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annually by the Mississippi Society of 
American Foresters.

A family in Tupelo will 
have a home for the holidays, 
thanks in large part to the 
Forest for Humanity program 
and the Northeast Mississippi 
Chapter of the MS SAF.  

On Saturday, October 
21, the Chapter joined with 
work crews from Habitat for 
Humanity, Norbord, and local 
churches to work and dedi-
cate the new home.  

Mr. Harold Hankins of 
Hankins, Inc. donated all the 
structural lumber used in the 
floor joists and wall studs.  
Norbord donated all OSB 
sheathing used in subfloor-
ing, walls, and the roof.  Ms. 
Donna Jarrell, Executive 
Director for Habitat for 
Humanity in Tupelo, was very 
grateful for the sponsorships 
of labor and material.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hill and 
their four children will be mov-
ing into the new home.  The 
Hills were displaced from 
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Moss Point by Hurricane 
Katrina.  

The home was built on a 
pier beam foundation, similar 
to other homes in the neigh-
borhood.  

Forests for Humanity is 
a project that creates coop-
eration between Habitat for 
Humanity and the Mississippi 
forestry community to estab-
lish a pathway for dona-
tions of standing timber or 
wood products.  Forest for 
Humanity is a cooperative 
project of the Mississippi 
Forestry Association, 
Mississippi Lumber 
Manufacturers Association, 
and the Mississippi Society of 
American Foresters.  

Participating members 
of the Northeast Mississippi 
Chapter included Randy 
Boyd, Mike Bruce, John 
Kushla, Heather and Preston 
Padgett, Don Thompson, and 
Jeff Ware. 
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from the Chair...
I don’t know if it’s a case of “Time 

flies when you are having fun” or 
it’s just that time passes quicker the 
older you get, but 2006 has gone by 
in a hurry.  Over the past year, I have 
really grown to appreciate all the 
MS SAF members who help make 
our Society a success story.  The 
Executive Committee, comprised of 
the state officers, various committee 
chairs, chapter chairs, support staff, 
and several other stalwarts including 
our Councilman, has put in a lot of 
hours this year.  

The State Convention was a great 
success, despite getting bounced 
around from Katrina.  Our bank 
account reflects this success.  As a 
result, we were able to send 19 SAF 
Student Chapter members to the 
National Convention in Pittsburgh in 
October, and we also sent a student 
to the National ACF Convention in 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin.  We helped 
sponsor the Legislative Luncheon 
in Jackson with MFA.  Forests for 
Humanity, a joint project between 
MS SAF, MFA, and MLMA, built at 
least two houses this year.  Dialogue 
has been established with the MFC 
Commissioners; hopefully MS SAF 
can help provide insight into the 
restructuring process.  We elected 
two Fellows under this year’s new 
selection process.  The MSU SAF 
Student Chapter shined again this 
year as National Outstanding Student 
Chapter, and winning again for their 
Web site.  The National Convention 
was highly successful, with 1,400 
in attendance, of which about 400 
were Student Members.  Does that 

Skip’s space to advertise

underscore the importance of our 
Student Chapters?  The National 
Convention provided the opportunity 
to hear a Nobel Peace Prize winner 
speak, network with peers, learn 
about technological developments, 
participate in field tours, listen to a 
multitude of distinguished speakers, 
and tour the Carnegie Museum.

Planning for the 2007 State 
Convention in Natchez during April, 
is well under way, a joint venture 
between MS SAF and LA SAF that 
promises to be a great event you 
definitely will want to attend.  One 
of our less active Chapters has 
been revived this year, but we 
still need to encourage all of our 
Chapters to become fully functional.  
Our Nominating Committee has 
put together an excellent slate of 
candidates for State Officers for 2007.  
I encourage each Chapter to get on 
the ball and elect officers now, so that 
we don’t lose any of the momentum 
that’s now in place.  It’s not too early 
to start thinking about nominations for 
Fellow, Field Forester, Distinguished 
Service to Forestry, and Outstanding 
Young Forester awards for 2007.

Thanks for the opportunity to 
serve as your Chair, and I especially 
thank all of you for the help and 
support this year.  Merry Christmas 
and a successful New Year!
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from the Chair-Elect...
I want to take this opportunity to communicate 

to the MS SAF membership that I am looking 
forward to being your Chair in 2007.  As anyone 
who has assumed this honored position can attest, 
there are a number of exciting opportunities that 
await us in the coming year.

One item that takes priority is making sure the 
MS SAF annual state meeting comes off without a 
hitch.  Fortunately for me, I am the beneficiary of 
an excellent planning effort that has been carried 
out since early 2006 in this regard.  We should 
all extend a debt of gratitude to the hard work 
that is ongoing for the 2007 meeting.  Thanks 
in particular go to Jeff Rodgers along with Chad 
Smith, Tim Evans, Steve Templin and Bill Wieger.  
The meeting, located in Natchez, Mississippi, from 
April 17-19 looks to be a well attended venue as 
it will be a joint MS SAF/LA SAF meeting.  The 
theme revolves around energy, primarily from 
biomass, and some of the emerging technologies 
in this regard.

Second, when I look at the successes of the 
SAF Student Chapter under the guidance of Don 
Grebner, and what that they have done across the 
United States and Canada to elevate the image 
of Mississippi and our forestry community I am 
truly proud of what has been accomplished and 

look forward to supporting their activities during 
the year.  The Jones Community College Student 
Chapter, now under the direction of Jeff Keeton, 
also needs our support for the activities of which 
they are engaged.  These Chapters are important 
breeding grounds for new, permanent membership 
in MS SAF.  

I also want to remind the elected membership 
that our first Executive Committee meeting will 
be on January 10th at the Farm Bureau Building 
in Jackson, Mississippi.  We will have a training 
session for new officers from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. and then MS SAF will provide lunch.  At 
about 1:00 p.m. we will have our regularly 
scheduled meeting.  I look forward to seeing our 
new officers there but also I hope representatives 
of the annual meeting committee can come to 
update us on further progress.  I will make an e-
mail contact with everyone involved, but with the 
break during Christmas, I want to provide this early 
reminder about the meeting.

In closing, I will do my best in 2007 to be a 
Chair of which you can be proud.  I only hope I 
can live up to the standards set by current Chair 
Mike Wiseman and those that came before him.  
Have a Happy Holiday!
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1.  Welcome and Introductions - Mike Wiseman

2.  Anti-Trust Statement - Bryant Myatt
 
3.  Minutes of August 24 Meeting-Andy Londo

Motion to approve minutes made by Les 
Shelby.  Seconded by Bob Heinz.  Motion  
passed.

4.  Financial Report-Bob Heinz
Statement did not reflect the $5,000 

approved for the MSU Student Chapter and 
reimbursement for a student to attend the ACF 
annual meeting.  The $250 to Weir FFA is 
included.  

Funds to pay for the transportation of wood 
to Laurel has not been issued yet, although 
funds are committed.  Daniels suggests that if 
the funds are not expended by December, they 
be reincorporated into the SAF budget.

Wiseman asked what the reimbursement 
plan was for state officers to attend the nation-
al meeting.  Daniels stated that MS SAF does 
not have it’s own travel policy, however, the 
national SAF has a policy that covers registra-
tion, travel, and lodging. 

Bob Heinz made a motion to reimburse 
Mike Wiseman for the expenses ($1,183.30) 
he incurred for the National SAF meeting.  
John Kushla seconded.  Motion passed.

Tammy Coleman provided an update on 
the CDs. The $5,000 CD matures in May. The 
$10,000 CD will mature in February 2007 with 
an APY of 5.27%.  We may want to decide 
what to do with that CD once it matures.

The $10,000 CD will be divided up into 
multiple CDs maturing at differing times dur-
ing the year.  This will be taken care of by 
Coleman and Heinz.

5.  Committee Reports:
2007 Joint Annual Meeting - Jeff Rogers

The dates for the meeting will be April 17-
19 at the Natchez Convention Center.  The 
theme of the meeting is 25 x ’25.  Chad Smith 
is in charge of the silent auction and has 
requested that each chapter donate at least 
five good silent auction items.

Tim Evans mentioned ERGON refining in 
Vicksburg is merging with Bungee to build an 
ethanol plant in Vicksburg.  They are interested 
in the annual meeting. 

Daniels suggested that the national SAF 
office be notified since this is a joint state 
chapter meeting.  The incoming president, 
John McMann, would be a good speaker as 
well as Michael Goergen the current SAF 
Executive Vice President.

LSU and LA Tech would like to display their 
projects (posters) at the meeting.  MSU  might 
be interested in doing this as well.  There likely 
is ample space to display posters.

Policy-Legislative Committee - Les Shelby
The USDA Forest Service recently held a 

meeting.  The DeSoto National Forest was hit 
very hard by Hurricane Katrina, which means  
less harvesting in the future.  Funds to make 
up that slack will have to come from other 
National Forests.  All the National Forests in 
Mississippi are lined up to cut and sell 90-100 
MMBF per year.  It’s estimated that each for-
est needs to cut 1/3 more than they are plan-
ning to cut to properly manage their forests, in 
part due to Katrina’s impact on the DeSoto.  It 
might be sinking in with the public at large that 
we have to cut timber and do other things on 
our forests to manage them appropriately.

TMDLs have been set on the Tombigbee 
and Big Black.  Sediment loads are too high 
in these streams.  The MS DEQ recommends 
that forestry BMPs be continued.  It’s not 
clear how the sediment load is broken down 
between forestry, ag, construction, etc…

Executive Committee Meeting
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The Forestry Recovery and Research Act 
would make forest recovery and assessment 
faster following a disaster.  This bill has passed 
the U.S. House of Representatives and will be 
brought up to the U.S. Senate.

SAF is developing a position on the 2007 
Farm Bill.

The Timber Tax Act, currently before 
Congress, is designed to level the field for 
industry.

The SAF Forest Policy Committee is work-
ing on several policy statements including for-
est biotechnology and herbicides.

Mississippi Forestry Commission Update 
- Bob Cox and Don Simmons, MFC 
Commissioners

Bob Cox was selected by the Governor to 
put a business head in charge of the commis-
sioners instead of a forester.  Bob has spent 
the last 30 years in the forest products industry 
and currently works for the Tembec chemical 
group.

The Governors office wanted to see the 
agency streamlined, more efficient, and wanted 
to change the way people in the MFC think.  
The legislature mandates that the MFC: 1) pro-
vide fire control, 2) manage 16th section lands, 
and 3) educate the public.  Currently, 16th sec-
tion lands are taking large amounts of time and 
there is limited accountability for management 
practices done on these lands.  Management 
decisions are determined by school boards.   
The legislature may need to introduce account-
ability measures into the 16th section land 
management.  A report on each 16th section 
and how it’s being managed should be given to 
the school boards annually.  These 16th section 
lands need to be managed better to serve the 
schools and state.  Sixteenth section lands are 
often managed based on immediate financial 
needs, rather than longer term financial issues.  

MIFI is currently working on an inventory of 
16th section lands, which should be done by 

Executive Committee Meeting
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summer 2007.
The MFC has made some accomplish-

ments.  Charlie Morgan was hired as the new 
State Forester.  The commissioners are trying 
to get field people, especially district foresters 
involved with the running of the MFC, instead 
of having it run from the state office solely.

The MFC advisory committee has made 
suggestions.  One suggestion is that the nurs-
eries be closed.  The nurseries are losing 
money and competing with the private sector.  
Also, nurseries are not part of the mandated 
activities of the MFC.  The Waynesboro nurs-
ery is being managed better, but is still losing 
money.  It may be possible to sell or lease 
the nursery, rather than just closing it outright.  
Seedling quality has been a problem for the 
MFC as well.  

Cox pointed out that the MFC commission-
ers meetings are open to the public and all are 
encouraged to attend.  The next meeting is the 
second Tuesday in December.  

Commissioners are also looking at avia-
tion.  The MFC currently has 11 planes with six 
pilots.  They are selling three planes.  

There also seems to be some competition 
with MFC foresters and consultants.  The MFC 
will define what is considered to be the small 
landowner, and allow services to be rendered 
based on that.  There are lots of technicians 
going out in the field to help landowners, not 
the “professional” forester.  This has implica-
tions for the Registered Foresters Act as well.  

Cox indicated that there is also interest 
in increasing the stumpage severance tax.  
Currently 80 percent of the tax goes to the 
Forest Resource Development Program, and 
20 percent goes to the county in which it was 
collected.  Those funds don’t have to be used 
for FRDP, but could be used for MIFI, or other 
uses.  While, the Mississippi Tax Commission 

continued on page 8



CHAPTER NEWS
4-Lakes

The 4-Lakes Chapter held a Christmas 
party on December 7 at Perrys Restaurant in 
Batesville.  There were 25 individuals present. 
The chapter had the annual auction with auction-
eer Don Bell and raised $400.  Some of the pro-
ceeds from the auction is sent to the Foresters’ 
Fund.  The new officers were also introduced for 
2007 and are Robby Rikard, chair; Matthew Raff, 
vice-chair; and Chris Green, secretary/treasurer.  
The chapter will have a planning meeting in 
January for the coming year.  

Magnolia
The Magnolia Chapter held a meeting on 

November 28.  The Jones Junior College Select 
Ensemble Choral group performed at the meet-
ing.  There was a short business meeting after 
the concert and officers were elected.  The new 
officers are James Gibson, chair; Brian Mitchell, 
vice-chair; and Jeff Keeton, secretary/treasurer.

Capitol
No news to report. 

Northeast
The Northeast Chapter held a meeting on 

September 26 with Adam Tullos as the guest 

speaker.  Adam spoke on the Natural Resource 
Enteprises program.  The Chapter worked on the 
Forest for Humanity house in October and held 
a Christmas party in December.  The Forest for 
Humanity house was dedicated on December 15 
with the family receiving the keys and moving in 
before Christmas.  

Broadleaf
The Broadleaf Chapter held a meeting on 

December 7 at Stubbs Restaurant in Yazoo City.  
Charlie Morgan, newly appointed State Forester 
for Mississippi, was the guest speaker.  Morgan 
spoke on the current state of the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission and the outlook for the 
future.  

Longleaf
No news to report.  

Loblolly
No news to report.  

Homochitto
The Homochitto Chapter held a meeting on 

November 2, 2006, at 6:30 p.m. at the Western 
Sizzlin restaurant in Brookhaven, MS.  A 

Four Lakes
Mr. Damon Blakely
662.226.6090

Magnolia
Mr. Ken Robey
601.785.4871

Capitol
Mr. Trey DeLoach
601.857.2284

Northeast
Mr. John Kushla
662.566.2201

Mississippi Society of American Foresters Chapter Chairs
Broadleaf
Dr. Brian Lockhart
662.686.3171

Loblolly
Mr. Ben Knight
662.243.4524

Homochitto
Mr. Jeff Rogers
601.225.6048

Longleaf
Mr. Justin Aldridge
601.270.4469
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CHAPTER NEWS
presentation on forestry ethics was given by Steve 
Dicke.

JCJC Student Chapter
The Student Chapter hosted the first annual 

skeet shoot in October to raise money for scholar-
ship funds.  The Student Chapter also organized 
two tailgate parties in which they invited prospec-
tive forestry students and their families to the cam-
pus.  Next semester we hope to engage in a mem-
bership drive for the Student Chapter of the SAF.

MSU SAF Student Chapter
The MSU SAF Student Chapter has been 

very active during the fall with several social and 
outreach programs.  The annual Summer Field 
Program cookout was well attended with 35 stu-
dents present.  This was a great opportunity to 
expose young forestry students to the benefits of 
being a SAF member.  

Several chapter meetings were held dur-
ing the fall with speakers including Jim Shepard, 
Head of the Forestry Department, discussing the 
importance of being a SAF member and how it 
has helped his career in the forestry profession.  
The Chapter also co-hosted a guest speaker with 
the Student Chapter of the American Society 
of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing.  The 
guest speaker was Matthew Clarkson of Aerotec, 
Birmingham, AL. 

The Chapter hosted a booth on 
their activities at the Mississippi State 
University Student Involvement Fair.  The 
Chapter also maintained a CFR exhibit 
at the Mississippi Forestry Association 
Annual Meeting in Jackson, MS.  

The Chapter assisted in the organiza-
tion of several college events including 
the CFR Welcome Back BBQ in front of 
Thompson Hall.  This effort was done 
in collaboration with the CFR Student 
Dean’s Council.  The Chapter had an 
exhibit to inform non-members about 
Chapter activities.  Three members of the 
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Chapter also helped recruit community college stu-
dents during fall semester. 

The Chapter continued public service activi-
ties such as the Adopt-A-Highway program.  The 
Chapter also assisted the local Boys Scout Camp, 
Camp Seminole, with trail and levee maintenance 
this fall.  In addition, they removed down trees and 
sprayed herbicides along the entrance roadway.  

The Chapter held their Fall Field Day on the 
John W. Starr Memorial Forest at Dorman Lake 
to prepare for the 2007 Annual Southern Forestry 
School Conclave in Crossville, TN.  

Nineteen members of the student chap-
ter attended the Society of American Foresters 
National Convention in Pittsburgh, PA.  Members 
were responsible for maintaining an exhibit rep-
resenting the Student Chapter and forestry at 
Mississippi State University.  Four members repre-
sented the Chapter in the SAF Quiz Bowl.  In addi-
tion, the Chapter received special recognition for 
achieving 1st Place in 2005/2006 SAF Outstanding 
Student Chapter Award for the United States.  The 
Chapter received first place for the outstanding 
student web site during the same time period.  
Sixty-six student chapters nationwide participated 
in both contests.  
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Executive Committee Meeting
is responsible for collecting severance taxes, 
enforcements on collections is minimal.

Annual Meeting/HSD Report - Bob Daniels
The chairman of the states from our district 

did not attend.
The national meeting was a big success 

with over 1,400 in attendance, 400+ were stu-
dents.  Nothing from Mississippi in the forest-
ers fund auction.  Jim Fickle was in the USDA 
Forest Service history booth.  Our students col-
lected two more awards.

All Fellows nominated were approved and 
included Maurice Mitchell and Steve Grado.  
The SAF is solvent financially.

9.   Old Business
Membership - Steve Grado  
There are changes coming in the membership 
application form.  They are trying to change the 
membership structure to increase membership.
  
2007 Officer nominees - Les Shelby 
Candidates for state office are as fol-
lows: Chair-Elect: Andy Londo and Debbie 
Gaddis, Treasurer: Jeff Keeton and Bob 
Heinz, Secretary: Kyle Bush and Tim Evans.  
Nominee information needs to be to Karen 
Brasher  by November 17, so that they can be 
mailed by December 1.  Individual chapters 
need to conduct officer elections also.  As a 
reminder, all officers need to be members.

10. New Business
Bob Daniels pointed out that tradition-

ally the MS SAF offered new officer training 
in early January.  Mike Wiseman suggested 
that the training be offered on January 10, 
2007 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  A lun-
cheon will follow the training and the Executive 
Committee meeting is scheduled for the after-
noon.  Daniels and select current officers will 

serve as instructors.  
Joe Spinks reminded local chapters to 

begin thinking about award nominations for 
distinguished service, outstanding student, and 
outstanding young forester.  Bob Daniels men-
tioned that this district did not have a nominee 
for the field forester award last year.  

Les Shelby provided an update on the ACF-
SAF Student Challenge.  He requested funds 
for two students to participate in the 2007 ACF 
meeting in State College, PA.  Maurice Mitchell 
made a motion that MS SAF provide $1,000 for 
two students to attend.  Steve Grado seconded 
the motion and it passed.  

Steve Grado told the committee that one 
week after the joint LA/MS SAF annual meet-
ing, the SAF reaccreditation team will be at 
Mississippi State.  



PoLICY sCoreBoArD

Forest Policy Issues—like it or not, are much 
of the driving force behind the forestry profession 
(what we do, how we do it, etc.).  National, and 
many times, local and regional issues demand 
attention from the grass roots level of the forestry 
community.  Without that input, the practice of our 
profession and those we serve are at risk of being 
“out-voiced” by people and organizations who hon-
estly believe they are better qualified at practicing 
forestry than foresters.  Although forestry is a sci-
ence, it is also an art and foresters are the artists.  
Would you tell an artist how to paint or a sculptor 
how to sculpt?  Of course you wouldn’t.  This is 
not to say we should not listen to others outside 
the profession, as some policy issues that ben-
efit forestry have originated from sources beyond 
the “broad field of forestry.”  However, we should 
never become complaisant or ignore potential 
issues that have a direct impact, either positive or 
negative, on forestry practices or our profession. 

The Policy Committee wishes to extend an 
invitation to any and all members who may have 
forestry issues that need to be addressed—cer-
tainly at the local or state level.  However, it is also 
important to have your input for nationally related 
issues.  An example at present includes the plan-
ning process in the management of our National 
Forests (especially in light of Hurricane Katrina 
damage on the DeSoto and how that will impact 
future harvests on National Forests in Mississippi 
to generate funds necessary for good manage-
ment).  Other “hot” issues relate to the 2007 
Farm Bill, the Forest Emergency Recovery and 
Research Act (FERRA, HR4200), and the Timber 
Tax Act.    

In the last issue of the Magnolia Forester, it 
was mentioned that the Policy Committee was 
interested in the “new” direction of the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission (MFC) during its re-organi-
zation.  We now have a position statement on “A 

The Policy Scoreboard is a regular report in the Magnolia Forester on Policy Committee activities.  Please express your 
opinion on any or all of the positions of  the MS SAF by sending an e-mail with your comments to the Les Shelby, Policy 
Committee Chair at lsforcon@aol.com or call 601.829.1002.
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Professional State Forestry Agency”, adopted by 
the MS SAF Executive Committee and members, 
with no objections, at our last annual meeting.  
This could be viewed as a mandate, in that MS 
SAF believes Mississippi’s state and private lands 
are important enough that we need a stand-alone 
agency. 

Communication is of vital importance in any-
thing we do, whether related to business, family, 
or many other aspects of our lives.  In the past, 
it was sometimes difficult for forestry interests to 
know what was occurring within the MFC, and 
how those interests could cooperate with MFC 
with the overall goal of improving forestry in the 
state—for everyone.  Those in leadership positions 
at the MFC are now striving to make improve-
ments in communication.  Robert Cox and Donald 
Simmons, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
MFC Board of Commissioners respectively, attend-
ed our last MS SAF Executive Committee meeting, 
by invitation of the Policy Committee.  We appreci-
ate these gentlemen taking the time to enlighten 
MS SAF of several items that we think are active 
strides toward better communication.  

What is going on under new MFC leadership?  
What changes are being made and why?  What 
is the status of 16th section land management, 
FRDP cost share funding availability, etc.?  These 
and many more questions are being asked by the 
forestry community, including landowners, forest-
ers, and others.  Mr. Cox and Mr. Simmons are to 
be commended on their efforts to share what they 
believe are some positive movements by the MFC.    
Streamlining this agency in an effective way is, 
and will continue to be, a difficult task.  My hope, 
and certainly that of all forestry professionals, 
is that the MFC will emerge as a stronger, more 
effective state agency.  Mississippi deserves it.  
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ACF National Conference Challenge

letter from Jaysen Hogue
I would like to thank the MS Society of Ameri-

can Foresters (SAF) and Association of Consulting 
Foresters (ACF) for giving me the opportunity to 
attend this year’s ACF national conference in Ste-
vens Point, WI. The trip was very constructive and 
gave me a valuable insight of the world of forestry 
around me.  I’m thankful for all who were involved 
in sending me to Stevens Point. I have already 
benefited from the trip and know I have a better 
future with the Society of American Foresters. The 
trip also encouraged me to attend this year’s SAF 
national conference in Pittsburgh, PA, which also 
proved to be another valuable experience.

As a junior in forestry at Mississippi State 
University, I’ve learned a good bit about how for-
estry operates in our state and what it takes to be 
successful. The trip to Wisconsin introduced me 
to a whole new world. I was fortunate to be able to 
meet several other SAF members from around the 
nation and listen to their different views and ideas. 
The daily sessions and field tours also introduced 
new techniques and knowledge about how forestry 
works in the northern U.S. Many different topics, 
from “Challenges for Wood Supply” to “Impacts 

and Opportunities in the Logging Industry” to “New 
Timber Markets,” were presented to help me see 
the reality and diversity of forestry in our nation. 
Although, I must admit, if I had to remember all of 
those facts and write a management plan, I’d have 
to review my notes. The field tour to Kretz Industrial 
Forest introduced me to a completely different man-
agement plan from what I’m used to.  However, that 
is why I went, to broaden my views and increase 
my knowledge.

I would like to especially thank Mr. Les Shelby, 
owner of May and Associates, for presenting this 
idea to the students at Mississippi State University.  
I would also like to thank him for being a mentor on 
the trip. With so many SAF Student Chapter mem-
bers at MSU, I hope this scholarship opportunity will 
become a tradition and give many other students 
the same opportunity.  I think that the MS SAF and 
ACF chapters should continue to work together in 
ways such as this to make Mississippi’s forestry 
program reach it’s highest point ever.  Thanks to all 
who had a part in sending me to Wisconsin!

If at all possible, complete your officer elections prior to January 
10, 2007, and send the results, along with contact info, to 
Steve Grado at sgrado@CFR.MsState.Edu.  We will have our 
Executive Committee Meeting on Wednesday January 10 at 
the Farm Bureau Building in Jackson starting at 9:00 a.m. 

ATTENTION CHAPTERS
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The Benefits of Marking the First Pine Thinning

Bob Daniels, PhD and Tom Ebner
The Mississippi Extension Publication 2260 by 

Tim Traugott entitled “Are My Pine Trees Ready to 
Thin?”1 gave private forest landowners some guide-
lines for determining when to thin their plantations.  
It also defined the goal of thinning “To reduce stand 
density by removing the slow growing, lower quality 
trees, thus maintaining rapid growth on the straight, 
healthy, vigorous, and evenly spaced crop trees.” 

While Traugott established the “why” for thin-
ning pine plantations he did not address the “how.” 
To phrase it differently, “What is the best way to thin 
a pine plantation in need of thinning?” His publica-
tion did not get into such questions as “What tree 
per acre level to thin to?”, or “Is there a financial 
penalty for delaying the thinning if pulpwood prices 
are low?”, nor “Should the stand be marked for 
thinning?”. Economics can help answer these ques-
tions and guide landowner decisions. In this article, 
we address whether “operator select” or “marked” 
thinning is best.

We were interested in these questions and 
started installing permanent growth plots in thinned 
pine plantations in 1998. By the end of year 2005, 
plots were installed in approximately 100 different 
stands, 30 of which were fertilized. In this study, we 
focused on the 70 unfertilized stands. About half of 
these stands were thinned by the logging contrac-
tor (termed an “operator select thinning”). The other 

half of the stands had every 5th row harvested then 
leave trees in residual rows were marked and all 
but marked trees were cut (termed a “marked thin-
ning”). Some marked stands were marked by regis-
tered foresters, some by the timberland owner, and 
some by contract timber markers. These plots are 
located in east central Mississippi and west central 
Alabama, the area bounded by Pickens County, AL 
and Clay County, MS to Newton County, MS and 
Greene County, AL.

The age of the first thinning on these plots 
ranged from age 10 to 23. The trees remaining 
after thinning ranged from 100 trees per acre to 
350 trees per acre. Marked thinnings had the leave 
trees marked.

To make a judgment on which thinning method 
was preferred it was necessary to know pre-thin-
ning conditions in each stand so “before and after” 
comparisons can be made. Pre-thin stand condi-
tions were very close to the same for both the op-
erator select thinning and for the marked thinning. 
Stump diameters were measured on thinned trees 
to determine pre-thinning stand conditions. On 
average, stands remaining after a marked thinning 
had a 0.99 inch diameter gain. The operator select 
thinnings had a 0.67 inch diameter gain. Diameter 
gain from thinning is determined by comparing the 
average stand diameter before thinning with the 

continued on page 12
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The Benefits of Marking the First Pine Thinning (continued)

Bob Daniels, PhD and Tom Ebner
average stand diameter after thinning. We call this 
after thinning diameter gain “diameter lift.”  In 70 
thinned stands, marked stands had an average 
0.32 inches higher diameter lift over operator select 
stands. 

However, marked stands had 34 fewer trees per 
acre after thinning and 8.6 square feet less basal 
area. Leaving fewer trees per acre would allow 
some additional gain in diameter lift.

The amount of “diameter lift” obtainable in the 
first thinning can be affected by a number of fac-
tors. The age when thinned has a lot to do with 
the amount of possible diameter lift. As you walk 
through an older stand, say 16 years or older, you 
will see more variation in tree diameter than in a 
10 or 12-year-old stand. By age 16, many smaller, 
slower-growing trees will have lost most of their 
crown as they have been overtopped by the more 
rapidly growing trees. This makes marking easier.

Quality of trees in the stand can also affect 
the amount of potential diameter lift.  Tree qual-
ity among stands does vary considerably due to 
genetic quality of the original planting stock. Sec-
ond generation genetic planting stock generally has 
better, and more consistent, tree form than the first 
generation which is normally an improvement over 
non-genetically improved planting stock.  

What about growth after the thinning? On aver-
age, the marked stands had an average annual 
diameter growth of 0.484 inches while the operator 
select stands had a 0.381 average annual diameter 
growth in stands first thinned between the ages of 
10 and 19. Average age of the first thinning on the 
marked stands was 14.9 years while on the opera-
tor select stands it was 15.1 years. Average site 
index (base 25) was 71.5 for the marked stands 
and 71.9 for the operator select stands. 

The amount of “diameter lift” from thinning is 
important to growth. In a plantation the trees are all 
the same age, making the largest trees the fastest 
growing. If these trees were the fastest growing 
before thinning, it is reasonable to assume they 
would also be the fastest growing after thinning. 
Therefore, by retaining more of larger trees in the 
thinning, the average stand diameter growth should 
be increased. Marked stands in our sample had an 
average of 27% greater diameter growth per year 
than did the operator select stands.  

One of the objectives of thinning identified in the 
Traugott article was to remove lower quality trees. 
From a timber management perspective, the “lower 
quality” or “poor quality” trees are trees which will 
remain pulpwood quality regardless of size or age. 
Therefore, they should be removed as soon as pos-
sible. “Poor quality” trees were graded as trees with 
a fork in the first 16 feet and trees with excessive 
sweep or crook.

 In the marked stands, 5.2 percent of the re-
maining trees after the first thinning were poor 
quality trees. In the operator select thinnings, 14.2 
percent of the remaining trees after the first thinning 
were poor quality trees.

Operator or marker skill also plays a part in de-
termining what diameter lift you can achieve in the 
first thinning.  For example, if you have 600 trees 
per acre before thinning and you remove 400 trees 
per acre you create the opportunity for more diame-

continued on page 13
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ter lift than if you only remove 200 trees per acre. In 
the marked stands thinned at age 16, the diameter 
lift from the thinning varied from 1.30 inches to 0.05 
inches. For a first thinning at age 16 in an aver-
age site index 70 stand (base age 25) the Present 
Value of an inch of diameter lift in the thinning is ap-
proximately $100/acre. This suggests that an incen-
tive clause in the thinning contract which relates to 
diameter lift and residual tree quality would help the 
landowner insure the quality of the thinning job.

First thinning marking costs in MS are approxi-
mately $40-50 dollars per acre.2 Therefore, if you 
can gain 0.50 inches of diameter lift by marking, 
you can offset the marking cost.

The financial return from a first thinning at age 
10 through age 19 was tested at different stocking 
levels after the first thinning (using a proprietary 
growth model) which ranged from 275 trees per 
acre to 100 trees per acre. These stands were 
then grown to the age of the second thinning. The 
Present Value of the stand at the second thinning 

plus the value of the thinning removals at the first 
thinning were then discounted to age 10 at a 10% 
and 6% discount rate. When all these factors (i.e., 
better growth, larger diameter lift, and better tree 
quality) are put together for an average stand, the 
best thinning combination (highest present value at 
age 10) was an age 13 thinning leaving 200 trees 
per acre for a marked thinning. For an operator 
select thinning the best combination was an age 12 
thinning leaving 225 trees per acre.

For the marked thinning at age 13 and then 
grown to age 22, the stumpage value of the stand 
prior to the second thinning was $2570 per acre.  
For the operator select thinning the stumpage value 
at age 22 was $2060 per acre or $510 per acre 
less.

If the marking cost was $50 per acre, the return 
on investment for the additional cost of marking is 
29% for an average quality marking. 

In the above example, the modeled stand was 
thinned at age 13 and value comparisons were 
made at age 22 when the marked stand would be 
ready for the second thinning. In this projection, 
the marked stand would have grown from a basal 
area after thinning of 61.0 to a basal area of 132.2 
at age 22.  The operator select stand would have 
grown from a basal area of 61.1 to a basal area of 
117.4.

The Benefits of Marking the First Pine Thinning (continued)
Bob Daniels, PhD and Tom Ebner
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The better diameter growth after thinning in 

the average marked stand increased basal area 
growth over the operator select thinning by 14.9 
square feet over this nine-year period between 
thinnings. By age 22, the marked thinning had an 
average diameter of 11.44 inches while the opera-
tor select stand had an average diameter of 10.99 
inches.

These findings suggested that landowners can 
greatly improve their timber investments by us-
ing marked thinnings.  Marked thinnings result in 
higher quality residual stands, increased diameter 
growth, and higher stand present value prior to the 
second thinning than in an operator select thin-
ning. Costs for marking are easily justified by the 
increased stand value.  

Few timberland owners have an average stand. 
To determine the quality of the thinning or quality 
of the marking, the owner must know some ba-
sic facts about the condition of their stand before 
thinning. The owner should know the average 
number of trees per acre and average diameter as 
discussed in the Traugott publication.  The owner 
should also know the percent of sawtimber quality 
trees in their stand.

These variables are relatively easy to deter-
mine as described in the Traugott publication. The 
only addition is to determine the tree quality in the 
stand. Trees with a fork in the first 16 feet were 
called “poor quality” trees as well as trees with 
excessive sweep or crook.
1Traugott, Timothy A. 2000. Are My Pine Trees Ready To Thin? Missis-
sippi State Extension Service. Publication No. 2260. 7 pp.
2Consultation with several practicing foresters in the area.

Bob Daniels is a Realtor and Timberland Investment Specialist with 
Century 21 in Starkville, MS. He recently retired as Extension Forestry 
Professor at Mississippi State University. He can be reached at bob@
century21starkville.com. Tom Ebner is a Forestry Consultant in Colum-
bus, MS. He is retired from Weyerhaeuser Company and co-author of 
the book Timberland Investments published in 1992 by Timber Press 
in Portland, Oregon. He can be reached at tjebner@earthlink.net. 

The Benefits of Marking the First Pine 
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The housing market slump has sent lumber 

prices into a steep decline but Southern 
landowners who produce trees for home-building 
materials have so far felt less pain, a leading 
forestry consulting firm reports.

F&W Forestry Services, Inc., of Albany, Ga., 
which provides sales and management services 
to timberland owners in 13 Southern states, said 
prices for standing timber, while down, have not 
followed lumber and paneling boards in a “virtual 
free fall.”  In fact, small-sized trees sought by pulp 
and paper mills are seeing increased demand and 
higher prices, F&W reported.

F&W tracks timber prices and market 
conditions through its network of 15 offices across 
the South and publishes data quarterly in a 
company newsletter.

F&W President Marshall Thomas said although 
prices for stumpage (standing trees) retreated 
“across-the-board” in the quarter ended Sept. 30, 
the decline “was not nearly as sharp as for lumber 

Tree Prices Fare Better Than Lumber in Housing Slump
F & W Forestry Services, Inc.
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and OSB (oriented strand board panels)-which 
were in a virtual free fall.”

F&W said variously-sized pine and hardwood 
trees were down about 7 to l4 percent in the third 
quarter.  By contrast lumber prices were down 25 
percent and OSB 55 percent from year-ago highs.

Thomas said his firm has seen a “marked 
decline” in sales activity on behalf of landowners, 
indicating some “are holding back on selling trees, 
hoping for better market conditions later.”

“This is a buffer against overly sharp stumpage 
price declines and an advantage that tree farmers 
have over agriculture commodity producers,” he 
said.  “Most farm crops are perishable and must 
be harvested and sold or stored at maturity.”

Thomas said demand and prices for pulpwood 
trees in some localities have increased because 
pulp mills are buying more to replace lost wood 
chips normally obtained from lumber mills, many of 
which have closed or curtailed production because 
of the housing slump.

Smokey Bear, America’s Favorite Fire Fighter
John Arrechea

     “Remember—Only YOU—Can Prevent Forest 
Fires”
     Dressed in a Ranger’s hat and blue jeans, often 
sporting a shovel, his famous slogan is one of the 
most recognized advertising phrases in the world.
     The Smokey Bear Campaign remains among 
the longest running and most successful public 
service campaigns in history. Smokey Bear has 
warned people about the ravages of forest fires so 
long that few people remember how this famous 
bear first captured our nations attention.
     In the spring of 1942, a Japanese submarine 
fired shells on an oil field near Los Padres National 
Forest in California. Americans feared a fire could 
destroy our forest resources when wood products 
were greatly needed for the war effort.

     The USDA Forest Service joined with the War-
time Advertising Council (later changed to the Ad 
Council) to form the Cooperative Forest Fire Pre-
vention (CFFP) Program. This was the beginning of 
Fire Prevention posters.
     The Forest Service chose a bear to get the 
message across and named him “Smokey”—after 
Smokey Joe Martin, Assistant Chief of the New 
York City Fire Department.
    In August 1944, the first Smokey Bear poster 
was produced depicting a bear pouring a bucket of 
water on a campfire. At least 111 Fire Prevention 
posters have been produced since then.

continued on back cover
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Smokey Bear, America’s Favorite Fire Fighter (continued)
John Arrechea

     In 1952, the Junior Forest Ranger program 
encouraged school children interested in fire 
prevention to write Smokey Bear. In return, they 
received a Junior Ranger Kit and other fire preven-
tion materials. By 1965, the volume of mail was so 
great that Smokey Bear was assigned his own zip 
code—20252. Today, the program kept pace with 
state of the art educational techniques. His im-
age has been seen in stuffed toys, records, 
sport items, clothing, books and school 
book covers.
     Smokey’s first fire prevention 
message ,”Remember, Only YOU 
can prevent forest fires”, remained un-
changed for 50 years. The Ad Council 
updated the message to address the 
increasing number of wildfires in the 
nations wildlands. It was changed from 
prevent forest fires to prevent wildfires.
     Smokey Bear’s character has been seen 
less in recent years as the USDA Forest Service 
has changed its policy from absolute prevention of 
forest fires to control burning. Control burning has 
many benefits, including, improved wildlife habitat 
and reduced wildfire damage.
     Smokey Bear’s image is protected by US Fed-

eral Law and is administered by the USDA Forest 
Service, The National Association of State Forest-
ers and the Ad Council. 
     In 1950, the first living symbol of Smokey Bear 
learned first-hand the tragedy of forest fires. An 
early spring fire broke out in the Lincoln National 
Forest in the Capitan Mountains of New Mexico.     

A report came in about a small bear cub wander-
ing within the fire line.  When discovered, the 

cub had climbed a small tree, which was 
charred into a smoking snag. The bear 

survived, but his paws and hind 
legs were badly burned.  A State 

Game Warden flew the cub to Santa 
Fe for medical attention.

     When the bear cub healed, there 
was so much interest that he was sent 
to the National Zoo in Washington, D.C. 

to be the living symbol of Smokey Bear. 
He lived out his days at the zoo until his 

death in 1976 and was buried in the Smokey 
Bear Historical Park in Capitan, New Mexico.
     The image of America’s Fire Prevention Bear 
lives on. He turned 62 this year. Just about every 
American knows exactly who we are talking about. 


