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UPDATE
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The depressed housing market
and recession-plagued pulp and
paper industry continue to reduce
demand for timber and pulpwood;
however, there are some positive
developments that may signal the
beginning of a recovery in late
2009 or early 2010.
The decline in sawtimber and
chip-n-saw demand and prices
is a direct result of the decline
in housing construction. Thus,
housing construction volume is the
number to watch. Construction
of residential housing remains
at historically low levels. April
housing starts, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau, dropped to
a seasonally annual adjusted rate
of 458,000 units, which is 54.2%
below last year’s rate. To put this
in perspective, housing starts were
just over 2 million units during
early 2006. This decline in housing
construction has had a profound
impact on timber demand.
Reflecting this decreased demand,
the 2008 Mississippi average

standing price for pine sawtimber
decreased by over 40% from 2006
price levels.
The pulpwood market has
declined since the end of 2008,
and demand for pulpwood
continues to decline. U.S. paper
and paper board output fell 17%
over the first four months of 2009
as compared with the same period
during 2008. This sharp downturn
in the paper industry brought
about by the economic recession
has resulted in lower pulpwood
demand since the end of 2008.
Pulpwood prices continue to
decline and, as of May, delivered
prices were down 20% from the
price peaks observed during the
fourth quarter of 2008.
Declines in both lumber
and paper products have made
price cuts and delivery quotas
commonplace. Compounding the
difficulty faced by timber suppliers
is the increasing trend of timber
bids being rejected as “too low” as
the timber prices continue to

continued on page 8
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Forest Health is an interesting
term. It is defined by the Dictionary
of Forestry as “The perceived
condition of a forest derived from
concerns about such factors as
its age, structure, composition,
function, vigor, presence of unusually
high levels of insects or disease,
and resilience to disturbance.” I
remember the old SAF bumper
stickers that said a “Managed Forest
is a Healthy Forest.” From my
first day of silviculture instruction,
I believed that proper forest
management assured forest health.
And I think for many years this
was the case. Sustainable timber
production, wildlife habitat, multipleuse, and all other forest benefits
were by-products of sound forest
management. As this year’s annual
MS SAF annual meeting pointed out,
this is no longer the case.
Forest health has evolved into
much more than just management.
It has become much more
complicated over the years, and
needs to be looked at more on a
landscape level, rather than the
traditional stand level. Changes
in the forest products industry
and in private landownerships
have fragmented our forests more
than ever. This
fragmentation has
resulted in more
landowners, each
with their own land
management, goals,
ideas, and activities.
Added to that are
invasive plant and

insect species to create a perfect
storm for forest health challenges.
Last, is the public perception
about what a healthy forest means.
Pressures from the public have
greatly changed the management on
over a million acres of federal forest
land in Mississippi over the last two
decades. How long will it be until
these public pressures change the
management on private forest lands?
I feel MS SAF needs to promote
forest health, first and foremost,
through the use of sound forest
management on all forest lands in
Mississippi. We also need to do a
better job of informing the public
about what forest management
means. We have a tendency to sit
back and be reactive, rather than
proactive. The only way the general
public perception of forestry and
forest management will change is
if we work to promote our own
message about forestry and healthy
forests. In short, it’s time for us as an
organization to take what we learned
at this year’s annual meeting, and
carry it forward. It’s time for us to
tell the world about the jobs we do
to manage one of the most important
resources we have in Mississippi.

from the Vice-Chair...
I would like take this opportunity to let the Longleaf
Chapter know how wonderful the MS SAF annual meeting went. I know from previous experience that there
were a number of problems that can arise when you
undertake an event such as this, but they made it look
easy and seamless. Thanks again to Randy Watkins and
his team for a job well done.
I am looking forward to the upcoming year and the
adventures that it holds both for the MS SAF and the
Mississippi forest industry. I am especially excited about
next year’s joint annual meeting with Louisiana and
Texas. We will have an opportunity to do something
that we very seldom do—reach out to our counterparts
in other states and expand our horizons. Many times
we get comfortable in our own world and are reluctant
to step outside our comfort zones. This meeting will al-

low us to step outside of that zone, and we might learn
something new, or we might help expand the knowledge of another person. In any case, it promises to be
interesting at the least. Also, the forest industry has seen
its share of setbacks recently. Only a few short years ago,
we endured the winds of Hurricane Katrina, and now
we must endure the winds of another storm, our declining economy. This economic downturn has touched
every facet of the forest industry, not only in our state,
but throughout our nation as a whole. Therefore, many
people have had trials and tribulations recently. However, as we look to the past and remember the trials of
years gone by, we then look to the future with anticipation of what is to come, and we remember the words of
the wise man that said “this too shall pass.”
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Executive Committee Meeting
April 2009
1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order
by Chair Andy Londo.
2. Anti-Trust Statement - The anti-trust statement
was given by Chair Andy Londo.
3. Financial Statement - A financial audit by Steve
Grado was performed during the MS SAF annual
meeting.
4. Policy Committee Statement - A motion was
made by Randy Watkins and seconded by Steve
Dicke to accept the 2009 Policies as set by
the policy committee pending review by Steve
Grado.

5. Committee Reports Annual meeting Program - Annual meeting will
proceed as scheduled.
2010 Proposed Annual Meeting - A motion
was made by Steve Dicke and seconded by jeff
Keeton to attend the Tri-State Meeting next year
(April 14-16, 2010)
6. New Business - The next meeting of the MS SAF
Executive Committee will be held on August 12,
2009 at the Farm Bureau Building in Jackson.

Mississippi Society of American Foresters Chapter Chairs
Four Lakes

Broadleaf

Magnolia

Loblolly

Capitol

Homochitto

Northeast

Longleaf

Mr. Robby Rikard
662.417.6422

Mr. James Gibson
601.582.7859

Mr. Trey DeLoach
601.857.2284

Dr. John Kushla
662.566.2201
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Mr. Sam S. Jackson
601.634.3317

Mr. Marty Wallace
662.243-2251

Mr. Jeff Rogers
601.587.1112

Mr. Robert Smistik
601.528.6178

Executive Committee Meeting
MISSISSIPPI SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(BancorpSouth Account)
March 31, 2009 – June 30, 2009

Balance in checking account, March 31, 2009

				

$ 10,735.56

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Chapter/Division Dues						
$ 957.00
Interest								
$
2.77
Advertising							
$
0.00
MS SAF Annual Meeting Proceeds				
$
0.00
Adjustments 							
$
0.00
Other Misc. Income 			
				
$
0.00
			
Total Support and Revenue									

$

EXPENSES
Chapter/Division Disbursed					
$ 512.00
Business Manager Stipend					
$ 525.00
Editor Stipend							
$ 450.00
Printing (Annual Meeting brochure)		
		
$ 235.00
Mailing/Postage (mail Annual Meeting brochure)		
$ 100.51
Travel (reimburse Karen Brasher to attend Annual Meeting)
$ 318.82
Supplies							
$
0.00
Meeting Costs (award plaques, sign board, etc. for Annual Meeting) $
319.93
Misc. Expenses								
$
0.00
Total Expenses											

$ 2,461.26

Increase/(Decrease) in cash								

($ 1,501.49)

Balance in checking account, June 30, 2009			

$ 9,234.07

				

959.77

CD Information
$5,110.01 - 12-month CD matures 2/24/2010 currently 2.20%
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chapter NEWS
Four Lakes
No report
Magnolia
No report
Capitol
No report
Northeast
The Northeast Chapter held a meeting on March
3rd at the Northeast Mississippi Community College
in Booneville. Eleven people attended including two
new members, Joe Mallard and James Ahannon.
Service pins were presented to Terry Beasley
recognizing 30 years membership in SAF, and Alan
VanValkenburg for 20 years membership. James
Henderson spoke at the meeting and discussed
timber harvest price trends. Although the economy
is poor now, it will most certainly not stay that way.
New developments in bioenergy and carbon credits
may offer new markets to forest landowners.
Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter met at Cicero’s Restaurant
in Leland, MS on July 23rd. Their special guest was
Chair Andy Londo who spoke on the Emerald Ash
Borer. The May meeting was held at the Sun Koon
Restaurant in Vicksburg. Six members and one
guest were present. Gary Young, forester with the
Vicksburg District Corps of Engineers presented a
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program on 6,000 years of the Mississippi River and
how it has affected the state, region, nation, and the
agriculture and forestry industry.
Loblolly
No report
Homochitto
No report
Longleaf
The Longleaf Chapter met July 16th at the Piney
Woods Pellet plant in Wiggins. This new company
makes two grades of wood pellets. One is for
heating homes and is sold throughout the U.S. and
Europe. The other grade is a lower quality pellet
for animal applications like bedding. The current
output is around 100,000 tons of pellets per year and
the company is operating at capacity wherever they
locate a mill. About 16 people were in attendance.
The next meeting will likely be an outdoor shrimp
boil.
JCJC Student Chapter
The Jones County Junior College Student Chapter
helped the Jones County Forestry Association with a
fund raiser for their scholarship fund. The Chapter
also sponsored the first annual fishing tournament in
April to help fund the JCJC Scholarship Fund. The
Chapter also had a cookout and skeet shoot at the

chapter NEWS

end of April and floated the Oakatoma Creek the day
before graduation.
MSU SAF Student Chapter
The MSU SAF Student Chapter is planning on
attending this year’s SAF National Convention in
Orlando, Florida. In addition, planning is underway
for its fall field day and Adopt-a-Highway activities.
In the spring, the MSU SAF Student Chapter held
numerous meetings. At the February 3rd meeting,
the Forestry Challenge essay contest was announced.
This contest is jointly sponsored by the Mississippi
SAF Chapter and the Mississippi Chapter of the
Association of Consulting Foresters (ACF) to send
forestry students to the ACF’s Annual Meeting in
Charleston, SC from June 28 to July 1, 2009. The
award winner would receive benefits of $1,200. The
essay submission deadline was May 10, 2009. The
winning article will be published in the MS SAF’s
publication of the Magnolia Forester and/or ACF’s
national publication of “The Consultant” magazine.
In addition, new officers for the 2009-10 academic
year were elected. On March 3rd, a special planning
meeting was held for members attending the ASFC
Conclave in Huntsville, Ala.

The Student Chapter has been involved with
numerous outreach activities. The group picked up
trash along Highway 25 south of Starkville as part of
their commitment to the Adopt-A-Highway program.
A member also assisted with Children’s Day at the
School of Veterinary Medicine. This was a joint
venture between the School of Veterinary Medicine
and the College of Forest Resources. In March,
the Student Chapter supported a SAF “Walk in the
Woods” workshop at the Noxubee Wildlife Refuge.
The workshop attendees were teaching students from
Mississippi State University. The MSU SAF Student
Chapter purchased and served 50 box lunches for
the workshop attendees and provided guides for
the attendees on various workshop activities on the
refuge. Chapter members also sponsored Project
Learning Tree activities for the Third Grade at the
Overstreet School in Starkville. Tree Factory lessons
were presented to numerous classes. In addition,
students participated in a writing competition on
“What the forest means to me.” Finally, the Student
Chapter sponsored a high school student to attend
the Natural Resource Summer Camp sponsored by
Mississippi State University.
The Student Chapter held their spring field day
at Dorman Lake on the John W.
Starr Memorial Forest to prepare
for the 2009 Annual Southern
Forestry School Conclave. The
MSU SAF Student Chapter
attended the 52nd ASFC
Conclave at the Winfred
Thomas Agricultural Research
Station in Meridianville,
AL. At Conclave, students
from 14 southern forestry
schools participated in both
physical and technical events.
Mississippi State came in 11th
Place, however, students placed
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chapter NEWS
in two events, Matt Rigdon placed 3rd in the Timber
Estimation event and Nick Smith placed 2nd in pole
felling.
The MSU SAF Student Chapter in conjunction
with the MSU Wildlife Law Enforcement Club hosted
the Inaugural Wild Game Cook-off at Thompson Hall
on the MSU campus. The contest was open to all
faculty, staff, and students and contestants could enter
with any prepared wild game dish. Seven teams of
contestants entered the contest, and approximately
60 people showed up to enjoy the live music and
good food. Dishes were judged by three faculty
members from the College of Forest Resources and
prizes were awarded for the top three wild game
dishes.
The MSU SAF Student Chapter has also assisted
the College of Forest Resources with events. The
Chapter assisted with the CFR Awards Banquet, the
University’s Discovery Day, Super Bulldog Weekend,
and the 2009 Spring Graduation Reception.
The MSU SAF Student Chapter attended the
Mississippi SAF Annual Meeting at Hollywood Casino
in Bay St. Louis, MS.
In Memory
Robert Charles Connor Sr. died December 18,
2008 at St. Dominic’s Hospital. Mr. Connor was a
registered forester in Mississippi and Georgia and
owner of Shelterwood Timber Service, a consulting
firm. He was a native of Omaha, Nebraska and
received a bachelor’s degree in forestry at Iowa
State University. He was a lifetime member of
the Society of American Foresters and a member
of the Mississippi and Copiah County Forestry
Associations. Mr. Conner was a veteran of the U.S.
Army. Memorials may be made to St. John Catholic
Church in Crystal Springs or St. Martin’s Catholic
Church in Hazlehurst.
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Timber Market Update continued from page 1
decline. Not only are there fewer buyers but fewer
sellers as well.
Key to improvement in the softwood chip-n-saw
and sawtimber markets is recovery in the housing
construction sector. There are some indications that
a recovery is on the way. First, the number of homes
for sale on the market is declining. A healthy realestate market should have about a 6 month supply of
homes on the market. During the month of January,
there was a 12.4 month supply. By the month of
April, this had decreased to about a 10-month supply.
If this trend continues, new home construction will
increase, resulting in increased demand for chipn-saw and sawtimber. This would also contribute
to increased demand for hardwood sawtimber as
demand increases for hardwood flooring and cabinets.
Improvement is expected because of historically low
30-year fixed mortgage rates and the $8,000 federal
tax credit for first time home buyers. This should help
reduce the number of homes on the market and spur
increased construction. As a result, industry analysts
project a modest recovery near the last quarter of
2009. Improvements in chip-n-saw and sawtimber
demand should follow.
On a positive note, the volume of paper mill
closures and production curtailment announcements
have slowed greatly from the record levels seen earlier
this year, suggesting that the pulpwood demand may
be stabilizing. However, a real recovery in pulpwood
prices ultimately depends on an overall economic
recovery, which will result in increased production
of paper and paper board products. The outlook for
the national economy is slow but positive economic
growth which is expected to resume during the
second half of 2009.

SAF news
“Dressed for the Nines” in Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 21-22 SAF Council Meeting Report to District XI
By Jan Davis, District XI Council Representative

SAF held its first meeting with new President
Bernie Hubbard residing in Minneapolis, MN on
February 21-22. Council chose this snowy 9˚F
location to reduce meeting costs and accommodate
Council member’s private M-F work schedules with
a “fly-in, fly-out” type productive meeting over the
weekend. While SAF Council and National Staff will
continue its ongoing work to help its members and
local units promote the practice of forestry and the
forestry profession, SAF members can look forward to
the following nine new exciting products and services
in 2009:
1. Trees are the Answer campaign—part of the
Communication Committee’s efforts in urban
populations to spread forestry messages to
adults and spark interest in forestry to youth.
2. Significant upgrades in communications
National Office technology—will help with
member outreach, bulk e-mail, integrated
accounting and membership reports, CFE
and membership dues record keeping and
tracking, and convention registration. The
system will also provide additional services to
state societies and chapters that will include
resources for Local Units such as template
Web sites, secure voting, and meeting
registration assistance.
3. National Convention in Orlando, FL—makes
this year’s convention (Sept 30th-Oct 1st) an
affordable family destination vacation in these
tougher economic times. The lower room
rates are extended pre- and post-convention
and any hotel room or camping reservation
within the Disney complex counts towards the
SAF block.
http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm

4. Dictionary of Forestry and Encyclopedia--now
On Line at www.encyclopediaofforestry.org.
5. Newly redesigned SAF Web site—promises to
be a major enhancement for the SAF member
and public Internet experience. It will also
include a student-specific Web site with an
online resume database.
6. New Strategic Plan for SAF—focuses on five
key goals for the organization and will help
guide SAF Council and National Staff into
2010 and beyond.
7. Reinvigorated Leadership Development
Plan—although a financially prudent decision
led to the cancellation of the 2009 Leadership
Academy because there were only four
registered at the time of the Council meeting,
SAF Council and staff decided to launch a dual
track leadership development plan. One track
will focus on HSD attendees at the National
Convention and one track will develop pod
casts and webinar programs that can be
used at local unit and regional meetings,
individually, or at SAF member employer
location sites.
8. Association Ambassador Program—a new
membership program where current members
make personal contact with new and
reinstated members and keep them engaged
at meetings through the new member’s first
year of membership.
9. Membership Kits for Faculty Reps and
Units—a marketing campaign that began
as a student recruitment effort but has now
been made available to all local units for
membership recruitment.
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POLICY SCOREBOARD
The following letter was one of several received after an Earth Day presentation to a group of fifth graders at one of
our local elementary schools:
Dear Mr. Shelby,
Thank you for teaching us how to plant a tree and also telling us a little bit about forestry! You have been an
insperation [sic] to me. I really think I might become a forester! It seems very intriguing, plus I really love nature. And
the tree was very magnificent. What you do seems very important to us and the earth!
Your Admirer,
Shelby Torrence
I know what many readers are thinking. What
in the world does the foregoing letter have to do
with forest policy? The Dictionary of Forestry defines
management policy as “a definite course or method
of action to guide present and future decisions or to
specify in detail the ways and means to achieve goals
and objectives.” A closer look at her letter is needed
to really appreciate how it relates to policy and its
importance in our profession.
First and foremost, teaching others about good
forestry comes pretty natural to all of us in the
profession, whether we are comfortable talking to
groups or not. Occasionally, we all have a chance to
tell others “a little bit about forestry”—from how to
plant a tree, what foresters do, to the many benefits
and products derived from forests. Most of the time,
it’s done on a natural whim, when the course of
conversation about some subject of nature arises and
we have the opportunity to offer our “expert opinion”
on the matter. However, we can better magnify our
influence and knowledge to the general public when
our opinions are expressed to receptive focus groups,
such as school children. We all have the opportunity to
impel or motivate.
As with anyone, there have been many people
who have been an inspiration to me, in the forestry
profession and otherwise. The thing is, I hesitate to
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tell them they have inspired me. Looking back, I wish
I had told the leader of a two week “outdoor lab” I
attended during high school how much I appreciated
him introducing me to forestry, as it was his “talk” that
had an influence on what I did for a living. I wish I
had told a number of elderly people, some who have
passed on, how much they influenced my life in positive
ways—they would have wanted to know. When a fifth
grader suggests you have inspired them to become a
forester (I know, she’s only a fifth grader), it might be
that little spark needed for her to become what she truly
wants. Time will tell.
Forestry is intriguing and trees are magnificent. It
has been my experience that most “nature lovers” (who
know little or nothing about the science of forestry)
like big trees, but do not necessarily express the same
sentiment for the little ones. Why? Is it because it’s
easier to stroll through big ones? Are they prettier?
Are they better for wildlife? A big tree must first be a
little one – cannot have one without the other. Other
misconceptions (i.e., cutting trees is bad) still abound in
society, but can be corrected only by our involvement in
communicating information and positions that support
the science, then get busy disseminating that
information. The letter above was written by a nature
lover who may now understand and appreciate the
natural world just a little better.

POLICY SCOREBOARD
…we can better magnify our influence and knowledge to the general
public when our opinions are expressed to…school children.
Perhaps the most motivating and heart-warming
words of the letter were penned in the last line. I simply
ask you to read it, then read it again. It is encouraging
to all of us in the forestry profession. The letter’s
complimentary close is also worthwhile to note. When
is the last time you were admired because you are a
forester? The tide may be turning.
What will be our course or method of action to
guide decisions in the policy making process and how
will we specify ways in which to achieve the goals and
objectives? First, we must be involved in the process
itself. The MS SAF Policy Committee has been involved
in, and is in the process of publishing the second edition
of “A Professional View of Forestry Issues in Mississippi.”
A total of 15 position statements on various issues are
included—many of which have been revised (with help
from other contributing members) and updated since
the 2005 edition. This publication should be available
upon request soon.
Secondly we must convey our views on
various issues to the public in swaying opinion and
communicate with those that make important decisions
that could impact our profession – either positively
or negatively. These views started from individual
perspectives, then morphed into those of a collective
group after considerable debate and discussions. All
legislators and many county officials should have a copy
of our positions. Most importantly, all MS SAF members
should be familiar with these positions, since they
convey what we believe as a profession.
The MS SAF Policy Committee is now open to new
leadership, new members, and new ideas. There are,
and will continue to be, new issues that we should, and
must address. I appreciate the opportunity to serve as
its Chairman during the past few years.
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annual meeting

Ryan M. Winters received the
Student Chapter Leadership
Award from Chair Andy
Londo. Ryan is a senior
forestry student and 2008-09
president of the MSU Student
Chapter of the Society of
American Foresters. The
son of Richard and Elsie
Winters, Ryan is a native of
Chestertown, Maryland.
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Matthew Raff received the
Young Forester Award from
Chair Andy Londo. Matthew
is an Assistant Vice President
for the Land Bank of North
Mississippi, Senatobia
office. He is a 2002 forestry
graduate from Mississippi State
University. The Young Forester
Award recognizes professionals
who have made significant
achievements in their careers.

Les Shelby received the
Service Award. Les is a
consulting forester at May and
Associates in Brandon. He is
a 1976 forestry graduate from
Mississippi State University.
The Service Award recognizes
professional achievements in
forestry and superior service
to the Society of American
Foresters. Les serves as Policy
Committee Chair for MS SAF.

annual meeting
Special thanks to our sponsors and exhibitors

Tom Price (and wife Jeanette)
received the Golden Membership
Award from Chair Andy Londo and
District Council Representative Jan
Davis. Tom received a bachelor’s
degree in forestry from Mississippi
State University and two master
degrees from North Carolina State
College and University of Washington.
He retired from the U.S.D.A. Forest
Service after 34 years of service. He
has been a member of SAF since
1959.

Platinum
Resource Management Service
Inc.

Bronze
Maurice Mitchell
Tom Price

Gold
BASF
First South Farm Credit
Mississippi Association of
Consulting Foresters
Mar-Cal, Inc.
Plum Creek Timber Company

Exhibitors
Dow Agro Sciences
First South Farm Credit
Forestry Suppliers, Inc.
Haglof, Inc.
Land Bank of North Mississippi
Landmark Systems
Meeks Farms and Nursey
Mississippi Forestry
Commission Firewise
Provine Helicopter Service
Timber Clothing
Weyerhaeuser Regeneration

Silver
Dow Agro Sciences
Forest Investments
Management
Land Bank of North Mississippi
Molpus Timberlands
Management
Richton Tie and Timber, LLC
Oscar Tissue
Vaiden Timber Company, LLC
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features
State forestry agencies join forces to combat cogongrass
The Mississippi Forestry Commission in
cooperation with several other member states
(Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina
and South Carolina) of the Southern Group of State
Foresters have entered into a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) to organize and coordinate
efforts to fight the spread of cogongrass, Imperata
cylindrica.
Through this MOU, state forestry agencies will
work with landowners and organizations in cogongrass
management activities. This includes: developing
and implementing control and suppression tactics;
educating the public to recognize this invasive
weed; helping to minimize its future spread, and
reporting suspect cogongrass finds for verification and
appropriate control measures.
“The spread of cogongrass does not stop at the
state line, county line, or a landowner’s property line,”
said Charlie Morgan, State Forester of the Mississippi
Forestry Commission. “Responsible action must be
taken by all property owners and land managers to
effectively stop the spread of cogongrass on private
lands, state-owned lands, and federal lands.” In
Mississippi, cogongrass has been found in 62 counties,
with significant infestations in 28 counties.
The Forestry Commission is also a member
of the newly formed Mississippi Cooperative
Weed Management Area (CWMA). The CWMA
is a coalition of 38 organizations, agencies,
and other groups who have agreed to establish
a proactive, comprehensive and cohesive
approach for public education, research, and
control efforts of recognized invasive weeds
impacting the farms and forests of Mississippi.
The lead agency of the CWMA is the
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Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce/
Bureau of Plant Industry.
Native to southeast Asia, cogongrass has infested
more than 1.25 billion acres worldwide and is
believed to have entered the United States in the
early 1900s as a packing material. Today, infested
areas of cogongrass are found on over one million
acres throughout the southeastern U.S. It is a highly
aggressive perennial that grows from two feet to
more than four feet in height, in full sunlight to
partial shade, and quickly forms large dense stands,
choking out native plants and destroying wildlife
habitat. It spreads both by wind-blown seeds – with
a single plant producing up to 3,000 seeds – and by
underground branching stems called rhizomes. Each
rhizome, or fragment of rhizome, can start a new
plant. Seeds or pieces of rhizomes transported to new
areas in contaminated soil, hay, sod, or on equipment
can easily sprout and start new infestations.
In addition, cogongrass is a significant fire hazard.
The roots and rhizomes of cogongrass are fire-tolerant,
but leaves and flowers of the plant are extremely
flammable creating a fire hazard for firefighters and
citizens living in rural areas.
submitted by the Mississippi Forestry Commission

features
Mississippi biofuel facility will use wood and municipal waste
Enerkem Inc., a leading advanced biofuels and
green chemicals technology company, announced
its plans to build and operate a second-generation
biofuels production facility located in Pontotoc, MS.
In addition, the company announced the signature
of a memorandum of intent with the Three Rivers
Solid Waste Management Authority of Mississippi
(TRSWMA) for the supply of approximately 189,000
tons of unsorted municipal solid waste (MSW) per
year for use as feedstock at the Pontotoc facility.
Plans call for the plant to be built, owned and
operated by Enerkem Mississippi Biofuels, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Enerkem. It is expected to produce 20 million gallons per year of next-generation
ethanol using a mix of feedstock comprised of wood
residues from regional forest and agricultural operations, as well as urban biomass such as municipal
solid waste, construction and demolition debris, and
treated wood. In addition to the biofuels production
facility, the investment includes an upstream municipal solid waste recycling and pre-treatment center.
The total project represents a US$250 million investment. The Enerkem process will recycle and convert
approximately 60% of the MSW that crosses the gate
at the Three Rivers landfill. The majority of the MSW
will be converted into biofuels and the remainder
will be distributed to recycling processors. The overall
project is expected to create 150 long-term direct and
indirect jobs, and to generate an additional 300 jobs
during the construction and start-up phases.
“We are pleased to collaborate with the northern
Mississippi community on building an unprecedented
advanced biofuels project. The project, our first in the
United States, will leverage the expertise we’ve gained
both at our large-scale pilot facility and at our first
commercial plant,” said Vincent Chornet, President

and Chief Executive Officer of Enerkem. “This project is unique in that it uses a mix of municipal solid
waste - which has negative cost - and wood residues
as feedstock, allowing Enerkem to achieve substantial
commercial scale and favorable economics.”
Enerkem is working closely with the Three Rivers
Planning and Development District, which is responsible for the administration of the Three Rivers Solid
Waste Management Authority landfill site in Pontotoc, Mississippi, where the facility would be located.
Enerkem and TRSWMA have signed a memorandum
of intent and are in the process of negotiating final financial and binding agreements. The company is also
developing strong ties with local organizations and
associations including the Mississippi State University,
which will be collaborating on future R&D efforts
with Enerkem, the Mississippi Loggers Association, the
Mississippi Development Authority and the Mississippi
Technology Alliance.
“We are very excited by this project as it will
create green jobs, contribute to the rural economy in
northern Mississippi and give us the opportunity to
become an important player in the next-generation
biofuels industry, while enabling the local governments
of the Three Rivers region to provide major recycling
at no additional cost to its citizens”, said Randy Kelley,
Executive Director of the Three Rivers Planning and
Development District. “This biofuels facility will also
provide environmental benefits by transforming our
municipal solid waste into a locally produced green
fuel.”
Enerkem, Inc. web site (www.enerkem.com)
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2010 Meeting Planned for Louisiana
The year 2010 represents the 30th anniversary
of the break up of the former Gulf States Section of
the SAF, which included Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. To celebrate the Gulf States Section, the three
state chapters have decided to host a tri-state annual
meeting in 2010. The theme of the meeting will be 30
years of change in Gulf States Section. It will be held
in Marksville, Louisiana at the Paragon Resort Casino
on April 13-15. Speakers for the meeting will include
personnel from the USFS, universities, and industry from
around the region. As Jeff Keeton said, we will have an
opportunity to do something with this meeting that we
very seldom do—reach out to our counterparts in other
states and expand our horizons.
To make this meeting a success, we need your help!
Registration for this meeting will only cover costs. In
order to make the meeting financially viable for the

The Magnolia Forester
MS Society of American Foresters
15 Summer Place Circle
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Mississippi SAF, we need sponsors and exhibitors. I am
asking each chapter to solicit three or four exhibitors or
sponsors for this meeting.
Exhibitor costs are $300.
Sponsorship levels are:
• Platinum: $300 +
• Gold: $200-299
• Silver: $100-199
• Bronze: < $99
Chris Green, chair of the Four Lakes Chapter, has
graciously agreed to head this effort for the MS SAF.
Thank you in advance for your help and support. I
look forward to seeing all ya’ll in Marksville!
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