Forester Award
and winners since the inception of the program in
2000 is posted on the SAF web site at
www.safnet/org/who/nationalawards.html
SELECTION CRITERIA
z
z
z
z
z

z
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Must be a member of SAF
Must have practiced forestry for at least 15 years
(I would consider 10 yrs.)
Major portion of career must be in field
application of forestry
Must be recognized locally or regionally by peers
for excellence in field application of forestry
Understands the forest and uses science along
with the adaptive management process to
achieve landowner objectives and insure forest
sustainability
Management intensity may range from very
intensive applications to more extensive
management regimes
May be from any employment sector

POSITION STATEMENT
MS SAF POSITION STATEMENT
ON
TIMBER SEVERANCE TAX
Position
The Mississippi Society of American Foresters recognizes that the Mississippi timber severance tax was established over
60 years ago, in part, to provide revenues for state forestry programs promoting sound forest management. MS SAF
recognizes that the current rates of the timber severance tax have not kept up with rising timber values and that the
categories of the code are antiquated and should be updated to reflect the modern forest products industry. A
modernized severance tax system could also provide improved funding and harvest information useful for long-range
economic planning in forestry. It is the position of the Mississippi Society of American Foresters that now is the time for
the Mississippi timber severance tax code to be updated.

Background
Timber severance taxes currently exist in 12 states and 8 southern states including Mississippi. Historically, the levy of
timber severance taxes began in 1922 in Louisiana. The historical justification for timber severance taxes was to
discourage wasteful cutting of timber and to provide revenues for state forestry programs that promote sound forest
management practices.
Mississippi's timber severance tax was established in 1940. It has been modified periodically. The last change in the
timber severance tax was in 1996 to add tax rates for timber sold by weight resulting from an update of the weights
and measures statutes that establish rules for timber commerce.
Mississippi's timber severance tax code contains 13 separate categories in which tax may be paid. Many of these
categories are outdated such as "turpentine gum" and "stumpwood" which are no longer forest products in Mississippi.
In addition, the rates of tax are so low as to be insignificant. The current rate of tax in 2003 is $1/MBF for pine
sawlogs. Standing pine sawlog average prices, unadjusted for inflation, have increased from $200/MBF in 1990 to about
$400/MBF today. At an average standing value of $400/MBF for pine sawlogs, a $1/MBF tax represents ¼ of one
percent.
With state forestry programs in need of funding, it appears that an update of the timber severance tax code in
Mississippi is appropriate. If the tax code were updated it could be modernized and generate funds to support needed
forestry programs which was an original intent of a timber severance tax.
In addition, an updated timber severance tax code could be structured in such a way as to provide more valuable
resource harvest information to compliment inventory information to give a clearer picture of the status of Mississippi's
forest resources on a continual basis.

Originally adopted by Mississippi Society of American Foresters (MS SAF) on December 11, 2003. Approved by the MS
SAF membership after publication in the MS SAF newsletter, The Magnolia Forester, February, 2004. This
statement will expire December 31, 2008, unless revised by the MS SAF.
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features
The Air Land Emergency Resource
Team (ALERT) Academy is a unique
training and service organization for
young men who desire to achieve
maturity and fruitfulness in service
as Christian men. Mike Daniels, a
member of the Loblolly Chapter, has
been teaching a 3-day forestry
course at the academy for the last
three years. Mike also helps
manage the academy’s 1,500 acres
of timberland.

Auburn researchers to study habits
of 'suburban' deer
Auburn University researchers want to learn more
about the habits and survival methods of "suburban"
deer.
The Auburn University School of Forestry and
Wildlife Sciences hopes to capture 20 live adult does
from the Columbus, Georgia area in the next few weeks
to launch their study.
The team would implant transmitters in the does to
locate their newborn fawns, said Auburn professor
Charles J. Gibson.
Data gathered by tracking the fawns will allow
them to compare survival rates and causes for mortality
between rural and urban fawns. They'll also look at the
impacts of human-induced stresses on fawns in urban
environments and examine genetic factors that may aid
deer in their ability to adapt.
The researchers are asking the public to report
interactions with deer.
"We're not really looking for deer on a 300-acre
stretch of property," Gibson said. "We're more
interested in deer that are crossing city streets."
Associated Press

10
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James L. "Jim" Sledge, Capitol Chapter
member, has been named 2003 Alumni Fellow
for the College of Forest Resources. Sledge is
a 1961 forestry graduate of Crystal Springs. He
is the current Mississippi State Forester and
formerly served as woodlands manager for
Mead Corp.'s Stevenson, Ala., paper and saw
mills. Sledge is the former president of the
National Association of State Foresters.

features
MSU research helps analyze,
minimize Southern forest fire risks
A recently completed multi-state study at
Mississippi State will help forest managers better
predict fire risks and patterns in the South.
The analysis by the university’s Forest and Wildlife
Research Center covered more than 100 million acres in
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee,
and eastern Oklahoma and Texas. The finished project
is expected to provide a powerful planning instrument
in the arsenal of fire fighting tools for forest managers.
“The study area includes young pine and mixed
pine and hardwood under 10 years old, which have the
highest potential for wildfires,” said project investigator
Ian Munn.
The professor of forestry said the 2002 fire season
alone caused more than seven million acres lost in
flames nationwide. While most fires occur in the West,
the South also is at high risk for potentially destructive
fires, he added.
“We wanted to look at fire potential over several
Southern states, as forest fires know no boundaries,”
Munn said. “Few studies have looked at fire occurrence
over multi-state regions.”
To analyze the area, the MSU
researchers developed a geographic
information system with both forest
inventory analysis data collected by the
USDA Forest Service and U.S. census
data that provided demographic
characteristics of the region.
“The geographic information system
helps organize and analyze the complex
spatial relationships among multiple
factors of importance,” said associate
professor David Evans, project coinvestigator.
“Variables such as vegetation,
topography, weather, management
activity, residential pattern, and location
all can have an impact on fires,” Evans
explained.
Their conclusion: highest-risk areas
in the South are public forests, urbanforest interface locations and young pine
and mixed stands, each with potentially

serious hazard and damage consequences in the event
of major fires.
Evans said the team gave particular attention to the
distance between forest and urbanized areas using GIS.
Wildfires are more likely to occur near developed areas
where human activity, either accidental or deliberate,
can lead to high rates of fire.
To analyze the data, the MSU scientists classified
forest fires into three categories: natural fires,
accidental and/or arson fires, and person-controlled
fires or prescribed fires.
Munn said person-caused forest fires--whether
prescribed or accidental/arson--represent “more than
two-thirds of all forest fires.” By combining the forest
service and census data into GIS, the university team
developed an equation to predict fire probability.
“The geographic information system technology,
combined with the modeling equation, can identify and
map the levels of fire potential,” Evans said.
Added Munn: “Using readily available data, we
were able to identify where efforts are most needed to
limit the impact of wildfires.”
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Mississippi's timber industry remains
steady in 2003
Mississippi's timber industry in 2003 did not begin
its climb out of the depression of recent years, but
officials believe the descent has stabilized and recovery
should be coming soon.
Agricultural economists and forestry specialists with
Mississippi State University's Extension Service are
predicting the value of Mississippi's 2003 timber harvest
at $1.03 billion, compared to 2002's value of almost
$1.04 billion. That prediction represents a 0.3 percent
decrease.
"The declining value of timber seems to be
bottoming out," said Bob Daniels, Extension forestry
specialist. "In 2001, there was more than a 17 percent
decline in timber production value; then in 2002, the
decline was only 3.6 percent. We hope this year's
decline of less than 1 percent is a sign that the industry
has stabilized and should begin to improve next year as
the economy strengthens."
Wet weather in 2003 is the likely cause for reducing
the state's harvest volume by about 4 percent.
Excessive rains fell across the state throughout the
year.
"Rains were an obstacle to harvest operations most
of the year and drove prices higher," Daniels said.
"Through the first of December, rainfall was running
from 4.4 inches above normal in Jackson to 13.5 inches
above normal in Meridian."
Daniels said Mississippi's forest economy has
changed significantly in recent years.
"Paper products (paper, corrugated board and pulp)
are declining in importance to the state. We've had two
paper mills close in recent years," he said. "In 1990,
pulpwood was nearly 37 percent of our timber value; in
2002, it was 20 percent.
Daniels said Mississippi's forest economy is very
dependent on pine sawtimber products, such as lumber,
plywood and poles. In 2002, pine logs represented 66
percent of the value of our timber harvest.
"Markets for pine products were good this year.
Delivered prices for pine logs were up about 2 percent
and pulpwood prices were up more than 10 percent,"
he said. "Hardwood log prices remained steady but
southern hardwood lumber prices improved as a result
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of limited supplies from the year before."
Optimistic about the next year's potential, Daniels
said the forest economy grows along with the overall
national economy.
"The forest economy is dependent on pine lumber
and structural panels. The fact that there were almost 2
million housing starts through October was very
positive for the timber industry," Daniels said.
"Continued low interest rates also help. People are
more inclined to remodel and repair projects on their
houses, and those activities are a big source of lumber
demand."
The U.S. timber industry received benefits from the
war in Iraq as the government made a large purchase
of softwood panels and lumber for reconstruction in the
Middle East in August.

Harold Gordon,
Loblolly Chapter
member, was
the guest
speaker at the
CFR Alumni
luncheon during
the Mid-South
Forestry
Equipment
Show.

features
Protest of clearcutting trees in DeSoto
National Forest goes to court
An Atlanta judge has forwarded to federal court in
Mississippi a portion of a lawsuit filed protesting a
pending clearcut of hundreds of acres of woodlands at
DeSoto National Forest.
The original suit, brought by a collection of
environmental groups including Friends of Mississippi
Public Lands and the Sierra Club, claims the U.S. Forest
Service did not adequately consider the effect the
timbering would have on key forest species.
The lawsuit, which also names the U.S. Department
of Agriculture as a defendant, challenged the proposed
timber sales and national park projects in four states Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas and Virginia.
U.S. District Judge Orinda D. Evans in Atlanta split
the case into four separate suits this week, maintaining
the Arkansas portion of the suit at the Atlanta court
and sending the other three to federal courts in their
respective states.
The action came after two recent protests at
DeSoto National Forest objecting to the extent
timbering plans would use clearcuts and "shelterwood"
cuts, which eventually remove all mature trees from a
given area.
"Our national forests should be bastions of healthy
watersheds, biodiversity and recreation, not tree farms
for industry," a recent statement issued by both groups
reads.
One of 13 planned timber sales in Mississippi
National Forests, the Black Creek Timber Sale at
DeSoto National Forest would use 208 acres of
clearcuts, 358 acres of shelterwood cuts, 95 acres of
seedtree cuts and 1,142 acres of thinning, according to
the groups.
Ron Smith, planning team leader with the Forest
Service in DeSoto, said that clearcutting and
shelterwood cuts can actually enhance biological
diversity.
Evans refused to grant a requested restraining
order that would have delayed some of the Forest
Service projects. She did agree the objections should
be heard.
Associated Press
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Bush seeks millions for forest thinning
The Bush administration is set to ask Congress for
$760.4 million to remove brush and small trees that
serve as kindling for catastrophic wildfires on public
lands.
Bush officials will include the request to fully fund
the new Healthy Forests law in the 2005 budget
proposal they send to Congress on Monday.
If approved, the request will more than double
federal spending on forest-thinning projects. The
money would allow work on 4 million acres of forests
and range lands — up from about 1 million now.
“If the funding is as advertised, it’s good news. We
will look carefully at the budget to make sure they are
not taking money from one critical program to fund
another,” said Josh Kardon, top aide to Sen. Ron
Wyden, D-Ore., an Oregon Democrat who pushed to
include suggested funding for Healthy Forests programs
in the law.
Mark Rey, the Agriculture Department official who
oversees the Forest Service, and Interior Assistant
Secretary Lynn Scarlett announced the funding request
Wednesday. They said that about $80 million to $100
million would be additional money from Congress. The
bulk of the money, however, would have to be shifted
from other Agriculture and Interior programs.
“The decision to provide this level of funding is a
reflection of the president’s commitment to reaching
the goals of this act. The rationale behind the decision
was very simple and very direct,” Rey said.
Bush officials initially backed a House bill that
did not call for additional funding for thinning
projects. The White House considered that bill
closer to the president’s proposal, which called for
speeding up environmental reviews and limiting
consideration of alternatives in order to quickly
proceed with thinning projects.
Southern Oregon’s Biscuit fire served as a
dramatic backdrop for Bush when he outlined his
initiative in August 2002.
Critics of the House bill said that if no extra
money was provided, the federal government
would have to allow more logging on public lands
to make the thinning projects financially feasible.
The Senate added an authorization for $760
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million per year to pay for thinning projects, and it was
included in final bill that the president signed.
But an authorization is a suggestion, not a
guarantee of funding. How much Congress actually will
put into the Healthy Forests program in fiscal 2005 is
uncertain.
Sen. Ted Stevens, chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, said that most of the 13
spending bills could bog down in the partisan warfare
of presidential and congressional politics.
Tiernan Sittenfeld of the U.S. Public Interest
Research Group, an environmental and consumer
group, remained wary of the administration’s plans. Her
group fought the legislation for two years on the
grounds that it was a backdoor effort to allow more
commercial logging in national forests under the guise
of protecting communities near public lands at high risk
for fires.
“I hope the money goes to protect communities,”
Sittenfeld said, “and not to promote logging in the back
country.”
The Statesman Journal

features
New technology to provide critical
market for forest landowners
A new demonstration plant unveiled Dec. 12 at
Mississippi State has the potential to stimulate
alternative, profitable markets for small-diameter trees
thinned from pine plantations.
Through a partnership with TimTek Australia Ltd.,
scientists at the university’s Forest and Wildlife
Research Center will demonstrate technologies they
hope will ultimately produce commercially viable
engineered wood products from three- to eight-inch
diameter southern yellow pines.
Following an international search, company officials
earlier selected Mississippi State as a partner because
of the university’s long-established and widely
recognized composite wood product research program
in the department of forest products.
Developed in Australia by the Commonwealth
Scientific Industrial Research Organization, the TimTek
process forms high-strength, engineered lumber using
small-diameter trees that are crushed into strands.
Coated with an exterior-type adhesive and dried, the
strands then are formed to desired shapes in a
specialized steam-injection hot press.
Recently completed with $1 million funding from
the state Land, Water and Timber Resources Board, the
plant is located on the western edge of campus, near
the intersection of Blackjack Road and Locksley Way.
During opening ceremonies, TimTek representatives
and MSU President Charles Lee joined Lester Spell,

state commissioner of agriculture and commerce, in
emphasizing the significance of the collaboration to the
state’s economy.
“This plant and the technology being developed
here once again demonstrate Mississippi State’s desire
to help stimulate competitive markets for Mississippi
landowners and the state’s forest industry and to help
create new value-added products for Mississippi
manufacturers,” Lee said.
Spell, observing that Mississippi has more than 18
million acres of forest land, said the partnership “will be
good for our state, especially for private landowners
who hold about 70 percent of the state’s forest lands
and are seeking new revenues for their small-diameter
trees.” A member of the Land, Water and Timber
Resources Board, he praised TimTek for exemplifying
the kind of innovative project the board supports.
Company director Walter Jarck said TimTek’s
product “is a unique, long-fiber structural engineered
lumber with high-strength properties of select-grade
sawn timber. It can be produced in lengths and cross
sections greater than can be achieved from the largest
logs available.”
Since the process can be incorporated into existing
plants, owners of wood-processing operations have the
potential to realize immediate economic benefits, Jarck
added.
Further research will both determine the strength
values of the product and test the product to help gain
building code acceptance. Initial examinations in MSU’s
forest products department indicate that the engineered
lumber has the potential to compete favorably with
beams and timbers used in residential and commercial
construction.

State's tallest pine tree to be laid to rest
in museums
What was once one of Mississippi's tallest trees
before a summer storm ripped it from its roots will be
cut up and shipped off to at least three museums.
Pieces of the tree are going to the Historic DeSoto
Museum, the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Museum in Jackson and the Children's Museum on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast.
The pine, which predates the Civil War, is believed
to have been planted in Horn Lake by the famous
outlaw and Robin Hood-like character Rube Burroughs,
sometimes spelled Burrows, who stole from the rich and
gave to the poor.
Associated Press
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MS SAF 2004 ANNUAL MEETING
Registration Fees: (please check all that apply)
 SAF Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00
 Non SAF Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$140.00
 SAF Student Member

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 30.00

 Spouses (banquet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 20.00
 Spouses Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 35.00
 Late Registration Fee – add . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 15.00
(if postmarked after 2/18/04)
 Sporting Clays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 45.00
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______
Name ________________________________________
Title __________________________________________
Organization ___________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City __________________________________________
State _______________ Zip ______________________
Phone ___________________ Fax _________________
E-mail ________________________________________
Spouse’s Name ________________________________
Payment by :
Check #______________ Company PO# ____________

Payment by check, money order, or
company money order made payable
to Broadleaf Chapter MS SAF.
Mail Registration and payment to:
Broadleaf Chapter MS SAF
US Forest Service
Attn: Stephanie Allison
20380 Highway 61
Rolling Fork, MS 39159
For more information call: Stephanie
Allison 662-873-6256
Cancellation Policy
Should you need to cancel your
attendance, contact Stephanie Allison
no later than Friday, February 20, 2004.
Qualified substitutions may be made
for cancellations received after
5:00 p.m. February 20, 2004.

Payment Amount Enclosed $_______________________

The Magnolia Forester
MS Society of American Foresters
Box 9680
Mississippi State, MS 39762

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 172
Starkville, MS

