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The red-cockaded woodpecker 
(RCW) is an endangered species 
that lives in mature pine forests 
from Florida to Virginia and west to 
southeast Oklahoma and eastern 
Texas. From the late 1800s to the 
mid 1900s, the RCW rapidly 
declined as the mature 
pine forest habitat was 
altered for a variety 
of uses. Currently, 
according to the 
Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), when 
prescribed burning 
projects are planned 
for areas with RCW, 
consultation must take 
place with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. This 
occurs approximately 100 times 
a year and the consultation takes 
1-2 weeks.

The ESA counterpart 
regulations under the Healthy 
Forests Initiative issued to 
streamline the consultation 

The Magnolia Forester is published 
quarterly by the Mississippi Society 
of American Foresters

requirements with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will 
shorten the time frame for project 
implementation.

The elimination of the 
concurrence process will speed 

up the implementation of 
about 100 prescribed burn 

projects by 1-2 weeks, a 
cumulative savings of 
more than two years!

RCW habitat 
and healthy forest 
conditions can 
be achieved and 
maintained more 

quickly using the new 
counterpart regulations 

under the Healthy Forests 
Initiative.

For more information on the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act 
and the Healthy Forests Initiative, 
visit www.fs.fed.us/projects.hfi/ or 
www.doi.gov/hfi/newhfi/.

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service

www.cfr.msstate.edu/mssaf
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Comments from the Chair
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      First, I would like to extend a 
hearty congratulations to Dr. Bob 
Daniels on his election to the SAF 
Council.  This is a very important 
position and we all know that he 
will make us proud and do a fine 
job.  I believe this will be three 
in a row on the council from the 
Mississippi Society.  Also in order 
is congratulations to Tom Vigour 
for being selected as this years 
“Outstanding Field Forester”.  Tom 
certainly deserves this award for 
all his forestry related work.  And 
we must also congratulate Tommy 
Miller and Tim Traugott for being 
elected “fellows” of our national 
organization.

I spent the summer on top of 
a mountain in eastern Oregon as 
I did last year.  I was at a different 
location this year, overlooking the 
Eagle Creek Scenic River, Hell’s 
Canyon National Recreation Area, 
and the Eagle Cap Wilderness 
Area.  Even with the area set aside 
for recreational purposes there 
is still a lot of area left under the 
Forest Service forest management 
system.  From my vantage point, 
I could see many areas that had 
received “shelterwood” cuts thus 
rendering them safe from crown 
fires.  Also, on my days off I was 
able to travel around the forest 
and found many areas where the 
underbrush had been cut and 
piled awaiting a winter 
burn thus reducing the 
fuel load.  I like to believe 
that these practices 
were promoted by our 
previous administration’s 
understanding of the 
dynamic relationships 
existing in our forest 

ecological systems and that 
this encouragement for sound 
management practices will continue 
for at least four more years.

A major concern for our Society 
is the shrinking membership.  Our 
society is the only organization 
available to stimulate the 
professionalism of graduate 
foresters.  I cannot see why anyone 
who spends the time and money 
to educate themselves as foresters 
would not want to belong to a group 
of professionals with like interests 
as themselves.  I hear a number of 
reasons why foresters don’t belong.  
One heard most often is money.  
When I first joined the SAF as a 
student, I was married and had 
3 small children but was always 
able to scrape up enough to pay 
my dues.    Another often heard 
excuse is “What can I get out of 
it?”  That question is somewhat like 
any other investment.  A person will 
get out of membership in relation 
to what money and time they are 
willing to invest into it.  We need 
to somehow persuade agency 
heads and company officials that 
hire foresters, to encourage their 
employees to join and participate 
in their professional society.  I don’t 
know the answers to our decline 
in membership but hopefully with 
everyone’s help we will be able to 
reverse the downward trend.
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Attending the House of Society Delegates 
(HSD) in Edmonton, Alberta, was a new 
experience. Edmonton is considerably larger 
than Hattiesburg, 900,000+, the traffic was 
less, everyone rode on the numerous 
busses that were always in sight. Having 
driven 2600+ miles to get there it was 
a welcome relief to relax even on the 
twentieth floor.  The HSD met for two full 
days, and as in all meetings, there are 
always a few who like to hear themselves 
talk. I remained quiet and only cast my 
vote at the appropriate time. 

Bob Daniels made an excellent 
presentation on “Energizing SAF’s Policy 
Efforts at the Grassroots Workshop”-
sponsored by the Committee on Forest 
Policy. He stated that Mississippi 
was not a third world country. I am in 
total agreement with this statement. We in 
Mississippi have nothing to be ashamed of. 
My wife was talking with a financial consultant 
who had come along with her sister, a forester 
in Colorado, and she stated that she did 
not know that Mississippi had trees. She 
was informed that we do have trees and an 
abundance of species. The lady said that she 
thought that trees only grew on mountains. Of 
course we do have a mountain in Mississippi. 
Woodall Mountain in Tishomingo County that 
is 608 feet above sea level if memory serves 
me correctly. 

I would like to congratulate the MSU 
Student Chapter on their capturing two awards 
at the convention. They took in the largest 
mall in the world (800 stores) and most of 
them rode the roller-coaster. 

I will pass along further info regarding 
recommendations made by the HSD at our 
annual meeting. 

In Memory

Wirt L. Bond, age 96, died July 6, 2004 at the 
Heritage House Nursing Center.  Bond retired in 
1999 after 73 years of service to the Greif Brothers 
Mills as general superintendent of the mills.  Bond 
was a SAF fellow and member of the Broadleaf 
Chapter.  

Charles R. McDonald, age 78, died June 10, 2004 
at Franklin Memorial Hospital in Meadville, La.  
McDonald retired from Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
where he was a professional forester.  

Donald H. Powell, age 76, died July 3, 2004 
at Rapides General Hospital in Alexandria, La.  
Originally from Booneville, Miss., Don graduated in 
forestry from the University of Michigan in 1950.  
He worked briefly with the U.S. Forest Service 
before joining International Paper Company.   Don 
was active in the Louisiana Forest Association.  He 
was a fifty-year member in the Society of American 
Foresters and received the distinguished Service to 
Forestry Award in 1980.  

3
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
I. Welcome and Introduction - Bryant Myatt 

at 10:00 a.m.

II. Anti-Trust Statement - Bryant Myatt

III. Financial Report - Tammy Coleman
  distributed the financial statement ending 

June 30, 2004.  The account balance 
at that time was $36,891.26 of which 
$5,000 was encumbered for the MSU-
Student Chapter to assist with travel costs 
to the SAF National Convention.  She 
also distributed information concerning 
proceeds of the 2004 State SAF Convention 
- Vicksburg.

IV. Old Business
A. 2005 Annual Meeting 
The Capitol Chapter is handling the annual  
meeting. The dates of the annual meeting 
have changed to March 8-9, 2004.  The 
meeting will be head at the Agriculture and 
Forestry Museum in Jackson.   

  
V. New Business

A. Membership - Bryant Myatt distributed  
information concerning the number   
of MS SAF member chapter changes,  
dated July 2004.  This information   
shows the current number of members  

in each chapter in Mississippi, including 
new members, transition members, 
reinstated members, etc.  He discussed  
that many members have not paid   
their dues for this year, and discussed how 
to improve the retention of membership.  
Discussion followed concerning a possible 
procedure, where the state society would 
send out reminders to members who have 
not paid their dues, with a letter from 
the MS SAF president.  This subject was 
tabled, so that it could be discussed at the 
next quarterly meeting.

 B.  Other New Business
 Tammy Coleman mentioned that the 

MS SAF could sponsor a state and local 
officer’s Leadership Training Retreat 
after the first of the year, and before the 
annual meeting, to train newly elected 
officers.  Discussion followed concerning 
the feasibility of this, where it could be 
held (e.g., a state park), what costs would 
be, etc.  This subject was tabled, so that 
it could be discussed at the next quarterly 
meeting.

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
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    EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Mississippi Society of American Foresters

Financial Statement
April 1, 2004 - June 30, 2004

Balance in checking account, April 1, 2004 $17,491.48

Total Support and Revenue 21,239.01

Total Expenses (1,839.23)

Increase/Decrease in Cash 19,399.78

Balance in checking account, June 30, 2004 $36,891.26
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CHAPTER NEWS
Four Lakes

Approximately 20 members of the Four Lakes 
Chapter met on August 19, at the Mo Suga Catfish 
House in Grenada.  The topic for the meeting was the 
Mississippi Institute of Forest Inventory (MIFI).  Patrick 
Glass, Director of Operations for MIFI, spoke with us 
about the efforts of their organization.  

Prior to the presentation, a short business meet-
ing was held.  Charles Dismukes called the meeting to 
order.  The date for the Christmas Party/auction was 
set for Dec. 2, 2004 at the Holiday Inn in Grenada, 
MS.  Mr. Dismukes asked that we consider paying for 
the cost of the meals through our local chapter funds.  
A decision will be made at the October meeting.  

Next item of discussion was about the College of 
Forest Resources.  The budget for the College and 
Forest and Wildlife Research Center was cut by 8% 
this fiscal year.  The SAF and MFA need to help push 
for an increased budget for the College and Center.  
Also discussed was the search for a dean of the col-
lege.  

Councilman, Don Bell, addressed the chapter 
concerning the upcoming election for his position of 
councilman for MS, LA, and TX.  Members of the MS 
SAF should VOTE for Bob Daniels.  Also, Mr. Bell said 
that SAF has lost approximately 160 members in MS, 
LA, and TX.  The forestry schools should encourage 
students to become members.  National SAF accredi-
tation should look at this problem.  

A discussion was made about the attendance of 
U.S. Forest Service employees.  A ruling was made 
by the U.S. Forest Service that they can attend SAF 
meetings as long as they take their personal vehicles, 
go on their own time, and wear civilian clothes.  

From the nominating committee:  Mike Wiseman 
was nominated to be on the ballot for First VP for the 
State SAF, Tom Vigour was elected Field Forester 
of the Year by National SAF, and Tim Traugott was 
elected National SAF Fellow.  

Following the business meeting, Patrick Glass 
of MIFI gave an outstanding presentation about the 
ongoing forest inventory.  He discussed a need for 
support from the legislature.  Most of the work being 
done on this project is through the assistance of 
Mississippi State University and through grant money.   

Magnolia
 The Magnolia Chapter of the SAF had its last 
meeting on October 19. The guest speaker was 
Wayne Tucker with the Mississippi Institute for Forest 
Inventory. Wayne was very informative in describing 
the future direction of Mississippi forest. The next 
meeting will be on Nov. 30, 2004. This will be the 
year end Christmas meeting. Mr. Ken Robey will be 
taking over as chapter president in 2005.

Capitol
     The Capitol Chapter has been planning the annual 
meeting scheduled for March 8-9, 2005.  The meeting 
will be held at the Agriculture and Forestry Museum 
in Jackson.  The next chapter meeting will be held 
December 9, and will be a family Christmas dinner.  

Northeast
     The last meeting was held September 13th.  The 
chapter had a dinner at MSU’s Department of Forest 
Products.  Students from Itawamba and Northeast 
Community Colleges attended the meeting.  The 

Four Lakes
Mr. Charles Dismukes
662.464.7740

Magnolia
Mr. Eric Tuberfield
601.671.0597

Capitol
Mr. Trey DeLoach
601.857.2284

Northeast
Mr. Tom Morgan
662.348.2800

Mississippi Society of American Foresters Chapter Chairs
Broadleaf
Dr. Brian Lockhart
662.686.3171

Loblolly
Dr. Debbie Gaddis
662.325.8002

Homochitto
Mr. Chad Smith
601.587.1125

Longleaf
Dr. Glenn Hughes
601.794.0671
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chapter toured the Forest Products Laboratory and 
received a short presentation on TimTek engineered 
lumber.  

Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter met for our regularly 

scheduled chapter meeting on April 13 in Greenville.  
We had a barbeque feast to celebrate the very suc-
cessful annual meeting and to hear our speaker, 
Dr. Jim Baker, retired from the U.S. Forest Service 
and now living in Monticello, Arkansas, discuss the 
“Meanderings of the Mississippi River.”  While many 
of us are familiar with the Mississippi River, Dr. Baker 
showed that many of the waterways in the Lower 
Mississippi Alluvial Valley (LMAV) are former runs 
of the three great rivers–Mississippi, Arkansas, and 
Ohio.  In fact, did you know that Deere Creek, which 
flows near the Southern Hardwoods Laboratory in 
Stoneville is a former Arkansas River channel, even 
though the creek is on the east side of the current 
Mississippi River?  Dr. Baker presented a fascinating 
slide show, including maps, that is a must-see for all 
interested in the LMAV.

 The Broadleaf Chapter had another meeting 
on October 28 at Goldie’s in Vicksburg.  About 20 
people attended to hear our guest speaker, Mr. Lee 
Moore with the Arkansas Field Office of The Nature 
Conservancy, discuss a new initiative to work cross-
boundary with landowners, agencies, etc., in the 
LMAV to address hydrologic alteration, afforestation, 
water quality, and agricultural issues.  Much excite-
ment exists to restore parts of the LMAV to pre large-
scale agricultural conditions.

Loblolly
The Loblolly Chapter met on August 10th.  The 

meeting, hosted by Bobby Watkins of BASF, was 
held at his family farm near Ackerman, MS. Speakers 
were Dr. Steve Demaris, Dr. Wes Burger, Dr. Andy 
Ezell, and Kendall Lee. Subjects discussed included 
replacing labor-intensive invasive grasses with clover 
(cheaper to maintain and better for wildlife) and the 
safety of herbicides and their effectiveness in con-
trolling invasive hardwoods when coupled with cool-
season burns.  It was pointed out that landowners 
begin to lose money when hardwoods average only 
4-5 sq. ft. of basal area per acre and also that grow-
ing season burns, while still effective, can be trickier 
to handle.  We also heard about the benefits for 
wildlife; used effectively, burning and herbicides can 
increase deer forage by 400%; and with a good qual-
ity vegetation management plan, property values can 
increase. The benefits of disking, re fire lines and for 
wildlife benefits, were also discussed.  The meeting 

concluded with information on cost sharing, various 
landowner programs, and lunch.

JCJC Student Chapter
 The JCJC Student Chapter has been engaged this 
semester in a city-wide tree improvement project for 
the city of Ellisville. The students have been working 
to site prepare areas where trees are to be placed 
along city right-of-ways, and they are presently work-
ing on a GPS generated map that will locate all newly 
planted trees and older existing trees in the city. The 
next step will be the actual placement of trees this 
winter.

MSU Student Chapter
The SAF Student Chapter maintained a display 

for the Mississippi State University Discovery Day 
as part of the College of Forest Resources’ effort to 
recruit incoming freshman and transfer students.  

Students from the SAF Student Chapter have par-
ticipated in several meetings including the Mississippi 
Forestry Association Annual Meeting in Jackson.  
The students set up a display representing SAF and 
assisted the MSU CFR Alumni in selling polo shirts.  
Students attending had a great opportunity to network 
and learn about current forestry issues relevant to 
Mississippi. 

Fourteen members of the Mississippi State 
University Student Chapter attended the Joint SAF 
and CIF Annual Meeting in Edmonton, Alberta.  Four 
students represented the Chapter in the Joint SAF-
CIF Quiz Bowl.  In addition, the Chapter received 
special recognition for achieving 1st place in 2003/
2004 SAF Outstanding Student Chapter Award for the 
United States.  The Chapter received 1st place for the 
outstanding student web-site during the same time 
period.  

The Chapter organized an exhibit of student activ-
ities as part of the MSU College of Forest Resources 
50th Anniversary celebration.  There were many guest 
speakers from the Mississippi forestry community at 
the event.  The Chapter also sponsored an exhibit at 
the MSU College of Forest Resources Alumni Grand 
Reunion.  

The Chapter helped organize the CFR Welcome 
Back BBQ in front of Thompson Hall.  This effort was 
done in collaboration with the CFR Dean’s Student 
Council.  This activity gave new students a better 
chance to learn more about our Student Chapter and 
SAF.

7
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NATIONAL SAF NEWS

The Society of American Foresters (SAF) 
is inviting a variety of natural resources 
professionals to speak at its 2005 National 
Convention. “Texas Roundup: Driving 
Changes in Forestry” will be held October 
19-23 in Fort Worth, Texas.

“Foresters work in concert with other 
professionals to protect and balance 
renewable resources, watersheds, air 
quality, habitat diversity, and recreational and 
economic demands on our public and private 
forestlands,” says Jan Davis, CF, chair of 
the Committee on National Convention 
Programs. “Participation by professionals 
in related fields is encouraged to give a 
full perspective and balanced discussion 
of relevant issues and topics. Paper and 
poster presenters from disciplines other than 
forestry in the past have found considerable 
interest among the attendees.”

There are several ways in which 
presenters can participate. They can submit 
a proposal for a paper, panel discussion, 
seminar, critical issue forum, poster, or 
other presentation. Topic include resources 
measurements, forestry systems, ecology 
and biology, management and utilization, 
decision sciences, social and related 
sciences, and leadership

Proposal for presentations must be 
submitted by January 12, 2005. For more 
information, visit the SAF web site at 
www.safnet.org/natcon.

Calling for Presentations at the 
Nation’s Premier Forestry Meeting

8

Foresters Testify in Support of 
Family Forests

The Society of American Foresters 
(SAF) testified before the House Agriculture 
Committee in support of continuing the Forest 
Land Enhancement Program (FLEP), a 
program designed to help family forestland 
owners manage their forests. 

Gary Nakamura, an extension forester 
from Redding, Calif., and a member of the 
SAF Council, SAF’s governing body, said 
that education and cost-share assistance 
programs such as FLEP are vital to 
supporting the nation’s family-owned forests.

“There are a variety of mechanisms to 
promote sustainable management on family-
owned forests so they continue to provide 
desired needs and values,” says Nakamura. 
“One of the more effective mechanisms is to 
provide technical, educational, and financial 
assistance to these family forestland owners, 
as Congress authorized with the creation of 
the Forest Land Enhancement Program in 
the 2002 Farm Bill.”

Nakamura noted that no funds have been 
released for FLEP this year—even those 
funds specifically allocated by Congress 
after they were borrowed to cover wildfire 
suppression costs. 

“SAF strongly believes that program 
funding should continue so we can continue 
to meet the needs of the more than 
nine million nonindustrial private forest 
landowners, mostly family forestland owners, 
throughout the country,” said Nakamura. 
“One year of program implementation is not 
an adequate time frame to judge whether the 
program is fulfilling its goals.”

Because privately owned nonindustrial 
forestland constitutes the majority of this 
country’s forested land, its management is 
of great interest and concern to the forestry 
profession.
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POLICY SCOREBOARD

The 2004 SAF National Convention in 
Edmonton, Alberta was well worth the trip. 
Aside from seeing a beautiful, modern city 
and the forests that surround it, the gathering 
was positive from the policy standpoint.

Part of the reason I attended “One 
Forest Under Two Flags” was to participate 
as a member of the SAF Committee on 
Forest Policy (CFP) meeting. The CFP is 
SAF’s policy making committee. The CFP 
is comprised of nine members from across 
the U.S. that assists the SAF Council in 
developing forest policy direction for SAF. 

The CFP meeting began at 8 a.m. 
Friday morning October 1st. The committee 
considered a full agenda for the morning 
including an update on Capital Hill and 
administration actions, discussion of ongoing 
position statements (e.g., Roads in Forests, 
Rural Communities and Forests) and 
consideration of new position statement 
issues.  At noon, we adjourned and spent 
several afternoon hours in the SAF Council 
meeting for a discussion of CFP issues 
with the Council. We reconvened the next 
morning - Saturday – at 8 a.m. to continue 
the CFP agenda including ongoing positions 
and new position ideas - Biomass, Active 
Forest Management, Invasive Species, and 
more. Last, the meeting was concluded with 
committee organization items, review of 
our plan of work and a look ahead to next 
year. We adjourned at noon to prepare for 
the policy seminar “Energizing SAF’s Policy 
Efforts at the Grassroots.”

“Energizing SAF’s Policy Efforts at the 
Grassroots” was a session designed to 
bring state society chairs, policy committee 
chairs, and others interested in policy 
formation together for the first time ever. The 

SAF House of Society Delegates meeting 
adjourned so that delegates in that body 
could attend. The half-day session was a 
smashing success. 

About 65 foresters attended and heard 
speakers discussing the policy process, the 
CFP and how it functions, examples of state 
society policy actions, how to interact with 
Congressional staff, agencies, and other 
policy makers and more.  The interaction 
with policy-oriented foresters from across the 
country and Washington, D.C. insiders gave 
everyone an updated policy perspective and 
renewed energy to go back home and work 
more effectively on forest issues and policy. 

As I look back on the experience, I’m 
convinced that a goal for Mississippi SAF for 
2005 should be to hold an “Energizing” policy 
meeting for Mississippi. It will further define 
the policy process for our members and 
help us identify the forestry issues MS SAF 
members consider most important. 

Looking ahead to 2005, MS SAF will 
be busy using our position statements 
and pursuing the issues we think are most 
important for the future of Mississippi 
forestry. Decide now to be part of the action.

The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities.  Please express your 
opinion on any or all of the positions of  the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Policy Committee 
at bobd@ext.msstate.edu or call 662.325.3151.

9
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The Loblolly Chapter took a tour of Bobby 
Watkins’ family farm in Ackerman, Miss.  Watkins 
works for the BASF corporation.  

The College of Forest Resources hosted the 50th anniversary alumni grand reunion in July, 2004.  
Pictured above: Harold Anderson, Loblolly Chapter and Don Thompson, Northeast Chapter visit.  
Chair-elect Bryant Myatt and others took in one of the facilities tours.  Sid Moss, Magnolia Chapter, 
reclines with Bully.  Councilman Don Bell, is that a membership application in your pocket?  

Don Gerred of Oxford was recently awarded an 
honorary membership into the Lafayette County 
Forestry Association.  Gerred was recognized 
for being a pioneer in the forest industry and his 
lifetime achievements.  Gerred authored “The 
Gully Rangers Handbook,” which was considered 
one of his greatest achievements.  Gerred retired 
as the assistant project manager for the Yazoo/
Little Tallahatchie Flood Project.  A member 
of the 4 Lakes Chapter, Don has been a SAF 
member since 1934.  
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Excerpt from policy scoreboard:

“The Natural Resources Initiative (NRI) 
brings together federal, state, and local 
representatives from the natural resources 
and economic development sectors to 
protect, and sustain our natural resources 
while promoting business development 
opportunities.  Our mission is to facilitate 
achievement of an environmentally 
sustainable, healthy and dynamic economy 
through creative partnerships that value the 
use and protection of our natural resources 
and human capabilities for the benefit of 
present and future generations. The NRI 
Network includes The Sierra Club, the 
Audubon Society, the Nature Conservancy, 
Wildlife Mississippi, and the Wolf River 
conservancy among others. It 
does not include the Society of American 
Foresters. Do you think it should?” 

E-mail to Bob Daniels, Policy Committee Chair:

By all means! SAF should look at NRI as 
the opportunity of this decade to engage in 
meaningful outreach and also a chance for 
education outside the forestry domain. Look 
at the last feature in the May 2004  Magnolia 
Forester, “Longtime Forestry Feud Shows 
Signs of Healing” from the Denver Post. Who 
do you suppose convinced Greg Aplet, a forest 
ecologist with the Wilderness Society, that 
clearcuts up to 50 acres in size were part of a 
healthy forest? Aplet says it is research from 
local scientists. 

The Applegate Partnership in Oregon 
has also found a way to bring foresters, local 
residents, and environmentalists together 
socially to discuss better ways to manage 
forests than in the courtroom. 

While a freshman at Virginia Tech, the SAF 
student chapter participated in a wilderness 
study area workshop for the local Jefferson 
National Forest. We listened to the concerns of 
local residents that their community’s existence 
was being threatened by the locking up of 

three wilderness areas in their backyards. Later 
SAF students road tripped to the Monangahela 
National Forest to camp and attend a field 
day in response to protests over the clearcuts 
that generated the Monangahela decision. We 
heard Forest Service silviculturalists explain to 
a mixed group of environmentalists and local 
residents why the clearcuts were good and 
show us the BMP’s that protected the steep 
mountainsides from washing away. 

I derived more education from those two 
SAF events than the 1-hour Introductory 
Forestry course all year. Our professional 
input as forestry students may have opened 
some minds of local residents who did not 
trust the Forest Service or environmentalists. 
There was a give and take. We all came away 
richer because we took time out of our pigeon 
holes to listen, to learn, and to share from our 
experience. 

“What is our vision for the future of 
Mississippi’s forest and organizations that work 
with those forests?” Imagine foresters from the 
Holly Springs National Forest eating barbeque 
with members of the Sierra Club instead of 
roasting each other in front of a judge. 

What about instead of shouting protesters 
greeting Agriculture Secretary Mark Rey, 
SAF chapters were on a first name basis with 
environmentalists because we all engaged in 
public forums sponsored by NRI. Could it be 
that the result in Mississippi might be similar to 
Colorado or Oregon? Could we all come to a 
consensus that at the landscape level the forest 
once might have been stands of “old growth 
intermixed with patches of younger trees” 
and wide open savannahs? Perhaps we might 
even agree together that kind of forest might 
be the forest in Mississippi in 50 or 100 years, 
looking across its many ownerships? 

Jim Copeland 
Meridian, MS 
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Gary Howard, who served as the 2003-
2004 President of the California’s Licensed 
Foresters Association, recently gave a speech 
in which he pointed out that in California, the 
a Timber Harvest Plan that cost $1,200 eight 
years ago will cost $14,000 today.  Is it any 
wonder that although that state grows an 
amount of wood equal to 80% of the wood it 
uses, it has to import 80% of its wood needs 
due to the lack of harvesting.

A paragraph from an article by the 
California Farm Bureau Federation illustrates 
this:

An important feature of the document, 
Anderson explained, is a case study that 
takes a look at how Forest Practice Rules 
impact the ability of one family-owned 
ranch to harvest timber selectively, in 
comparison with clear-cutting or even 
selling the property for a subdivision. The 
case study property is a 160-acre parcel 
located along the Van Duzen River. The 
analysis conducted by Mark Collins of 
James Able Forestry indicated that the 
family would need to spend about $45,450 
to prepare a timber harvest plan to harvest 
200,000 board-feet of Douglas fir. Based 
on current market values, the family would 
lose $5,400 executing a light selection 
harvest. By clear-cutting, the family could 
earn an expected profit of $30,000. If they 
clear-cut and sold the property, they would 
net a pretax value of $250,000. 
Should we wonder why California’s forest 

and forest industry are going up in smoke?

by Harry V. Wiant, Jr.

How to kill the forest and the forest 
industry - California shows the way
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The wave of hurricanes that raked the 

Southeast in August and September are roiling 
timber markets in major forested areas of 
three states, a leading forestry consulting firm 
reports.

F&W Forestry Services, Inc., of Albany, 
Ga., which provides sales and management 
services for private tree growers throughout 
the South, reported that timber losses due 
to the four rapid-succession hurricanes that 
struck Florida and neighboring states are in 
the half billion dollar range. The loss estimates 
were made by various state forestry agencies 
and other sources.

Forested areas of North Florida, the 
Panhandle, and portions of southern Alabama 
and Georgia were the hardest hit areas and 
sustained the greatest losses in downed and 
damaged trees. F&W said the hurricanes 
“caused the greatest damage to the region’s 
forests since Hugo’s march through South 
Carolina in 1989.”

Hurricanes muddy Southeastern timber markets

F&W President Marshall Thomas, writing 
in his firm’s newsletter, said salvage of 
hurricane-damaged trees is likely to push 
down timber prices in the hardest hit areas, 
especially in Florida and Alabama. 

The firm’s newsletter reported an estimate 
by the Florida Forestry Association of $390 
million in forestry losses in the state. It also 
quoted Alabama Gov. Bob Riley as saying 
losses in the 12 hardest hit counties in the 
southern part of his state could amount to 
“hundreds of millions of dollars.” Forestry 
damage in Georgia was less severe than in its 
neighbors to the north and west.

Southwide, Thomas said prices for 
standing trees remained static in the third 
quarter of 2004 even though most timber 
market barometers were favorable during the 
period.

“Prices for all pine tree products have been 
fairly stable for four years now, and it appears 
we may have settled into a new price pattern,” 
he said.

One change in the timber 
market outlook is the sharp 
decline in prices for hardwood 
pulpwood, which had skyrocketed 
in the past two years to levels 
well above those of pine 
pulpwood. Pulpwood prices for 
the two classes of trees are now 
about even, Thomas said.

Bates Associates
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 A recent study by the Consortium for 

Research on Renewable Industrial Materials 
(CORRIM), a research organization of 15 
universities, concluded wood to be one of 
the most environmentally-sound construction 
materials, surprising many and providing new 
questions in the contentious issue of forest 
management.

CORRIM, first commissioned by former 
President Jimmy Carter in 1974, documented 
the environmental performance of construction 
materials in order to inform policy makers and 
governmental agencies on how to address 
energy conservation issues.

“A need was developing for sound scien-
tific data documenting the impact of wood 
and other construction products,” said James 
Wilson, an OSU professor of wood sciences 
and engineering who vice chaired the study. 
“The [1974] study needed to be updated 
to include environmental issues broader in 
scope.” 

In the study, models were developed that 
took into account all aspects of a building’s 
life, from before construction begins to even-
tual disposal. The study includes what Wilson 
refers to as a “life cycle inventory” of the dif-
ferent products used during construction and 
how they are grown, processed and used on 
site during construction.

Observations made between different 
construction materials in the study included 
energy used by the materials, global warm-
ing potential, air and water emissions, and the 
creation of solid waste.

One of the research sites, a building in 
Atlanta that utilized concrete as the primary 
building material, was found to use 16 percent 

more energy, caused 31 percent 
more global warming potential and 

Recent study paints wood in ‘green’ light
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created 51 percent more solid waste than a 
comparable building made using wood prod-
ucts.

“Hopefully [this study] will provide data and 
tools to identify means for reducing environ-
mental impact through material selection, for-
est management practices, industrial practices 
and building designs,” Wilson said.

This study could also mean good things for 
the Oregon economy.

“I think it could boost the Oregon lumber 
economy,” said Rachael Jones, a junior in biol-
ogy, whose father is an independent logger. “If 
people could see lumber as a more efficient 
renewable resource, there might be more 
community and state support for [logging].”

The first phase of CORRIM’s research, 
which was recently completed, focused pri-
marily on structural wood products such as 
lumber, plywood and I-joists. 

The results have the potential to encour-
age environmentally conscious builders to use 
more wood-based products, which in turn can 
produce an increase in market share for lum-
ber as a construction material for both com-
mercial and residential buildings. 

“The wood products industry could pos-
sibly grow as the public recognizes the ‘green’ 
quality of wood as compared to other building 
materials,” Wilson said.

For more information on CORRIM’s study, 
visit www.corrim.org.

Daily Barometer
Oregon State University
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A new Mississippi State study finds 

that nearly 75 percent of Mid-South forest 
landowners fail to take advantage of available 
educational and professional resources. 

A recent survey by the university’s 
Forest and Wildlife Research Center 
focused on individuals owning 10 or more 
acres of forestland in Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. MSU researchers 
identified as “underserved” all those whose 
responses indicated they do not consult with 
a professional forester, use forestry-related 
educational programs or were not members of 
a forestry-related organization. 

The study was funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Southern Regional 
Sustainable Agriculture Research and 
Education Program.

“The high percentage of underserved 
forest landowners indicates a need for more 
comprehensive outreach efforts,” said project 
director Stephen C. Grado. Without such 
information, many of the region’s 4.9 million 
non-industrial private forest landowners will 
not realize the full benefits of their forestland, 
the forestry professor added. 

“Landowners with small- to mid-sized tracts 
in particular often lack knowledge and training, 
making their lands less productive and more 
often neglected,” Grado said. Improved 
outreach efforts by academic institutions, 
professional organizations and others can 
ultimately result in improved forestry practices 
and enhanced economic viability of the lands, 
he said.

According to the study: 
—Only 37 percent of landowners say 

they previously have consulted with a 
professional forester; 

—60 percent said they have not 
previously received forestry 
information; and

—86 percent have never attended a 
forestry-related educational program. 

Despite this self-admitted lack of contact 
with professionals, respondents nevertheless 
indicated an interest in educational programs 
focusing on wildlife management, insects and 
diseases, marketing, harvesting, and best 
management practices on their forestland. 

“Many of those surveyed were unfamiliar 
with the federal and state government 
assistance,” said project co-investigator 
Joshua Idassi. 

An MSU graduate now serving as an 
extension assistant professor of forestry 
at Tennessee State University, Idassi said, 
“Some three-quarters of the respondents were 
not familiar with cost-share programs and 83 
percent were not aware of government tax 
incentives for forest landowners.

“In fact,” he observed, “only 18 percent had 
made use of available tax incentives.”

The researchers said the study gives 
forestry educators and organizations “a 
blueprint” of needs among an important 
constituency. Because small landowners often 
value their land more for amenity values, 
both agreed that the need for active forest 
management often is understated.

“Regardless of tract size or ownership 
objectives, most landowners can benefit 
from even minor management improvement,” 
Grado said. “If the forestry community pursues 
educational programs and activities to reach 
underserved landowners, they can become 
more knowledgeable about ways to realize the 
full range of benefits from owning forestland.” 

For more information about the study, 
contact Grado at 662.325.2792 or by E-mail at 
sgrado@cfr.msstate.edu.
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MSU student chapter sweeps national competition 
For the sixth year, Mississippi State’s 

student chapter of the Society of American 
Foresters is ranked among the top in the 
nation. 

The 41-member university organization 
recently earned a first place as the 2003-04 
overall outstanding student chapter, as well 
as placing first in the 2003-04 SAF Student 
Chapter Web-site competition. 

The group earlier captured overall chapter 
first-place honors in 1996-97 and 2000-01, 
second place in 1998-99 and 2001-02, and 
third place in 2002-03. It earned a first-place 
for Web design in 2002-03. 

Founded in 1900, the SAF, based in 
Bethesda, Md., is the world’s largest profes-
sional organization for foresters, with more 
than 18,000 members worldwide. It offers 
two annual competition categories for student 
members. 

Chapters receiving overall honors are 
recognized for service to their schools and 
communities, involvement with other natural 
resource organizations, and chapter manage-
ment. Pennsylvania State and Humboldt State 
universities finished in second and third place, 
respectively. Humboldt is a California institu-
tion.

Web-site judging criteria include design, 
content, and site management. Second- and 
third-place honors went to Penn State and the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

MSU’s winning site may be viewed at 
www.cfr.msstate.edu/studentorgs/saf. 

All winners will be recognized Oct. 4 during 
the Joint Canadian Institute of Forestry/SAF 
annual convention, this year in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. 

All forestry majors, the 2004-05 chap-
ter officers include president Dan Prevost of 
Raymond, vice president Miles Henderson of 
Fayette, Ala., secretary Angela DeLaughter 
of Brookhaven, and treasurer Wayne Duke of 
Hamilton. Associate professor Donald Grebner 
is chapter adviser.


