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The MS SAF annual meeting in Meridian was a huge
success this year with over 88
in attendance.
The Magnolia Chapter
sponsored the event that
included 17 exhibitors and 22
sponsors. The silent auction
generated $1,100 in revenue
for the Forester’s Fund.
Keynote speaker and
newly-appointed state forester
Charlie Morgan spoke of the
post-Katrina opportunities in
forestry. One opportunity is a
new program offered through
the USDA Farm Services
Agency, called the Emergency
Forestry Conservation
Reserve Program. This costshare incentive is designed
to help landowners who have
experienced at least 35 percent loss to merchantable timber on private non industrial
forest land.
The Mississippi Forestry
Commission developed the

process to determine landowner property eligibility. This
process was then adapted for
the five states involved.
MFC will consult with private foresters during the 45
day assessment of timberland.
Morgan also spoke of his
round-the-state tour of MFC
offices. Morgan visited over
28 locations in three weeks to
meet with employees.
Other speakers at the
meeting included Tony
Dixon, Mississippi National
Forest Supervisor; Bruce
Alt, Mississippi Forestry
Association Vice President
and Anderson Thomas,
Owner of Shuqualak Lumber
Company.
The annual meeting committee members included
Jeff Keeton, Brian Mitchell,
Ken Robey, Jim Walley, and
Tommy Miller.
see page 11 for award recipients
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If you did not attend the MS SAF
Annual Meeting in Meridian on June
14 and 15, you missed some good
programs, fellowship, and CFE hours.
The Annual Meeting Committee did
an excellent job putting the meeting
together, in spite of all the stumbling
blocks created by Katrina. I thank
each of you for a job well done.
Looking forward to the February
2007 Annual Meeting, the Louisiana
SAF has approached us about a
joint meeting, possibly in Natchez or
Vicksburg. Jeff Keeton has discussed
it with a representative of LA SAF and
the Executive Committee approves
of the idea. The Homochitto Chapter
has been selected to be the MS SAF
host Chapter.
Back in the spring, I wrote a letter
to the membership bemoaning the
inactivity of several of our Chapters.
I wrongly included the Broadleaf
Chapter in this group; they were then,

and are now, alive and doing well.
Both the Homochitto Chapter and
Loblolly Chapter have been revived
over the past few months, and I thank
a number of people for their efforts.
We still need to get the Capitol
Chapter activated; there are too many
good SAF members in it to let it lay
dormant for very long.
The Four Lakes Chapter lost two
long-time members recently, Ham
Williston and Don Gerred. Both of
these foresters were well-respected in
their profession.
Finally, it’s not too early to be
thinking about officers, both State
and Chapter, for 2007. It would be
really good if our Chair-Elect had all
the officers’ names and information in
hand on January 2, 2007.

from the Chair-Elect...
The opportunity to write my first letter to the
MS SAF membership provides me with the chance
to thank the membership for electing me as your
Chair-Elect for 2006 and soon to be Chair in 2007.
It is quite an honor to be recognized, supported,
and given a vote of confidence by the most
outstanding group of forestry professionals I’ve
been surrounded by during my career.
I don’t have a lot of messages to bring to the
table in this first letter but merely want to focus on
two items. First, the need for MS SAF to regain
its strength as the top SAF State Chapter in the
Nation. Second, for the membership to realize
the real benefits of belonging to SAF and how we
need to continue to pass that down to our young
foresters entering the field in today’s changing
environment.
One of the highlights of my career as a forester
are the friendships, interactions, and continued
relationships with MS SAF members. However,
recently I have been discouraged by the inactivity
of several chapters in the state. There are now
a number of once proud chapters who, even with
decent membership numbers, are not meeting
regularly in either a formal or informal fashion.
Periodic chapter meetings have always played
an important role in that experience. Without
interacting with other members of the forestry
community we are losing our collective identity and
short-changing ourselves in terms of being able
to have a continued dialogue with our peers and
learning and sharing information with them. Most
importantly, these events are great opportunities to
keep alive friendships we have all made through
MS SAF. In addition, we become weaker in the
eyes of others when we do not have a strong
cohesive group working together to represent
professional forestry in the State and beyond.
Inactive chapters need to reinvigorate themselves
and responsibilities for managing chapters need
to be spread out to more individuals, rather than
a few who sometimes do all the work. Everyone
is busy with their professional and personal lives
but it is not asking too much to have at least two
meaningful meetings a year for each chapter.

Related to chapter vitality is the question of
membership and how we as a state organization
are barely holding our own, although we are doing
better than many other chapters around the United
States. SAF really does have a lot to offer its
members beyond the annual convention and its
social aspects. It is the repository for a wealth of
information and SAF is continually trying to make
that easier and more user friendly for members
to gain assess. As professional organizations
go, its reasonably priced. The bottom line here is
that even if you may disagree with the direction of
the national organization in some cases, the MS
SAF has always been focused and associated
with the best we have to offer and it needs your
participation to stay that way.
Second, when I look back at the successes
with the SAF Student Chapter, and what that
has done across the United States and Canada
to elevate the image of Mississippi and our
forestry community I am truly proud of what
has been accomplished. Most importantly we
have contributed to the development of young
foresters who have continued to make their mark
in forestry after graduation and remained active
SAF members. The Jones Community College
Student Chapter has also greatly contributed to
the effort as well. This is truly our life blood. The
MS SAF has been very generous and supportive
of the Student Chapter over the years, but in turn
that has paid exceptional dividends for students
and our profession. Active MS SAF participation is
vital to continuing this success story.
In closing, I will do my best in 2007 to be a
Chair you can be proud of. I only hope I can
live up to the standards set by current Chair
Mike Wiseman and those that came before
him. However, I can only be as good as the
membership along with strong chapters and
the collective efforts to improve MS SAF. I am
also willing to travel to each chapter to attend a
meeting or even to speak on any number of topics
deemed relevant to the group or forestry. I only
hope I am asked.
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Executive Committee Meeting
1. Welcome and Introductions-Mike Wiseman
2. Anti-Trust Statement-Bryant Myatt
3. Minutes of February 14 Meeting-Andy Londo
Comments made on corrections to be made to the
meeting. Minutes will be adjusted as suggested
with the corrected minutes re submitted. Minutes
are approved.
4. Financial Report-Bob Heinz
A handout was provided by Tammy Coleman.
Both CDs will mature on June 16. The $5,000 3month CD has earned $70 in interest. We don’t
know how much the $10,000 CD has earned.
The Executive Committee should decide what to
do with those CDs by that time. The $1,210 for
the Students Katrina Fund needs to be deducted
from the support and revenue section of the
handout, as this check was written in early April.
Membership fee checks for the chapters have
been written and will be dispersed today. Mike
Wiseman made a motion to accept financial report,
Steve Grado seconded the motion. The Motion
passed.
5. Committee Reports:
Annual Meeting-Jeff Keeton
Fliers for the annual meeting were sent out in early
May. The theme was “A New Forest in Light of
Catastrophes.” The meeting was held in Meridian.
Jeff Keeton asked chapter chairs to encourage
their members to attend the meeting. Brochures
were sent to MS, AL, and LA. Jeff also asked that
chapter chairs and members donate silent auction items. Jeff was also looking for sponsors and
more exhibitors. Debbie Gaddis made a motion
that 25% of silent auction funds go to foresters
fund and the remaining 75% of funds be used to
send a forestry student from MSU or the Junior
Colleges to the SAF Leadership Academy in 2007.
The selection committee will be chaired by Debbie
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Gaddis. The motion was seconded by Grado. The
motion passed.
Policy-Legislative Committee-Les Shelby
The Policy Committee met April 19 to discuss possible position statements. The committee is open
to suggestions from the membership. Position
statements are important to solidify the MS SAF
views. One position statement being examined is
the restructuring of the MFC, and it’s function as a
state agency. The ultimate purpose of this position
statement would be to help the MFC. Discussion
ensued on whether position statements should
be political or forest management related. The
national policy committee historically has developed position statements on a number of management and political issues. The draft position supports the MFC remaining as a stand alone agency.
Additional statements on the future of MS forestry
following Katrina, as well as another on endangered species were be discussed during the April
meeting. There are no position statements due
to expire this year, but several are set to expire in
2007. The USDA Forest Service has been holding public meetings concerning planning activities
on the national forests. Salvage activities in the
southern districts have put the planning process
on hold for now.
Professional Recognition-Joe Spinks
The MSU Student Chapter nominee is Tedrick
Ratcliff. He’s the president of MSU Student
Chapter. He has been a very proactive and reliable leader. The nominee for the Outstanding
Young Forester Award is Damon Blakely. The
nominee for the Distinguished Service Award is
John Frank Arrechea. Motion to accept the three
candidates made by Debbie Gaddis, seconded by
Steve Emerson. Motion Passed.
MS Wildlife Federation-Steve Emerson
The annual meeting was held in Jackson. The

Executive Committee Meeting
USFWS with other agencies and NGOs have
formed a group called MS Partners for Fish and
Wildlife for restoration of wildlife habitat on private
lands. Their first meeting was in February. They
are planning on having a meeting sometime in the
future. This may be something MS SAF should
be involved in. They may have speakers available
which would be of interest to our members.
Fellow Selection Procedure-Bob Daniels
The process for nomination of fellows has been
modified. There is now a district level fellow nominations committee. This committee will review
the “worthiness” of nominations. This district level
committee will consist of two fellows from each
state in the district (MS, LA, and TX). The committee is required to pass nominees onto the district
representative, who in turn will pass those nominations onto national committee. Individual chapters
still make the initial nominations, getting those
nominations to the state chair, or the district representative. Guidelines for the selection of fellows
are available from the SAF.
6. Old Business
Vice Chair is membership chair for the state chapter. In March, national SAF gained 75 members.
MS SAF lost 3. We currently have 442, our goal
is 443. The bad news is that there are 75 members who have not paid their dues yet for the year.
Each chapter is supposed to have a membership
chair. Those individuals should convince the nonpaying members to pay up. Please discuss this at
your chapter meetings.
2006 Budget
Last year the MS SAF transferred $15,000 in to
CDs, which were listed as expenses. We may not
have that problem this year. Of the total expenses
listed for 2005, actual 2005 expenses were only
$18,129. An approximation of the budget for 2006
is $18,750. Funds left over from previous years
have been used to help with the current years budget. The funds in CDs can probably stay in CDs.

The deadline for students to submit their names for
the ACF meeting is rapidly drawing near, with no
submissions as of yet. Those budgeted funds may
not be used. If we don’t do it this year, we should
try it again next year. It’s too good of a developmental opportunity for our students. Steve Grado
made a motion to form a committee with himself,
Debbie Gaddis, and Don Grebner to advertise and
solicit applications towards the ACF forestry challenge for next year. The motion was seconded by
Bob Daniels. Motion Carries. Bob Daniels made
the motion to accept the budget as is. Debbie
Gaddis seconded. Motion Carried.
7. New Business
Steve Emerson needs help on the 12th of May.
He needs someone to fill in for him on the Wildlife
Federation Meeting in Jackson. MS SAF is an
affiliate member. Steve Emerson will contact Tim
Traugott about this.
Don Grebner asked if the MS SAF would still support students from the MSU Student Chapter to
attend the national meeting. Support for students
is pending on the annual meeting.
Bob Daniels discussed Forests for Humanity.
Three houses are planned to be built across the
state this year; in Starkville, Brookhaven, and
Tupelo.
Steve Grado suggested that the other forestry
organizations should have the chance to give a
short presentation on their activities at the MS SAF
annual meeting. It may be a good way to increase
membership, and develop contacts with those
organizations.
Jaysen Hogue, a junior in the College
of Forest Resources, attended the ACF
meeting. Jaysen was sponsored by the MS
SAF and the ACF.

August 2006

5

CHAPTER NEWS
4-Lakes
The 4-Lakes Chapter recently held its February
meeting at “The Grill” in Eupora. Debbie Gaddis
presented an excellent program on timber tax
changes. Following the presentation and meal,
a business meeting was held with approximately
15 members present. Chairman Damon Blakely
went over the slate of meetings for 2006 and
all meetings were approved. Meeting dates
were approved to be held bi-monthly on the 2nd
Thursday instead of previous 3rd Thursday due
to conflicts with other organizations. A motion
was made and passed to send $125 to the
Forester’s Fund. Lloyd Young made a motion to
check on the needs of MSU Forestry students
affected by Hurricane Katrina and send another
donation in priority of needs. The amount of
the donation will be assessed and voted on by
the April meeting. The slate of meetings for
2006 are April, Wayne Tucker, MIFI; June, Sam
Marter, Corp. of Engineers; August, Mathew Raff,
Federal Land Bank; October, Bobby Watkins,
BASF; and December, Annual Christmas Party
and Auction.
Magnolia
The last meeting of the Magnolia Chapter was
on June 8 at JCJC. Mark Anderson from

Carnes Tree Service was our guest speaker
and he spoke on the taxable value of residential
trees damaged by Hurricane Katrina. During
the remainder of the meeting we discussed the
annual meeting in Meridian.
Capitol
No report given.
Northeast
The Northeast Chapter had a meeting, where
Bob Daniels presented the Forest for Humanity
program. The chapter decided to pursue
contributing to a Forest for Humanity house. A
couple of potential donors of building materials
have been identified and the local Habitat for
Humanity is willing and able to work with the
chapter.
Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter’s first meeting of 2006
was held on March 14th at the Sun-Koon
Restaurant in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Twelve
members, and three guests were present. The
chapter has adopted a three meeting per year
schedule to coincide with our three meeting
locations, Vicksburg, Yazoo City, and Greenville.
As well as our participation in other meetings

Mississippi Society of American Foresters Chapter Chairs
Four Lakes

Broadleaf

Magnolia

Loblolly

Capitol

Homochitto

Northeast

Longleaf

Mr. Damon Blakely
662.226.6090

Mr. Ken Robey
601.785.4871

Mr. Trey DeLoach
601.857.2284
Mr. John Kushla
662.566.2201
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Dr. Brian Lockhart
662.686.3171

Mr. Ben Knight
662.243.4524

Mr. Jeff Rogers
601.225.6048
Mr. Justin Aldridge
601.270.4469

such as the Southern Hardwood Forestry Group.
Emile Gardiner made a motion to retain the
current officers; Dr. Brian Roy Lockhart, Chair
and Tim Evans, Secretary/Treasurer. This was
seconded by Norman Davis, and was approved
by unanimous vote. Sam Jackson volunteered
to take up the vacant position of Vice-Chair, and
was accepted by acclimation. There was some
discussion of the upcoming State meeting and a
debate regarding it’s date. Then after recognition
of “Saint Urho’s Day,” we moved into our program.
An update on Carbon Sequestration projects in the
Delta, was presented by Dr. Andy Londo.

CHAPTER NEWS

Longleaf
No report given.
Loblolly
No report given.
Homochitto
The Homochitto Chapter is back in action with
Jeff Rogers serving as Chair and Steven Williams
serving as Vice Chair. The chapter held a mill tour
at the Georgia-Pacific Sawmill in Roxie on March
14. Ten members attended the meeting. This was
the first meeting of the year.
JCJC Student Chapter
On May 1, the JCJC Student Chapter helped with
the Forrest/Lamar County Forestry Association
Annual Golf Tournament. They were able to raise
over $400 to go to the JCJC Scholarship Fund.
Also the Student Chapter had its year end crawfish
boil just before graduation in May.
MSU SAF Student Chapter
The MSU SAF Student Chapter continued with
their committment to the Adopt-A-Highway program. The students also hosted their first spring
field day at Dorman Lake on the John W. Starr
Memorial Forest to prepare for the 2005 Annual
Southern Forestry School Conclave. The 49th

A.S.F.C. Conclave was held at the Lincoln
Parish Park in Rustin, LA. on March 9-13. At
Conclave, students from 14 southern forestry
schools participated in both physical and technical events. Mississippi State came in 9th Place.
Tedrick Ratcliff and Davis Lovelace placed 3rd in
the chain throwing event. The Student Chapter
sponsored Project Learning Tree activities for
the Third Grade at the Overstreet School in
Starkville. Tree Factory lessons were presented
to numerous classes. The Student Chapter has
also assisted with numerous college functions
including the Super Bulldog Weekend Alumni
Breakfast and the Awards Banquet. Jacquelyn
Zimmerman, MSU SAF Chapter member, received
the “Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award”
from the Department of Forestry. In addition,
the Chapter had the opportunity to recognize Dr.
Andrew W. Ezell as the “Outstanding Forestry
Faculty Member,” Davis Lovelace for “Outstanding
Leadership,” and Katie Nelson for “Outstanding
Service.” Chapter members helped setup,
operate, and tear down the Biennial Mid-South
Forestry Equipment Show. MSU SAF Student
Chapter members maintained a food concession
where they grossed $6,007 and netted $2,824.
This money will be used to support various chapter activities. Additionally, the MSU SAF Student
Chapter sponsored a high school student to attend
the Natural Resource Summer Camp.
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NATIONAL SAF NEWS
Our Woods: Wild and Working
Letter to Mike Wiseman

“Our Woods: Wild and Working” is the theme of the 2006
SAF National Convention being hosted by the Allegheny
Society in Pittsburgh, PA on October 25-29 and we cordially
invite you and your members to attend.
Our eastern forests are wild and the 2006 Forester’s
Fund raffle and auction will be just as wild. A great idea that
began in 1962 to promote education and enhance public
understanding of the forestry profession is still working 44
years later! This year, $40,000 will be available to state
societies, divisions, and chapters to carry out the objectives
of the Foresters’ Fund. Most of the money in this endowment
has come from the raffle and silent auction at national
conventions.
We need your help to continue the success of this
important fund raising activity. We ask you and your
members to donate items for the silent auction and raffle.
What items do we need? Anything your state is known for
or books, clothing, local products (non forestry), paintings,
forestry tools (old or new), equipment, or in an word
ANYTHING. You donate an item and we will make money
with it.
Items can be sent or brought to the convention and will
be accepted during registration hours. Just give us the
name and address of the donor and bring it to the Pittsburgh
Convention Center or send it to Sue Thompson/Jason Shuey,
PA Biodiversity Partnership, 16 Terminal Way,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1209.
If you decide to carry your item(s) to
Pittsburgh, please notify Tim Kaden by email at timothy.Kaden@state.ed.us and
provide the following: name and address
of the individual, state society, division or
chapter donating the item(s), and description
(including approximate value) of the item(s)
donated.
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POLICY SCOREBOARD
The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities. Please express your
opinion on any or all of the positions of the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Les Shelby, Policy
Committee Chair at lsforcon@aol.com or call 601.829.1002.

During the past few years, a very able and
dedicated member, Bob Daniels, has written
this portion of the Magnolia Forester. Bob is
now serving the Society as our District’s Council
Member and as expected, is staying on top of
issues that constantly come to the forefront in
our organization. Bob has done an outstanding
job as your MS SAF Policy Committee Chairman
over the last several years.
The purpose of the MS SAF Policy
Committee is to be the voice of the MS SAF
on matters of forest policy in Mississippi. The
Policy Committee develops, maintains, and
updates position statements on forestry related
issues held by the MS SAF through consultation
with its membership and the MS SAF Executive
Committee. The Policy Committee serves to
assist the MS SAF Chair, Executive Committee
and membership by formalizing into policy statements, the consensus of the MS SAF on pertinent forest resource issues. The committee
also serves as a liaison between MS SAF and
National SAF on policy issues.
One of the most important and useful documents developed by the Policy Committee, is
the publication, A Professional View of Forestry
Issues in Mississippi. Since October 2000, MS
SAF has adopted and approved 13 position
statements on various issues that pertain to, and
have an impact upon, our profession and how
we manage our state’s forests, both public and
private. However, it is also important to note that
these positions are for the benefit of Mississippi’s
entire forestry community, including the general
public. The Policy Committee has made this
publication available to our legislators and others
who may be responsible for “steering” forestry
policy in one direction or the other. We feel it is

of vital importance for them to know what we, as
the state’s largest “voice” of forestry professionals, think about certain issues that can impact all
of us.
During the past year or so, the re-organization and re-structuring of the Mississippi Forestry
Commission (MFC), has been, and still is, of
significant importance to the forestry community.
Consideration was given to placing the agency
under the authority of the Mississippi Department
of Agriculture and Commerce. There was a consensus among policy committee members, that,
while this might improve some efficiencies within
the agency, Mississippi’s forest resource is so
great an asset to our state that a “stand alone”
agency is warranted, and thought MS SAF, with
it’s vast pool of professional foresters, could offer
positive input into the process of re-organization.
Attempts were made to be included during this
process, but we were unsuccessful. However,
because this is such an important issue, the
Policy Committee is proposing a position statement for “A Professional State Forestry Agency.”
The position will be considered for adoption
during the next MS SAF Executive Committee
Meeting and is included in this issue of the
Magnolia Forester.
If you are a SAF member and have an issue
that you believe needs to be addressed, I invite
you to contact me, or other members of the
Policy Committee. We will be glad to invite you
to one of our meetings to listen to your concerns
and discuss possible approaches to addressing
the issue.
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position statement
A PROFESSIONAL STATE FORESTRY AGENCY
The Mississippi Society of American Foresters (MS SAF) believes that the broad social, economic, and environmental importance of Mississippi’s forest lands justifies a stand-alone state agency. Wildfire protection, forest management and administration of forests on state public lands and technical forestry assistance to private
landowners are operations that support an industry of major importance in Mississippi. In the reorganization
of the Mississippi Forestry Commission we encourage restructuring the Mississippi Forestry Commission as a
first-line state agency. While MS SAF agrees that agency streamlining is possible and desirable, we believe an
independent state agency is warranted.
The MS SAF also believes that sustainable stewardship of Mississippi’s forests, both on private and public
forest lands is most likely to be accomplished when both senior leaders and field-level managers of the Mississippi Forestry Commission have had a professional education in the broad field of forestry. Sustainable management of Mississippi’s public forest resources for the benefit of both current and future generations requires
dedicated career professionals who have been prepared for their responsibilities through education and training in the broad field of forestry.
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annual meeting

John Arrachea received the
Distinguished Service Award.

Caryn Thornton received a 50
year membership award.

Rodney Foil received a 50
year membership award.

Tedrick Ratcliff received
the MSU SAF Outstanding
Student Award.

Lloyd Young received the
distinction as an SAF Fellow.

Bryant Myatt (l) received the
Past Chair Award from current
Chair Mike Wiseman.

Not pictured: Damon Blakely, Four Lakes Chapter, received the Young Forester Award.
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features
Researchers say Katrina gave insight into survivor
timber species
Forestry experts say studies of the damage by
Hurricane Katrina on Mississippi timber has given
some clues to what species are tough enough to
survive a giant storm.
Glenn Hughes, a forestry professor, said landowners have evaluated what they learned from
Katrina to apply it to future timber management.
“We’ve been able to look at the three commercial species slash, loblolly and longleaf pines and
see how much they each were damaged and the
type of damage they sustained,” Hughes said. “We
evaluated adjacent stands that were planted and
thinned at the same time.”
Hughes said thinned pines sustained some of
the greatest wind damage from Katrina.
Of the tracts observed, 16 percent of the loblolly
trees were undamaged, compared to 52 percent of
the slash and 64 percent of the longleaf pines, the
latter two tracts remaining manageable.
“We also could see a difference in the type of
damage. With loblolly and slash, the trees were
snapped and when trees are snapped, they lose a
lot of their value immediately,” Hughes said. “The
longleaf pines mostly were leaning or uprooted.
That gives landowners more opportunities to salvage these trees.”

Hughes said unthinned stands of loblolly pines
fared well in most cases.
“But the minute you open them up (thin them),
they became more susceptible to wind damage
than longleaf pines,” he said. “Older, more open
longleaf pines suffered significant damage.”
Hughes said landowners may cut down trees
sooner and thin less.
“It’s something of a Catch-22. Older trees are
worth more, but each year you carry a tree over,
you run the risk of damage from another major hurricane,” he said.
Hughes said although many people will be
attracted to longleaf pines because of their endurance in Katrina’s wind, they are not for everyone.
“Most of the longleaf seedlings produced now
are containerized. They need good site preparation and more management involvement from the
landowner.
“Katrina illustrated that no species is immune
from hurricane damage. Landowners can reduce
the risks by diversifying the ages of their trees.
People south of Hattiesburg should consider alternatives to loblolly pines,” he said.

The MS SAF recently sponsored the
Mississippi Forestry Association’s
Legislative Luncheon on March 1 in
Jackson. Sixty-nine members of the
legislator attended the event. Mike
Wiseman, MS SAF Chair, attended the
fifth annual event. The luncheon is an
opportunity for networking and building
relationships with the state legislative body.
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features
Four Lakes member
produces novel
Four Lakes Chapter member Gerald Inmon has
produced his first autobiographical novel, Yocona
Puff Adder. A coming-of-age story set in the turbulent era of civil rights and Vietnam, the novel chronicles the history of an unlikely relationship between
a white city boy named Scott and a black country
boy named C.B. The bond that develops between
these two transcends the bigotry and segregation
of the era. Gerald received his bachelor’s degree in
forestry in 1970 and a master’s in wildlife management in 1974, both from Mississippi State University. He has recently retired from a distinguished
career as a professional forester and wildlife biologist and lives in his hometown of Oxford, with his
wife of 36 years.
Yocona Puff Adder can be purchased in bookstores or by sending $27.95 (plus $4.95 shipping
and handling) to Taylor House Publishing, 1739
University Ave., PMB 340, Oxford, MS 38655 or by
phone (662) 234-2662.

In Memoriam
Don Luther Gerred, 93 of Oxford, died March
29.
A native of East Lansing, Mich., Don began
his professional career with the USDA Forest
Service as a CCC Cultural Foreman on the
Gila National Forest in New Mexico. Practicing
pioneering forestry in the Southwest, Gerred
helped establish the Gila and Kaibab National
Forests in Arizona.
A graduate of the School of Forestry at
Michigan State University, Don authored
The Gully Ranger’s Handbook in 1952 which
specified the duties of field Project Foresters.
He retired as Staff Specialist Branch Flood
Control and River Basin Programs in 1971.
Don was a member of the SAF for 72 years
and a member of the Four Lakes Chapter for
35 years. In 2004, he was recognized as a
honorary member of the Lafayette County
Forestry Association.
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features
Forest landowners award
MSU professor
A forestry timber tax
specialist at Mississippi
State University was
named Extension Forester
of the Year by the Forest
Landowner Association,
headquartered in Atlanta,
Ga.
Debbie Gaddis,
Debbie Gaddis
Associate Extension
Professor in the College of Forest Resources,
received the honor at the recent annual meeting of
the organization in San Antonio, Texas.
A native of Mississippi, Gaddis received
her bachelor’s degree in forestry from MSU, a
master’s of business administration from Millsaps
College and doctoral degree from North Carolina
State University. Before joining the MSU faculty in
1999, Gaddis worked as an industrial forester for
International Paper.
Gaddis has successfully developed a Timber
Tax Fundamentals Short Course that has been
presented to more than 1,000 people. Participants
have estimated a tax savings of $12 million
through deductions.
Additionally, Gaddis was instrumental in assisting with casualty loss information to southern
landowners after Hurricane Katrina, speaking at 15
county meetings in six weeks.
“Dr. Gaddis understands the needs of forest
landowners and professionals in managing timber
resources in the state,” said Jim Shepard, head
of the forestry department. “After Katrina, she set
up a professional training workshop for foresters
to manage partially destroyed pine and hardwood
stands.”
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MSU student forestry group
maintains high ranking
Mississippi State’s Society of American
Foresters Student Chapter continues among the
top organizations of its kind in the nation.
The 39-member university organization
recently placed first in the 2005-06 SAF Student
Chapter Web site competition and tied for first
overall as the Outstanding Student Chapter.
The group has finished atop the overall chapter
rankings for the past seven years, capturing first
place in 2003-04, 2000-01 and 1996-97; second,
in 2004-05, 2001-02 and 1998-99; and third, in
2002-03.
This is the fourth year the Student Chapter
has won first place in the Web site competition.
Designed and maintained by student members,
www.cfr.msstate.edu/studentorgs/saf/index.htm
was judged on design and content, among other
criteria.
All senior forestry majors, the 2005-06
officers included President J. Tedrick Ratcliff of
Brookhaven; Vice President Jared B. Cates of
Sarah; Secretary Katie L. Nelson of Fayette,
Ala.; and Treasurer Roger Tankesly of Madison.
Associate Professor of forestry Donald L. Grebner
is chapter adviser.
Founded in 1900, SAF is the world’s largest
professional organization for foresters. Its over
15,000 active members are engaged in a variety
of programs to improve the health, productivity,
and use of the nation’s forest lands.
The 2006 awards presentation is scheduled
Oct. 26 as part of the organization’s national
convention in Pittsburgh, Pa. Grebner also
will be recognized during the ceremony for his
contribution to the student organization.

In Memoriam
Hamlin “Ham” Lapham Williston, 86, of Oxford,
died March 5.
Ham was a native of Hartford, Conn. and a
graduate of Harvard College and Yale Forestry
School. During World War II he served as an
area controller in the Pacific Theater, and took
part in the invasion of Iwo Jima.
Ham was recalled during the Korean War and
retired from the Air Force as a Lt. Colonel.
He started his Forest Service career in 1946
as a Research Forester at Crossett, Ark. He
transferred to Oxford in 1955 and served as
a research forester, research center leader,
project leader and Assistant Project Manager of
the Yazoo-Little Tallahatchie Flood Prevention
Project.
Ham was an active member in SAF with a tenure of 60 years. He received the SAF Distinguished Service Award and was elected a SAF
Fellow. He was a member of the Four Lakes
Chapter.

Andy Ezell has stepped down as the CFE
contact for Mississippi. Andy Londo has
graciously accepted this responsibility.
Thanks Andy for serving as the CFE
contact.
Dr. Andrew J. Londo
Phone: (662) 325-8003
E-mail: andyl@ext.msstate.edu

August 2006
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